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Copy to: 

be 

Report of: I ~l Office PHOENIX b7 

Date; October 19, 1973 

Field Office File #: PX 161-598 Bureau File #: 161-9896 

Title: GERALD RUDOLPH FORD 


Character; SPECIAL INQUIRY 


''"°^£orG£ MORITZ, former Kent County Republican Finance Committee 
Chairman^ advised that he retired frcmi Finance Committee In 
1966 or 1967 and has no knowledge of campaign contributions 
since his retirement. MORITZ further advised that during his 
23 years of employment, no campaign problems Incurred by FORD. 

- RUC - 


DETAILS: 


AT SEDONA, ARIZONA 

On October 19, 1973, GEORGE MORITZ, Retired, was 
contacted at his residence, 318 Ridge Road, also known as 
Lazy Bear Estates, Lot 39, telephone number 602-282-4858, and 
he provided the following information: 

MORITZ stated that he has been acquainted with 
GERALD FORD for approximately 23 years. MORITZ stated that he 
left his position as Finance Chairman with the Kent County 
Republican Finance Committee in 1966 or 1967. He further 
advised that he has absolutely no knowledge of any campaign 
contributions made after 1966 or 1967 to the Republican Finance 
Committee, specifically a 1970 amount for $11,500 supposedly 
forwarded by the Kent County Fifth District Republican Finance 
Committee to the Republican National Ccunmittee in Washington, D.C. 

MORITZ further advised that during all of the years 
that he was working as Finance Chairman he knows of no misuse of 
campaign funds or any allegations made against FORD. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FE 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
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GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, aka 

Gerald Rudolph Ford, Jr., 
Leslie King, Jr. 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPI 

ALL DIFOPmTIOII COimiHED ' 

HEFZIH IS UMCLASSIFIED 


TJlli:nJZ=^ZT^2TJlJ8TT~En03Z^.^nJCr7Bll^^ 


REFERENCE: Detroit teletype to the Bureau, 10/18/73. 

Detroit teletype to the Bureau, 10/19/73. 
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LEADS : 


ALEXANDRIA 

AT ALEXMDRIAy VA. : Will report results of review 
of accounts at United Virginia Bank/First and Citizens Bank 
upon receipt of releases from appointee's children. 
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Copy to: 

Report ol: I 1 ALEXANDRIA, 

Date: OCTOBER 19, 1973 VIRGINIA 

Field Office File i: 161-2322 Bureau File #: 161-9896 

Tifle: GERALD RUDOLPH FORD 

Charaeler: SPECIAL INQUIRY 

SynopjU: Associate recommends. 
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DETAILS : 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the F’BI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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The fo llowing InvestiR atiQH was conducted at Roston, 
Virgiiiia, 'by SA I V 

On October 18, 1973, Mr. ROBERT G. HOWLETT, Cbairraan, 

State of Michigan Employment Relations Commission, v;as co-ntacted at 
the Sheraton Convention Center, Reston, Virginia, and advised 
that he has knowm the appointee since 1941, when the appointee 
went to Michigan to practice'’ law. He advised that he really 
becaaie acquainted with the appointee around 1949, when he, 

HOWLETT, returned to Michigan and became active in Republican 
Party politics in the Grand Rapids, Michigan, area. He advised 
that he, HOVJLETT, was the Republican CouiVcy Chairman in Grand 
Rapids from 1956 through 1961, and tuat in 1960, he and the 
appointee were co-delegates to the Republican National Convention 
from the Fifth District of Michigan. 

Mr. HOWLETT advised that during all of the years 
he has been acquainted with the appointee he has come to regard 
him as a man of undisputed character, reputation and honesty. 

He advised that the appointee always divorced himself from the 
handling of campaign funds and relied bn a group of prominent _ 
and trustworthy party workers and volunteers to handle financial 
matters regarding any of his campaigns, 

Mr. HOWLETT advised that the appointee has^never made 
to his knowledge any deals or compromises with any individuals 
or organizations which could be considered illegal or immoral. 

He advised that the appointee is a man of high principals and 
strong convictions who he believes would never, sell himself to 
any particular individual or interest group. 

Mr. HORd.LTT advised that the appointee in his personal 
life is a modest individual v/ho is happily married and whose 
family including his wife, his children and his half-brothers 
are d-l excellent people. He advised that the sippointee as 
far as he knovjs has always been a religious man that has done 
nothing Vvhi ch could bo Liitierpreted as iiiniioral or exccisslvc^ i 
addition, he advised that the appointee has alwciys had the ability 
to me.’t people and be coHiplctely iibove board and honest and as 
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NR 003 DE PLAIN 
11S34 AMvdRGENT 10-19-75 NMG 
TO Dli^TOR 
^{LiXANDRlA 

FROM DETROIT (lSl- 1555) 1? 


GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, SPIN; BUDEDj PAST. 



INVESTIGATION AT DETROIT HAS DETERMINED THAT FOUR ACCOUNTS 
EXIST FOR THE CHILDREN OF GERALD R. FORD AT | ~ 

I [ ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA. THE FOLLOWING ARE THE ACCOUNT 
NUMBERS! 

SUSAN E. FORD,^^ 

STEVEN M. FORD,\ 

MICHAEL G. FORD,\ 

JOHN G. FORD , [ 

ALEXANDRIA AT ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA WILL REVIEW THE ABOVE 
ACCOUNTS and DETERMINE THE DATE OPENED, THE CURRENT BALANCE, 

THE AVERAGE BALANCE, AND ANY LARGE OR UNUSUAL TRANSACTION?, / 
WILL SUBMIT SIX COPIES OF REPORT WITH RESULTS IMMEDIATELY, 
iCiTING that BUDED IS PAST. 


CCJ FBI HQ CLR 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (I 6 I- 9896 ) 

SAC, NEW YORK (161-9579) 

FROM: SAC, WPO (161-9329) (P) 

GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED PAST. 


RE BUREAU TELETYPE, 10/15/73 AND 10/19/73. 

THIS CONFIRMS WPO TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH NEW YORK 


10/19/73. 

NEW YORK I.NTE.RVIEW FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS FOR CCNMENTS 
REGARDI.NG APPOINTEE : 

LAWRENCE F. O'BRIEN, LAWRENCE P. O'BRIEN ASSOCIATES, 
INC., 230 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY (PHONE 799-7909). HOM 
UN PLAZA AP.ART.MENTS , APARTMENT 28 A, 870 EAST 99TH STREET, 
NEW YORK CITY (PHONE 986-0995). 

ROBERT WICK, VICE PRESIDENT, AUDITING .AND SECURITY, 

PAN AMERICAN AIRLINES, PAN AM BUILDING, 200 PARK AVENUE, 

MEW YORK CITY. WICK CAN BE REACHED THROUGH PAN AM VICE 
PRESIDENT MALOON (PHONE 659-7700). 
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Bureau telephone call to Hew Yorlc, 10/17/73. 
Detroit teletype to Bureau, 10/17/73. 
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Will continue efforts to locate and interview HOBSST K, 
WIKTER-BERGSR, author of "The Washington Pay-Off". 
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Copy tO; 


Report of: | 

Date: 10-19-73 

Field Office File #: 161—4579 

Title: GERALD RUDOLPH FORD 


Office: New York, New York 

Bureau File #; 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


i 

i 

j 


Synopsis: Closo porsoDal associates, ROBERT E, WICK and 

LAWRENCE F, O'BRIEN, both consider nominee capable, a person of 
excellent character, and reputation, and recommend for position 
of Vice President of the United States. Source advised that 
nominee had been in partnership with HARRY CCWOVER, and each had 
furnished $500 to start their own modeling agency in New York City. 
Source advised FORD never had functional capacity with this 
agency because he had Joined the United States Navy. Upon return 
from World War II, nominee, according to source, requested 
$500,000 for his share of the business. Source stated he settled 
for *'a few thousand dollars." 


P - 


Enclosure: One copy of "The Washington Merry-Go-Round" in the 
January 27, 1970, issue of "The Washington Post," Washington, D. C. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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NY 161-4579 


DETAILS: 


Close Personal Associates 

On October 19, 1973, ROBERT E. WICK, Vice President, 

Audits and Security, Pan American World Airways, 200 Park Avenue, 

New York, New York, advised that he has known United States 
Congressman GERALD FORD for about 10 to 12 years and has maintained 
his contact with him up to the present time. He said that he 
(WICK) formerly served as Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in Washington, D. C., during the period 1964 to 
1967. He said that while serving In the aforementioned capacity, 
he contacted United States Congressmen on the "Hill.** He said 
that he considered Representative GERALD FORD to be a very capable 
and Industrious Congressman. He said that he could furnish no 
derogatory Information regarding Representative FORD’s character, 
morals, reputation, associates, and loyalty to the United States 
Government. He said that he would heartily recommend Representative 
FORD for the Vice President of the United States. 

On October 19, 1973, LAWRENCE F. O'BRIEN, former 
cabinet m«aber as Postmaster General under the late President 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON, Special Assistant to two former Democratic 
Presidents, J(NIN F. KENNEDY and LYNDCNI B. J(H]NS0N, and former 
Democratic National Chairman, 870 East 49th Street, New York City, 

New York, advised that he has known the appointee since about 1961. 

He said that he first became acquainted with Representative FORD 
when he was Special Assistant to President KENNEDY and was handling 
congressional relations for the President. He said that be had 
known Representative FORD reasonably well from 1961 to 1968 and 
considers him to be a man of outstanding character. He stated 
that appointee is a very dedicated man and loyal to his country. 

He said that he holds the appointee in the highest regard and 
considers him to be a man of great credibility. He said he possesses 
no derogatory informatim concerning appointee's character, morals, 
loyalty, associates or reputation. He said he would highly 
recommend the appointee for Vice President of the United States. 
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Miscellaneous 


On October 19, 1973, NY T-1 advised that this source 
had heard from HARRY CONOVER in the early 1940s that CONOVER, 
who had been a top male photography model, had put up $500 along 
with GERALD FORD, the nominee, who also put up $500 in order to 
start a modeling business named ’The Conover Agency.” The souce 
stated that at this time Representative FORD was a collie student 
and was trying to make his way through college. NY T-1 stated 
that prior to The Conover Agency taking roots. World War II 
broke out and Representative FORD Joined the Dhited States Navy. 

The source advised that CONOVER, who was classified 4-F, reportedly 
because of flat feet, developed this company while Representative FORD, 
while serving in the United States Navy, actually took no 
functional part in administering the firm nor did he act in a 
consulting capacity. 

The source stated that when Representative FORD was 
released from the Navy toward the end or at the end of World War II 
he had requested his share of the initial investment and because 
the agency had fared so well he sought $500,000. NY T-1 advised 
that Representative FORD settled for ”a few thousand dollars,” 


NY T-1 advised that this source had met the nominee on 
only one occasion and that all the above information had been 
furnished to the source by HARRY CONOVER, now deceased. 

NY T-1 has furnished insufficient information to 
determine that source's reliability. 


Att^ts have been made to contact BXmERI N. WINTER-BERGER 
the author of "The Washington Pay-Off,” irtio resides at 123 East 75th 
Street, New York City, It is to be noted that the superintendent 
and doorman at this residence have not seen him for several days. 

Atten^ts were made to contact WINTER-BERGER through 
Dell Publishing Company, 1 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, New York City, 
the publishing company, which published his book. 


It was determined through Dell Publishin g rnmnanv 
that his literary agent is LYLE STUART residing at I 
I H New Jersey. On October 19, 1973, 

determined that LYLE STUART is currently in Europe. 


it was 


be 
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Attached is a copy of an article captioned 
"Representative FORD Linked to Voloshen Friend," which 
appeared in "The Washington Merry-Go-Round" by Jack Anderson 
in the January 27, 1970, issue of "The Washington Post," 

Washington, D. C. This article contains a statement to the 
effect that Robert Winterberger, an acquaintance of Nathan Voloshen, 
described as a "fixer,” operated occasionally out of Representative 
ford's office. 
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rnCnt w'itnocs rw:u n.-t \ oloshep yrtrd.age of a congressman's po-, know tl:e publications camel .Corr6CtTOIl ■■ 


con man to take ad- 


rnCnt w'itnocs rr:un.-t Voloshep yrtrd.age of a congressm.an's po-, 
and Sweig at their trial. - \xcni name. | 

Eerly in the invecti-iion I sut,,,„.i.;es; 

As.^istant Attoinoy Gmioral - , ■ 


isis, so that everyone would i , _ - ,v - 

know tl:e publicaHons camel .CorrCCtloil ■ 

from Commerce. f h ‘ . ... 

Everyone will. The artists!^ Through^ ^ an ^ error. Sen. 
.Hufifiihv H'd <T! '■ ;^nniU go t.., : .daOK }i.atli0iu 01 OrC'F.Oll 


Assistant At^ol^oy Gcmeral - ro''H-r; that V'^u^r. ! dutifully lah! ovt about cO var- i nau^cia oi UiCy^on v.O;. 

\ViM Vfi’s-er, v,’’:o runs t!:e Jus- bw^n ‘'mod-rsAv'' Fdic"- of Stans’ basic huni-i \ seuiOiico m 

tice Deparimem's Criminal Di-iy.f,jf;r,,vr|^ buildin^^' the case ■ scncme. and Sians, with , *’^cnday’s Jack Anderson cch 
vision, paid a seciet call upon -'E v'oIo.:.heui* and ' Sv. ciw • kern eye for tho ordina ry, when the corre^'t ref:"- 

Ford to question liim about *' . j has selected one of thorn. With should have oeen to Eon ■ 

Vvinterberger. .. . 1- TLHHcpK- FpmE-mndf dull verticals and horizon- ; B’*i^dcn, a radio station ewnsr. 

The GOP leader, Avho Willi l j tals, it reflects his accounting i The sentence should have 

succeed Speaker John l\Ic-] Secretary of Commerce ; background but not much 3 r-|i*ead: 

Cermack if the Fepiudicans i M:: urice Stans, hotshot big i tistic talent. I She (a witness at a cengras- 

sliould win control of the: game hunter and Invcs.t’uchi; Nevertheless, the secretary Atonal hearing) said Furclcr. 
House in Xovemb-:r. acknowl- ; banker, is now trying to be-iin an internal memorandurt : once instructed her to £.:ud 
edged to this column that Win-; come the Rembrandt of the j decreed that his ‘‘format ap- ; him (Burden). $10,000 in Pori- 
terberger had dropped by his hXixnn Cabinet. . jplics to all pri ded matenaU,” hand. - 
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4:10 PM URGENT 10-19-73 LKS 

TO DIRECTOR / 

FROM BU rjt{ (161-344) (RUC) IP 





GERALD R, FORD, SPI, 00: BUREAU, ^ 

RE ST. LOUIS NITEL TO BUREAU, 10/16/73; REPORT OF SA 
L BUTTE, 10/17/73; AND DETROIT TEL TO 
DIRECTOR, 10/19/73. 

RENITEL VERIFIED FORD’S EMPLOYMENT, YELLOWSTONE 
NATIONAL PARK. 

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL SUBMITTED IN REREP. 

SPIN. 
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XXllaois^ 10/18/73, [ 


i_,UQCOlo» 
advised 


Che Tso^ked as- S: va-l.«jj-teer suia;;&^'''wor-l!:®r ia 
Congre ss ionatS of GSEfiLS FOSS frcta G/63 to 

8/63. ssdviscd that she and others in 

F0SD*s Office eosa^Sdered hia to bo a porsoa of 
suj5erior_charact^y held the respect of all. 


ststssS ®ha bad no <ioc3tioa of F0RD*s 

loyalty. She- fi£rt:ts^r advised, hcn^sver, that she 
was not ia a position to ba folly a^rare of FORD^s 
activities sod ^srof^sioesl capabilities. 

■ r. - sue - 




Lincoln j. 

Illinois, wa s Intervieisfed srf ijer rcsideacs on October 18, 2073, 
I I advised tbsf -sjrorked as a volunteer surner 

ia the Congressional Office of CS.IlIa) FOSD frc:?. Juno, lf’73 


yitli 


J^>i?gust, IQ33. During t&ia tfise she bad cle.ilj contact 

sh 3 stated that tMs eo-s-tset eras li-iited to only a fci? ninety 
each dej. She was ac^uaislred with hiss oaly oa a profess ic-»a a 1 h"" 
iiltbcygb FOBO was a persoaai friend of h»r father’s. [ 


hadvised that she aad her feilow-workers in FOrD’e 

bis to be a persott of soi^TiLor character who hold tho respect of 


office cor.sid^: 


] 


red 

'5 

^A.X 4 


i'-rCStcr^ai oertJicT m 

W c=- ^f#rf owtsaif rwar a^oacx. 


;«»&«,» b «»» P«W»V aw m .* Write ^l«!OEy; ««.>«, 
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that FOS)*s fisrsociates were ueople of 

, :'■• ?^ ' ;• ■•^r' and honesty”. | ^stated 


:-id oo question of 'FOTjj^b loyalty, L 




to to follj 
cnnabillti^;, 


.ace-ovor, that-.. rip tjos oot in a position 
acjiiro of A'v.dJ’s activities and professional 
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, Lincoln, 
advised 
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A JLA. 

She TTorhed as volunteer sussser 'srorker *« 
gross ional Of fice of GlEALD VOVSi fr«^ 6/63 to 
[3/63, I I advised she & others in TQWa 

; office considered hla person of superior 
li^haracter who held resx>cct of all. 


: i Wi ajLJ., I 

stated she had no question of F02D'3 loyalty, 
pbe further advised, ho^^ever, that she was not 
in pcaition to be fully awar® of FOOD’S 

it lee aad_ profess ional capabilities . RDC . 
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Mr. f^aker 


Ti y: WAi,.xlKGTON POST 7’ ^ ^ 

I ^hief Heeds Ple^ 
to Return Papers 


Mr. Callaiuui 

Mr. Cleveland 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Gebluu-dt 

Mr. Jenkins 

Mr. Marshall 

Mr. Miller, E.S. _ _ 

Mr, Soyars 

Mr. Thompson 

Mr, Walters 


By j MkAimi eriion 

In response to our appeal, 
documents of ^'incalculable 
value” stolen from the Library 
of Congress have been mailed 
secretly to us in five anonymous 
manila packages. 

A light-fingered scholar made 
off with hundreds of pages of ir- 
replaceable diaries, memos, let- 
ters and notes from the collec- 
tion of the late Justice Felix 
Frankfurter, it was perhaps the 
most serious robbery in the Li- 
brary's 173-year existence. 

The thief stole with meticu- 
lous discrimination, carefully 
selecting items of huge auto- 
graph value and others of his- 
torical importance. Among the 
purloined items were personal 
letters to Frankfurter from; 
President Lyndon Johnson andj 
Chief Justice Oliver Wendell I 
Holmes, records of conversa-j 
tions with Justice Louis Bran-j 
dels and intimate recollectionsj 
on President Franklin D. Roose-^ 
velt, Secretary of State Dean 
Acheson and West German 
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer. 

We learned about the theft ini 
I September and published anj 
I appeal to the master-thief s| 
! sense of history. The intelli- 
j gence and taste with which he 
! stole convinced us he could be 
I persuaded to share at least cop- 
ies of the Frankfurter docu- 
ments with history. If he would 
get the documents to us, we 
promised to re^rn Uiem to the 
Libraiy, protecihis identity and 

request Attprncir General Elliot 
Richardson to <»n off the FBPs 
nationwide manhunt f ot him. 

A few days ago, five brown 
manila envelopes arrived in the 
mail. Each contained a hugei 
batch of copies of the remarka- 
ble papers. Onl y the valuable ; 
Frankfurter diaries ;and a few ^ 
other papers sthi have not| 
turned un. > 


For the> 4 > ake history, the; 
scholar-thief has taken a consid- 1 
erable risk to copy and return | 
the documents. We, therefore,! 
are keeping our bargain. 

A small sampling from the sto- 
len papers gives a hint of their 
value to historians. 

• Eleven months before Pearl 
Harbor, Frankfurter arranged; 
for then Australian Ambassador 

I Richard Casey to send a “Per- 
! sonal Secret” cable to London 
for Winston Churchill’s eyes 
only. Although it was a serious 
breach for a Supreme Court Jus- 
j tice to meddle in foreign affairs. 

I Frankfurter urged Churchill to 
butter up President Roosevelt 
as a means of bringing the 
United States over to the British 
side in World War IL Churchill 
immediately took Frankfurter’s 
advice and tailored his famous 
Jan. 9, 1941, speech to FDR’s 
vanity. 

• In intimate letters over the; 
years, Lyndon Johnson and Fe- 
lix Frankfurter counseled one 
another on how to take care of 
their cardiac illsesses. Wrote 
Johnson to |he_silin£fj 
Frankfurter: “I been sit-- 
ting down here in my ranch 
watching the Pedernales . , , and 
cleaning my gun for Ue quail | 
and deer hunting season . . . The i 
important thing is to keep your- 
Iself in shape ... so you can get 

1 back to work” 

i • Brandeis confided in his 
I talks with the young Frank- 
furter more than 50 years ago 
I that he was worried about “re- 
:strictions of freedom of 
speech.” Brandeis also warned 
I with great foresight against an 
'energy crisis. But he also 
I stooped to gossip and backbit- 
ing. He complained, for exam- 
iple, that one of his colleagues 
'“bordered on being crazy” and 
needed "an electrical treat- 
ment.” 

• Frankfurter, while his let- 
ters soar with the grandeur of; 
poetry and legal philosolphy, 
was also an upe pe ntgmt gossip. 
Privately, he called the New 


Tele. Room 


York Times’ Arthur Krock a 
“pretenti ifflB lobbied to 

keep his former law clerk, Phil 
Elman, on the Federal Trade 
Commission and suggested that 
his fellow Justices leave the 
“garish luxuries” of the Su- 
preme Court building and do 
thei rl 

The Ford1^q^^"Phe-SS 
Rules Committee has asked the 
FBI for a full field report on 
vice presidential nominee Ger- 
ald Ford. It wijtbe interesting 
to see w hetherjpe FBI tells the 

senators abc^BSriiSentin 
1963, when t}i4 FK Inadvert- 
ently a tele- 
phone caB c^icial 

Earl (Red) BlaUt laMwii Ford. 

I Blaik was ford’s ih- ; 

I terventionto bMk»|(mJsti|a- ^ 


Mr. Baise 

Mr. Barnes 

Mr. Bowers 

Mr. Herington 

Mr. Conmy 

Mr. Mmtz 

Mr, Eardley 

Mrs. Hogan 


tion of AVCO’s handling ei kn \ 
Army contract at its Crosley,* 
plant. 

The FBI had planted a bug in ^ 
the hotel suite of lobbyist Fred ’ 
Black. The hidden device re- : 
corded Blaik’s end of the con- : 
versation with Ford. We have- 
had access to the FBI’s classir , 
tied internal report which reftf- / 
I red to the listening device, as 5 
[ “informant WF 1441*C.” 


The Washington Post 
Times Herald 




The Evening Star (Washington) „ 

The Sunday Star (Washington) 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 

The New York Times 


; “Say, Jerry' ” began Blaik, *T ■ 
;want to cut you in on this one * 
thing. Out at Crosley's yester- 
day, they had an' FBI man,” 
Responding to a remark from 
I Ford, Blaik said someone 
' have made some complaint to ; 
the Department of Justice. ; 
Wouldn’t you think so? . . .That’s 
what he is trying to do, trying to i 
show that there is some stuff in 
: here other than ordinary.” 


The Daily World' 

The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Observer 

People’s World » 


Date 


Ford acknowledged that he 
had received a number of calls , 
from Blaik on his troubles with : 
the Army contract. Ford ex- : 
plained he and Blaik had been 
close friends since their coach- 
i ing days more than 35 years ago. 

I Blaik coached at Dartmouth 
I while Ford was an assistant 
I coach at Yale. 

la?:? Co. 
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/iy Jac/v Anderson ' 

The rccloubtabie J. IhJ 
Hoovci* was s' mini lie ihe- 
truth a bit when iie Irhd Seiv 
ate CfOl* loiiflor [{:!::;> S-oU 
this week that no nv’in’;i.T oi 
Conerc-s has been unher r'lT 
sui'vciiianen. 

Competent sources inside 
the rni tell us that C mvu 
have shaciowed at least :cur 
conurcsmicn. Ihev are: 

I he late Uep. Viuy - — 'par- 
tonio. American j-'iS-vH’, XA.. 
suspected of Communist lies: 
e^A'cp. IMmui Liiionmi iD- 
ri.) smpt-e:cd ■' ui Mafia 
connections; ilep. Coj-nelius 
Gallra’mr (Dm.-J.). su^pectoi. 

tjf liafnl associatioris; ''M-'s 
Peter Frelirmhiiyson At- 
N. j;),' whb 


Ford Cli coked 


i survciilanee b' 
\\ him from a bM 
Uc vrere un 
House Domocr 
Bosss’ charue 
has tapped 
\ k^honcs. 


ln. ;M rmder FRf 
sefly to protect 
Amaml aiteno''. 
lihie to coi^-rm 
aAc leader Uaie 
that the FAl 
congressional 
,ve inme rs';-o. 

rs of 


ii 


iished tint several no;! 

Congress, inelrdim: 
have been investimt s': 

FBI as tin result oi ci 
'eavesdroppine. 

Bocps was '“mn of 
' Iciyslalors wlmse names '.'.nr^' ’^a-ted 
'picked up on wireteos linrine ..un: 

I the FDFs im c: timnum of finar: 

1 Nath an \dj!.o:- a;on arm ec- ; 

' House aide Mm sin S’r. lUA The 
FBI subscpucnilv ciicckou intiv 
Bones’ role in hMoirn^ i'ai-' 
timorc conAnnior Vieon ; 
Fronkil eel tin contmcl to: 
construct; n;: a House ganutc. 


Houm GOP leader Gemhi Lisroniny^ devices have also ^ 
iMrd. who It^aped to the House m^eri u^ed in the iuvestipa- i 
:hjnr H.o defend Hoover, frem; tions of Libonati. GallaMicr ■ 
Boms' ctuames, has becrij^i^fi other rn.jmbcrs r)i Con- ■ 
mvjynt up ‘nimself in more! ^t-css. It vomld be ciftisuU to ■ 
than one h'BI invesliealion. I prove, however, tiiat v. irctaps ■ 

have aeiualiv been imstailed i 
on conprcs'ional ; hones. 1 

. Fx-^en. hdvmrd Honp (D- 
In tlm Voloshen-Swcie caso.Mr^,_^^ conducted a Senate 
tile FBI Marncd tmd a Gnrci i ^i; cavesurop- 

member of their fixit tonna. elec-. 
BobeiT WintcAjcimer. yame- 1 exports imd made a 

amos operated out of Fora corridors and 

oiiicc. ^ ihad picked vnp a strond indica- 

Fariier, the FBI bud '^\{[on that the o fices of ex-Sen-; 
loi)!jyit^t Fred Black’s tiodd ; lA’nh M r’njrouMi Hi)-- 

mule picked up a ttAemmm: y, ^ Mnuihue Xeukeruer' 
..onversation hotwoen .\\*Cy)'s ^ r)A’ro.t svc.x huryod. A later 
iMrl (Red) BM-k and FoiM. : ^.^arth of tlicir of- 
ABI a lonls. checking on however, failed to vn-' 

■ momitcred con\cm.m: sn. lound t lisicnind devices. i 

dial Biaik had cnimteu J-'ordAi ' | 

aid in prcventiim a probe oH Summaries ^ 

m A 'ICO dofmuo poutraclM ^ y 

,and timt Ford ocea^ionahy had! fTv>ident Mixon ckareod in 
;uk. '.mod free ritics on A\'COihis TV talk wiih Howard K, 
Ujr.es. 1 Smith that the mcaia had 

f' "'ho FBI rdso overheard ' yiven a distorted picrure of 
Bla^k mace a breakfast da’*^ die Laos invasion, his view 
over liic teiepnono with Ckla-' was oa-eci, the President ^aid, 
homaA iUo. 'Cku'l Albert andmumn a two-weoa mmmary of 

air-i television cov- 

loa uo to Care 


icxl mm 
for Bi: 


y ; new- uiaper 

searched in : .yfterveard. press se'cnitary 
car and r"- Ron Zemier explained tnal rhe 


Field Office : 


) Pres i tic :u was lefcrrmy to pi 
L roLydar news diyesls he*.- 
..... any inforrmtmn ; ceives every day. 
md infhcrito Black! U'e V. sve now obtained ac* 
... uk keen his amvui.i. cess m w.ene of there diyc^ts, 
ui vutn ocm M.ke hojtmo-t \\ hmh imil down the daily 
' and Kop Carl .Mbcri. | press r(u:j'us into succinct, 
Aiwrt IS novv House j easy-to-road capsules. 

closely I is a news story alioticd more 




e awiA 
hi^d. V 

d or d. 


Bpoaxcr and 
i V :th Boyys. ^■ 


works 


o 


rief parattraekm 



The press covera^'e. r.f 
Laos invasion usuaiiy v/as 
summarised in one ci Lvo 
typewriUen pa;;es .of short 
items. \\'hite iiouso aide hat 
B u c h a n a n , v/ no prepares tec 
diaesls, selects both lavoraihc 
and criUcal storic^' to com- 
press for preskicniial reaidnp. 

The ciiposi for hTaivli d3, 
1971, for oxanvrdc. beam; v,-;dn 
this item: “Tim U.S. comma nd 
indicated the iv/o-ciay liir 
strikers on NVX were* liichiy 
jsuccossful sayinp pilom d,.:- 
iStroyed tlirce nilsshc siios, 
,touchin" Oil ICO exydosionsd’ ■, 

^ The ncxi Item reported: U.S... 

I crews manning the ficot oi tlOO 
Iheiicoptcrs wiiich sapcortCLd 
: SVN's Laos ofiensivo b'.''pan 
withdraviiny from Kbc S.mh,- 
as the compaiyn neared i.s 
»ind. Final units in ti;e Smyon'h 
'Usk iorco retreat. ed u’ldcrv 
};.cavy Comnmuhst lire.” i 

I Next: “U.S. itchcopler eun-. 
'Ships hattliny in l.aos proved." 
ifor the first time the:.' are 
more than a match for hordilcl 
tanks, said an army oilicer 
just back from the war .-nmc.l 
Lven more impoi-mnt, s-hd Id. * 
Coh it<;hert hlolincili. U.S. heh- 
ico’ptcr pilots over Lao.i rvam 
‘the heaviest antUircra:: fire - 
we liave ever encourhered’ ' 
and proved they ccuid survive- 
it.” 

The daily dipcst dcrsiimU 
more space, in fact, to i-.m eov-^ 
crage of hir. Nixon's TV ap--' 
pearance with Smith than to; 
the coverage of the Laos 

© 1971, EfU-McClurc 3ynciica:c, L iz. 
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1 - Mr. Callahan 
1 - Mr . Franck 
1 - Mr. Bowers 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr . Coleman 
1 - Mr . Young 
1 - Mr. Auerswald 


■'ct' 


V i-''3 ?r; 


T' V 


In accordance with a reauest recoivec. free: the 

'Qc-:::.-aty Attorney General on October 15, 1073, ar- ir-vesti'-^atioi'i 
i'las boon ccnducted concerning Gerald Rudolph 'Ford , Unitec Statf 
R'caresontative from '.'ichigan. In reanostinc tne invooti'-ation 
the Denntv ;\ttcrney General advised that the TOiite bouse oosir' 


iransc itts.,-,. 
j.j'vecticaticn of Genre tentative Fore ohic} 
to 'into. bbe .rosviii:e cf t'iiio ir.vostigat-ic 
to Cen,er~l 'd b-ai’i, Jj 

\\:a ■;n:tra oories of tliC results erf-- heirc:^ 
u’ic; -'ivort U'es b’hi.te 3 ;C‘’.ig( 2 desires thi't tb; 
appropriate ::cngrc3siGr.al Cci'a.dttces . 


'd noted 


n.Liio .■c-.i.U' 

; p'^p _-■■■ ' e f- re 




'.O'U G 


a.. ji .. to 


Suj"JTiarizi.ng generally, so far C"“er **5''' ■^•;p 
frer'i. cill ".vall'3 of life have jjcc-n inter',' if. a ooicovre’ li.';; 
n.fevjresenta-cive Ford. Irn/csticration this f.-'r is cTeiv-re lly _ 
favorable. dcrLe prominent labor union officials iiavc; indicate 
they are not impressed with FeFrGsentative Ford hs votino recor 
in Oongress vdth respect to natters ccrcerr.ing labor, nol:^'ar 
and civil rights and some v-?ere opposed to liis r.orisir’.aticn to 
vice Fresicienev for those reasons . 


Lcrd. v'nxtcc 


Gc 3 c.dvised that 
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‘i'he Attorxsey Ger.eral 


during an investigation cf alleged ijupropor activities of t/'iat 
corporation. In 1163, at the request of the L-opart:r;Gnt of 
Justice, the FBI conducted a iindted i-nvestigaticn of 
allegations that two Goverronent officials :':-ay have received 
pa^nnents for having a conti'act for sound oquipr-ont awarded to 
the hVCO Corporation. Representative Ford's iiawe never cane up 
during that investigation. The results of that investigation 
were furnished to the Department of Justice v;hich deterrained 
that there was no basis for criminal action. 

In July, 1973, numerous articles in the press indicated 
that Representative Ford freely admitted that he helped G. Gordon 
Liddy, the Watergate figure, obtain his first job in Washington 
in 1969. According to the press, Representative Ford stated that 
Hr. Liddy was one of r:>any persons he tried tc ticlp get jobs? and 
through his efforts, Mr. Liddy obtained a job v/j tb, the Departrient 
of the treasury. 

Seme Dersioeratic Party officials in ’tichiercin, such as 
Hubert Uolley, Chairman of the First CongrASBional Deirccratic 
District of Detroit: Sander M. Levin, former Michigan Democratic 
State Chairman; and Bruce riiller. Chairman, Democratic Party 
for Wayne County, Michigan, would not recoiamend Representative Ford 
for various reasons such as he is a Republican, they do not feel 
he is ‘qualified, or he has voted against logislation. favoring 
labor . 

George C. Edwards, Jr., Judge, United. States Court 
of Appeals, 6th Circuit, advised that he has knemm 
Representative Ford on a first-name basis for the past fifteen 
years and believes hiia to be a very conscientious and conservative 
Congressman, He stated, however, he could not recorriinend 
.Representative Ford for the office of Vice Presirient as lie Goes 
not feel F.epresentative Ford hps the intellectual cap'acity to 
leal with the office. 


Myra Wolfgang, Vice Presioeiit, ■.■'otol -r 
I’orkers and Bartenders Intorriation-al irnior:, Detir 


ic 


■J'-vurant 

1, i c u, i ‘‘T an , 


stated she ia opposed to F-epresentativ© rord’s ,;irpoir.tc :cnt Tor 
strictly political re.asons as she lie is ultmconsormative 

in his voting record ’regarding labor. 



'i'he Attorney General 


Kacial leaders were qaiieraily ravorab 


in fchoir 


coi’'rf.ents cciicerning Representative Ford arivi voxcoe no spoicific ^ 
objection to his nordnation. Others were also generally favorabxe 
in their cojffiaeiits ovtt soTue indicate!! cl>jccttcn to^ 'iii!.^ La at-v.-, ■. n ^ 
oolitical Uif fcrenctas f their opinions as to hrs aldliry.. anc. . ixs 
voting record in Congress* 


Representative Ford*s fellow Congressmen, including the 

Michigan Delegation, were generally favorable in theg conaaervts 
concerning him. Representative John D. Dingell of l«:icbigan said 
he is not yet certain whether he will vote to confisnn. 
Representative Ford because of political differences relating 
to President Hixon’s refusal to make available recordings and 
tapes sought by the Senate iNfatergate CoinP'.ittee anti by 
Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox . 


Investigation indicates that rtepresentative Lord 
lisalth is excellent. Ar. rielvin E.. Laird, CQitnsollor t-o 
Pr e s i<3 ent for Dmiestic Affairs, has advised f 



One Robert Wlnter-Berger , a former Washington lobbyist, 
in a book entitled ’’The Washington Pay-Off “ published in 1972, 
alleged that Representative Ford had been the patient of a 
Few York psychotherapist in the past. Representative Joro. lias 
-■'Viblicly denied this atateiaent and we have interviewed tr.e 


psychotherapist v;ho states this i 
has never been a patient of his 


and 


Rep/r t; tentative ? or d 


Lrnest ■; 
Detroit, Michigan 
;iut considers him 


azev, Mierican Civil .Liberties Union (ACLt) 
, says he does net know nepresentative Ford 
“a terrible choice" for Vice President Jis 


f 

ho 


tr' tr' 



Tile /Attorney General 


believes hiiri to 


an "anticivil libertariai 


iisnoa ae 




the President’s position on v/ire tapping. ?'r. Tagey stated 
ACLU would take issue with Representative Ford’s appointmcint 
before the appropriate Congressional Corm'iittees . 

Representative Ford was a laenber of the liarren CoraaiBsion 
investigating the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and 
was the author, v;ith a ghost writer, of a book entitled "Portrait 
of the Assassin." Former Chief Justice Earl Warren has advised 
during the ctirrent inquiry that it was agreed among members of 
the Commission that the final report of the Coaatiission would be 
the only publication made of the inquiry. He stated he was shocked 
tv’hen he heard of the book attributed to Representative Ford , 


J’jstice Warren pointed out that he would allow this statement to 
stand on its ovm and allow the reader to determine the propriety 
of Representative Ford’s action. 


Representative Ford is a iiieinber of the Uni’/ersity Club 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, which ia an exclusive social club whose 
wairibership includes business and professional people in the 
Grand Rapids area. Although there are no restrictions regarding 
moEiberahip in the club, there are no non^diite members. A 
representative of the club stated there is no racial discrimination 
practiced by the club. Representative Ford is also a member of 
the Peninsular Club in Grand Rapids, which is a ‘‘gentlemen's 
club" for social and business purposes. A representative of 
the club stated there is no discrimination practiced against 
anyone and there is currently one nonwhite member of that club. 


Tile foregoing should not be considered a ccripiete 
sumniary of results of investigation of Representative Ford to date 
but is set forth to give you a general idea of the results of our 
investigation. Investigation ia continuii'g, the results of v.r.ich 
will be furnished to you as quickly as possible. 

Enclosures (12) 
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October 


a 


1973 


T*tr r, j?. 


'General Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 

The 'Jhite House 
'.•.•ashington , D. C. 

Dear General Haig: 

In accordance with a request received from the 
Deputy Attorney General on October 15, 1973 ^~an investigation 
has been conducted concerning Gerald Rudolp^-rqrd, United States 
Representative from Michigan. liT're^es^Ing tKe investigation 
the Deputy Attorney General advised that The i?hite House desired 
the investigation. 


Trans!ritted herewith are the results of the 
investigation of Representative Ford which has been conducted 
to date. The results of this investigation are also being 
furnished to the Attorney General. Two extra copies of the 
results are being furnished to the .Attorney General in the event 
The ^^ite House desires that they be furnished to the appropriate 
Congressional Ccromlttees. 


Simaaarizing generally, so far over 450 persons 
frcmi all walks of life have been interviewed concerning 
Representative Ford. Investigation thus far is generally 
favorable. Same prominent labor union officials have indicated 
they are not iinpressed v/ith Representative Ford's voting record 
in Congress with respect to matters concerning labor , welfare , 
and civil rights and same were opposed to his ncanination to the 
Vice Presidency for those reasons. 


oc. Di 
t. Dir. 
jmin. _ 





Robert C. Byrd, United States Senator from West Virginia, 
lias advised that he does not desire to cos-msnt concerning 
Representative Ford at this time. 

In the past. Jack Anderson, the Washington colurnist, 
has criticized Representative Ford in bis coluion ,• alleging 
representative Ford intervened on behalf of the AVCO Corporation 
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GERALD RUDOLPH FORD AKA GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, JR., 

LESLIE KING, JR., SPECIAL INauiRY, SUDED PsST. 

RE SAN DIEGO TELETYPE TO HONOLULU 10-20-73. 
bureau advises that HONOLULU SHOULD BE AWARE 
that investigation IS BEING CONDUCTED AT RESUE 3 T OF WHITE 
house, interview of BaMI WEIL SHOULD BE CONDUCTED ON 
tnstant date and results of interview immediately sent 

TO FBI, HEaDSUARTERS VIA FaCSIMILEY. 

HONOLULU SHOULD CONTACT LOS ANGELES FOR ANY 

additional ba ckground info necessary to interview OF 
— I* 

END 
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FBI HQ ACK FOR ONE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Copy tO; 


Report of: I 

Date: 10“20*T3 


o»ice;Los Angeles, California 


Field Office File 161—2471 Bureau File #; 

Title: GERALD RUDOLPH FORD 


Character; 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis Interview of I I and other individuals 

allegedly involved in business venture with appointee set out. 
All Individuals advised no business venture was established. 
None of them ever met appointee and they could furnish no 
specific information concerning appointee. 

- P - 


DETAILS 


MISCELLANEOUS 


It is noted that on October 19 , 1973 , | | 

I. New York Times, furnished infor- 
mation to the Washington Field Office of the Federal Bureau 
of Investig ation which he received from San Diego businessman, 

I r that CARL ALBERT, Speaker of the House of 

Repreipentatives, and R epresen tative FORD, had made an off leal trip 
to Red China in 1972. I I stated that upon returni ng to the 

Uni ted States, the appointee apparently had contacted I I 

and I I regarding the establishment of a corporation 

to import food products from Red China and develop the exclusive 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


TJ. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTtNG OFFICE : 1970 O - 406-84(1 
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distributorship within the United States. According to 
I I the appointee was to be a "silent partner" in this 
venture. 


INTERYTEWS OW \ 


On October 19. 1973.1 

I. Los Angeles. California, advised SA I 

I that he recalls approx imately one year ago, 
he was telephonically contacted bv | - - - ^ 

I I California, and asked 

if he would be interested in a deal to make a lot of 
money through exclusive rights of imports of all products 
from Red China to the Un ited S tates. | I stated 

that he had indicated to | | that he would be interested 

in such an u ndertaking, and a meeting was subsequently 
held between | [ and a fourth 

individual, who was connected in some capacity with the 
I I California, 

but whose nam e I I could not recall. At this meeting, 

I I and I I were shown a list of the type of pro- 

ducts that could be brought in from Red China. The list 
Included bicycles, furs, frozen sea food. Jade or diamonds 
and numerous other items. | | said he and | 

were to select the products in which they were interested, 
and attempt to establish good outlets, and locate markets 
for these products. They were to form a business type 
corporation for this venture. 

I I advised that from the initial meeting, 

he never took the above matter seriously. He stated the 
indiv idual associated with the | | 

I 1 was supposed to have contact with people in high 
places and be able to arrange for the exclusive right to 
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import the products. I I stated he believes the 

nane of the appointee came up at the meeting, but he is 
not sure in what capacity, and is not certain the appointee's 
name was mentioned at all. I I could furnish no 

specifics regarding the appointee, and stated he had no 
contact with the appointee concerning the above proposed 
venture. He advised that he has never met the appointee. 


[ 


^stated that after the above meeting 


had been h eld, he receiv ed possibly two telephone calls 
fro m I I in w hich 


he, [ 


]made inquiry as to what action 

\ had ta ken concerning the above venture. [ 


said he advised I I he had taken no action and that 


that 1 

had likewise done 

venture. 

1 stated 


] 


was never formed, and the above matter was dropped. He 
said that no mention was ever made as to who would be the 
principals or partners in the above venture. 


I ' I additionally advised that after his 

meeting with I L he had gone to Ha waii and whi le there, 

had discussed the above venture wi th I I who is 

I I He said that I I 

is now living in San Die go, California. A business venture 
between I I and the appointee, was never formed. 

I reiterated he has never met the appointee and 
could furnish nothing specific regarding the appointee. 


[ 


] further stated that approximately 


two weeks ago, on October 6, 1973 , he received a telephone 


call fr<mi | [ at which time | | asked him if the appointee 


had been a person Involved in the proposal concerning Imports 
from Red China, and he told | | at that time no business 

venture had been formed, and the matter had been dropped. 


also said that on October 15, 1973, 

or October 16, 1973, he received a telephone call from an 
individual who identif ied him sel f as a newspaper corres- 
pondent by the name of | | and | | had made inquiry 


3 - 



be 

b7C 


LA 161-2471 


concerning the above ma tter. 
given no information to I 


"] stated he had 


[ 


On October 19. 1973, f 


] 


California, advised SA |_ 


J, he had 


J, Los Angeles , 


attended a meeting here in January or February, 1973, 
in which I L and a perso n, whom 

he believed to be the I I of the 

I I in San Pedro. Calif o rni a , 

[sta ted that at this time , ^ 


were present, f 
proposed what he, |_ 


] had 


J considered to be a "screwball' 

idea to import products from Red China. He said that 
I I had furnished a list of products which they might 
have an exclusive right to import from Red China. I 


who 


understood that the individual from the 

I I had contact with "s(»ie guy in Washington’ 

was tied in with a group who had great Influence and political 
pull. He said the list of products that could be imported 
included bicycles, Jade, fur, food products and other items. 

He recalled the name of the appointee had been mentioned 
at the above meeting and also the name of a newspaper 
editor in Washington, D. C. He could not recall the editor's 
name or the name of the paper, j j did not recall why 

the appointee's name was mentioned. 


I furnished essentially the same information 
that had been furnished by I 1 He s aid that he 


never took the above matter ser iously , but that 

I I, whic h is managed by I ~l is one of his 

and I ~| large acc 


large account* 1 

stated 

1 1 listened tol 

1 


that f or this reason he and |_ , . _ , 

I I recalle d that on one occasion subsequent to the 
above meeting j j had telephonically contacted him con- 
cerning another matter, and had asked him if he had taken 
any action concerning the pos sible importati on of the 
goods from Red China, j j said he advised I I that 

he had done nothing in this regard, and that it was also 
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very obvious to him that[ 
to the matter. 


[]had done nothing in regards 


[ 


On October 19 » 1973, f 


I 


California, advised SA L 


J that approx- 


imately one year ago, he had been approached byQ 

I I concerning the possibility 

of the right to exclusive importation of food products and 
other items from Re d China. I stated, as 1"“^ 

I I he is naturally Interested in ways to 

increase profits, and from his discussion with | | 

he obtained the impression that lobster tails might be 
imported from Red China at a cost of half what he normally 
would pay for them. 


I l advised that [ 


had a list of various 


products that could be imported frcMii Red China. He said 
the list was mimeographed on a piece of paper, and at the 
top of the paper was a telephone number in Beverly Hills, 
California, that could be called concerning importation of 
various products. He said the piece of paper was not 
impressive in appearance and was unprofessional looki ng 
and he did not take the matter very seriously . | added 

he is always intere sted in ways of making money for I I 

I I and if there was a possibility of importing 

lobster at a greatly reduced cost, he desired to take advan- 


lODSter at a greatly reducea cos 
tage of thisj I stated that [ 


] 


I L and if the lobster could 

have been import^ , it would have requi red conside rable 
financing. I I said that he approached | | concerning 


the above mat ter and a mee ting was set up at which 
I U and I ~| were in attendance. At this 

meeting they discussed ways to set up a business, and to 
act as outlet s for the products to be Imported from Red 
China. r I stated that no action was taken on the matter 
after the i nitial meeting and no business venture was 
undertaken. ! [ stated the matter "just died" and he has 

given it no additional thought. 
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nection vrith the e:-:clii£ 


states had been nentioned in con- 
iva riftht to irnoart products froi 
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Ca.*, 
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i-i -A 


'K "b -f r^T r.o t? r 


i,s done to itTioress 


irie saxa tne name 
father’' 02 


o:r ona appcincee nao oeen 
rosier rather" 02 ' the idea, but in his 
opinion, there is “no way” the appointee could have been 
involved in the matter. He said the above proposal had 
occurred after the appointee had been to Ked China, and 
therefore, use of his nanie would lend credence to the 
possiblity of the undertaking. 


[ 


Hrelterated ho never took the above snatter 


seriously, and that noticing ever came of It, He stated 
ha has never met the appointee, and could furnish no speci- 
fic information conceiTiing the appointee* 

On Gctobei" 19. 1973 . I 


Y— r ■ 


TTT 

I 


I ha is the forme; 

I \ 


Lot Angeles, California, 


Ifor the [ 


] Calif oi’nia. 


[ 


] 
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his attorney ha{l'\aavised him there '"majfce a vay to set 

pro'^iiC uS oHw Ofi r^eiiA oziina « ao 

So 'ga ined this info'rg;ation from one of his oliahhiSj liaose 
nu7i7e I 


could not recall at the pi^eoent 


[ 


] stated that 
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c 


~l that he v;as told If ho vro’ala fiirialca d 

.‘ications ^ the products uhat he desired, thcy^cculd^ 
orcduced xn Chlr.a at a lov; coat for inportation iiato uo 


^ M iv" ^ 

d 


,.U r> C* '.*71 

L/i * * JL V ^ ti.* i.-„ \a,u- 


. [ 


axa 


., «t-'- .r* “i 

i Ct'Ww?V*^ V — j 


dwCd for olds or shriiip and craos to be purchased by 


ueriod he received no bids and no other action uas tu 


J and uiTter a 50 day 
^ctlnn tc-ke: 


[ 


onl.y possioie ir 
a th 
eeia 


I sale that it is his opiilion. that the 
itirest vrhich the appointee cpuld have h-ad 


XA*. i^ww ** **<■ o ■* y. 






i have seen the interest oi 

G 3 "vao.j^aaaad OjOana* *..0 

; taped that if the apn'olritee* s narao vras belns used in 
;onr;cction 'elth the abo\»f ooes-ation, it v:as proh'aoly beini 
used illegally since he . | L had received no action 


on the bid request for thetshrirrip suid crab. 


r 

k i v.. U « « L 


I 


I recalled dne -neeting he had attended 
_J and uUO Ouner .i.nauviQualii3 concemi^ig the 


es oiiiOa.^snuieni* o* oucreuS .^or i>o eC i*i*j,^Oi ■ 

hied China and he said nothing ca^s fren this. 

\ 


** - .*5 


[ 


]advisad he has Hover ciet the appointee. 


he could furnish nothing specif!^ regarding 


**-^^** •» 





All niFOKmTIOl COJJTAIIED 

HEElIl 15 OTCL133IFIED 

DATE 02^22-2008 BY 60324/lTC/BAl/STP/bls 


BEST AVAILABLE 
COPY 


bo 


.b7C 




(Rev. 1 -.72) 


t-iDERAL 5?.5 !”■=■&«« 


i. ©u.'Ss.AU,, OF IWYEST’GAlTOi'j 


Oi'rtcc 


li'flt Or C^c 


SAw DIEGO 


I OFFICE Ol' oniSM 


Bu33il1 


G2?J;LD KDlXiDPH PORI), aka 
Gerald Rudolph Ford, j'r,, 
Leslie King, 

ALL IHFOFmTlOH.COHTAIIIED ' " 

HEREDI IS UtCLlSSIFIED ^ 

.PATE 02™22-2'0,08 BY 60324/UC/BAl/STP/Bi3 




j 10/19/73 j XQ/I9/7R _ 

J fte':f»0«T K Aue by 

i SA ^i^lTCLS ' J.- SCSlim 


r SPECIAL 


Trf»t:o ay 


^ate?to/19A3^- Of-fice telepi^pae , call; to.' San 


RUC. 




KD .J04 (Kev. 3-3-59) 


h6 

:b7C 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ALL IlFOPIlATIOl COIITAIMED 
HEPlIl 15 UIICL133IFIED 

DATE 02™22™2008 BY 60324/UC/BA¥/BTP/bls 


Copy tO: 


Report of: 
Date: 


Field Office File #: 


SA FRANCIS J. SCHMIDT 
OCTOBER 20, 1973 

161-624 


Title: 


GERALD RUDOLPH FORD 


Office: syyj DIEGO 


Bureau File #: 


Character: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: 


1 

La Jolla, California, date of birth 1 

*1 .A. ^ ^ iL 

^ised 10ui9-73 that 1““^ 1 ' 

1 while visiting him in Hawaii in February 


Inquired if [ 


MO fallen into a "great deal" and 
J would bo interested. This involved a 


Story that arrangements had been made whereby United States 
Representative GERALD FORD, who had been in China with 
United States Representative CARL ALBERT, would have 

rightsfor_tto sale of Red Chinese products in the 
United States. | \ received the impression that the 

business arrangements for sale of these items would be 
handled under a cor ■ 
name would not annei 

1 the "New York Times" l . n Washington, D.C,, 


Structure where Representative FORD *8 
J — I |has discussed this matter with 


ana also with f 


in 


— states he has never met Itepresentative FORD. 

also states no factual knowledge of arrangements, 
offered opinion that the story is true but the 
arrangements never developed! nwilline to testify 

under oath to information fu irnlshed by h im. testify 


- RUC - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, 
arc not to be distributed outside your agency. 


It IS the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 . 


Dote of transcription. -10/I9/7a 


Hwas contacted at his place nf h 


I was advised by the interviewing agent that t 

lnni11T*V moo 4*^ ± .. . . . . 


fislness . 
California, 
he reason 


4.1 — i ageuv Lnac xne reason 

for the Inquiry was to establish his business relationship, if 

GERALD FORD, present nominee lor the 
office of the Vice President. 


] stated that he felt this was the reason for the 


. . , ■ ■ WOO liflXV XOOoQn 

interview when an appointment was requested with him by an 
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation fFBI) ^ 


- V V Awu VJC OX / e I 

stated that in approximately February. 1973. to the i Lat ef 
his recollection, he was vlalt eH by P ^ I. Le 

i J fJ^om Los Angeles, California, who 


vacation. He stated that this was about the time that 

GERALD FORD and CARL ALBERT had visited 
Red China a short time after the President's trip to Red China. He 
advised that during this visi t at his homo, \ ^ “® 

L- ,, , , I told him that h^ Ihad 

fallen into a ”gr eat deal" in the business senseTH 
advised | | that he had been approached by individuals, not 

named, who apparently stated to him that when Represent at lv4 FORD 
went to China with Representative ALBERT, arrangements had been 
made whereby Representative FORD would have exclusive rights for 
^?®.®®^?. ted Chinese products in the United States. | I 

*he best of his recollection there were approximately 
225 items involved on this list of products, but he does not 


— 9 wuv iw not 

J showed him this list. He does recall. 


recall if 

however, that one of the items on the list was bicycles, 
stated that he has always been sensitive to any type of covert 
business dealings with politicians and so informed [ 


I 


[ 


^stated that regarding the previously mentioned 

discussion, he had two definite recollections. One - that 
Representative FORD was involved; and two - that the list of the 

ted Chinese items contained approximately 225 items. | 1 

further stated he had received the distinct impression that the 
sale of these items in the United States would be set up under a 
corporate structure wherein Representative FORD’S name would not 
appear. He als o received the impression that friends of 

in the Los Angeles area were Involved and had 


Inte rv jewed 


10/19/73 


. , ^ SD 161-624 

rile # 


‘'V SA FRANCIS J. SCHMIDT; sp oc.aco.e. 10/19/73 


^his document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


tt is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency; 
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orginally approached | He stated that he feels his 

i is an ho nest individual . He advised that to the 

I either had the list of items 


[ 

best of his knowledge, [ 
or presently has it. 


of 


I 


known in Hawaii as \ 


1®**^®**_*!'®^ *hi s conversation occurred in front 
^ I but who is bett«'»' 

He sta ted that she was and is 


J whose true name is 


diseusaion with[ 


1 T He said, following this 

£ he had discussed the matter with 


a friend whose name he d id not recall wh o lives in Hawaii, and who 
was a friend of and knew | | of the "New York Times." 

He stated that since that time he has mentioned this story to his 
father and also in all probability has discussed it on an 
occasion or two at a cocktail party. 


[ 


stated that on the night that he heard of the 


I 1 iio lAVai. t 

nomination of Representative FORD for the office of the 
Vice Presidency, he called the " New York Times" office in Washington 
D. C., and attempted to speak to | l who was not ^ * 

there ^ He stated on the f ollowing day, which he believes was 
last Saturday, he spoke to | ^ | | the 

"New York Times" in Washin gton, p. c. . and told him tha story 
outlined above. I I stated that I I suggftstnd to him 


that ho call [ 


H which he did. 


this story, [ 


1 advised t hat when he called [ 


] about 


. j L' ]told him "I’ve heard nothing more of 

the deal bu t I will c ontact the people who contacted me and let 


you know," [ 
from I 


J 


stated he has received no further communication 


c 


H stated he then called f 


advised him that he had contacted [ 

latter’s r eaction. He fu rther stated he advised 
would call I 
not done so. 


I again and 
T ^d of the 

J he 


again concerning this matter, but he has 


or 17. 


I ~| advised that during the night of October 16 

1973, he called a friend in Los Angeles bv the name nf 


] 
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in Los Angeles. He stated that during this frie ndly discussion, 
he mentioned the above story to I ~| . at which time 

the latter asked permission from him. I \ to give the story 

to his office in Washington, D. C., where they could follow up 
the matter with inquiry through their personnel in Red China. 


At this time, I I voluntarily made the statement 

that he feels the foregoing story is true but also feels the 
arrangements for this business venture were never developed. 


I I stated that he has never met Representative FORD 

and he has the impression that neither has I I ever 

had contact with Re presentative FORD. I I also mentioned 

it is possible that I I interviewed Representative FORD 

during the latter's stopover in Hawaii. He stated he could 
not recall whether this stopover in Hawaii was on 
Representative FORD’S trip to Red China or his return trip. 

During this interview, I I received a telephone 

call. After completing this telephone call, he advised that he 
had just been speaking with I I who had called him 

from Los Angeles and who was initiating his own inquiry into 
the above story. 


I I stated that he would be willing to testify to 

the foregoing under oath before a Congressional Committee. 


[ 


advised that [ 


involved in marketing comm unications work, and 
I ~l in this field at the 
He advised that while he was in Hawaii, h^ was 

He 


economic development work as , , - 

he is presently attending law school at night 




], is actually 
he is basically 
present time, 
involved in 
further advised 
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At Honolulu. Hawaii 


\ HonolulUi Hawaii. 

advised on October 20, 1973, she does not believe she was nresent 
dur ing the conversation between | \ 

I I, in Honolulu, Hawaii, at which 

ttvaB I I reportedly furnished information about 

arrangements having been made whereby Representative FORD would 
have exclusive rights for the sale of Red Chinese nroducts in 
the United Sta tes. She said she recalls that I I and 

1 had a conversation during which | 

mentioned this matter, but stated she does not believe she was 
present during their conversation, and believes I I later 

summarized their conversation for her. She advised she can 
furnish n o s pecific informa tion concerning this conversation between 
I 1 and 


I 
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SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: f 

“P ™Mr^hat“whU9 GEMLD 

there for l„p„rti», apprexliately States, 


- RUC - 


details 


M I SCELL ANEOTIS 


interview of 


I On October 20. 1973^ 

SA\ Angi ioSa, Laiifornla, advised 

t.lephonloally contacYdr^^-^^*?^; 19 1973, he had 

orth^rL".* I'lZ “-ht®“’ 

year, the appoilJtee ^ up that, while in China last 

imately 200 items 

the rnforsatloa furnished by CZlwiul'rTrSIffd.uf « 

printing office : lyvo O - 4nR-H^,. 


u. S. GOVERNMENT 



LA 161-2471 


Zl stated thatr 


proper Jt f:^ on ?ho Zr^lTZl ano^J®?** 

to thrappoiS?ee^”^He^idLrth\"*®J^®‘'^ unfavorably ^aa 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ; 

f i p, sources have advEsed in the past that 

I' & A Cheese Company, Grand Ranids Mirh iono • ^ ^ 


accomplI shm e cl a I me d 


JZJa CQU I tI 


R E CO V E R( ES 


approved 

COPIES MADE; 




CASE HAS BEEM; 

P E N D CM G OVER ONE Y F / 
pending p pose CU Tt Or>j 

OVER Si X MON TH3 


SPECIAL AGENl 
IN CHARGE 


6 - Bureau 


1 - Detroit (161-1355) 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


_Dnsemin_at|^^^„rd of Attoched ReporV 

l/,M. H: ,/TM 


^cqoest Reed, i 
Mtte Fwd. !./) • ' 
;!f)w Fwd. a 


No fation s 


COVER PAGE 
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L , |Investigator, Iniiui iou .Miil 

Naturalization Service, Detroit, Michigan. 

j lnvestigator. United Stales Cu Uoni.s , 

Detroit, Micnigan. 


Sources of the Detroit office of the FBI, \.7ho have 
detailed knowledge of organized crime activities in Michigan, 
and who have all advised that there is no kno^^m illegal or 
improper connection between appointee and F & A Cheese Company 
are as follows: 


These above sources of the Detroit office have also 
advised that F & A Cheese Company has no known connection with 
organized crime. 
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Bureau File #; 


Character: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis; 


Investigation concerning appointee's 
sponsorship of Bill in 91st Congress 
to permit permanent residence in 
United States of alien at request of 
constituent, OXiTner of F A A Cheese 
Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
revealed unsubstantiated information 
fcm Confidential sources alleging 
F 0 A Cheese Company has ties to'^ 
organized crime. Allegation unsupported 
by iiichigan FBI confidential sourcL. 
Sources have no information of 
improper relationsuip between appointee 
and F & A Cheese Company. 


-P_ 
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1 . ^ October 17, 1973, the Immigration and 

Service (INS), Chicago Division, advised 
of one r s|) onsored a Private Bill on behalf 


The purpose of this Bill was to allow i i 

cin Illegal alien from Italy, to remain in the United 


addition to the appointee's Private Bill, the 
INS records revealed four addtional bills introduced on 

■desire to remain in the United States. 


HR 16685, filed July 28, 1966, 
introduced by Ilr. MULTER. 


HR 1704, filed January 10, 1967, 
introduced by Mr. MULTER. 


be 

b7C 


S. 3105, filed November 4, 1969, 
introduced by Mr. PROXMIRE 


S. 225, filed January 26, 1971, 
introduced by Mr. PROXMIRE. 


INS records further revealed that Private Bill S 

was 


received adverse action on July 20, 1971 and T I was 


226 


SA 


-The £al_LQui 


October 17, 1973: 


^ investigation \\7ns by 

I and I fon 


Naturalization service [ I Detroit’ 

department's records revealed advised his 

apprehended in 1972 as an ille^l alien while .'orkln.> tor 
Belle Cheese Company, Amery, Wisconsin, a subsidiary of 
F & A Cheese Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan. ^ 


r 


DE 161-iJ55 
DLB/dmw - 1 


SAs 


The following i nvestigation was cond ucted by 

j and C. [ October 18, 


I 1 aiiu I 

1973, at Grand Rapids, Michigan; 


FRANK pRRANOVA, JR., 5489 East Fulton, Ada, 
advised that he is President and half o;^er of 
7 An 7 Cheese Company wita administrative offices located at 
700 Jbth Street, SE, Suite 107, Grand Rapids. He advised 

TFRWAMnuA business is his brother ANGELO 

iERKANOVA who is Vice President and who resides in Amerv 

Wisconsin. He advised that his company owns Belle Cheese 
Company located in Amery which is the location of the 
manufacturing portion of their business. He advised they also 
have a warehouse located at Dresser, Wisconsin, which ifthe 
location of F & A Dairy Company also owned by F & A Cheese 

advised that he came to the United States 
1951 in the United States Army from 

R discharge from the Army came to 

Grand Rapids and worked for his uncle, FRED TERRANOVA who 

^A operator of a food market located on 

FRFn^™iMm;A Rapids. He advised that 

FRED TERR^OVA was a friend of GERALD R. FORD’s and that 
-through his uncle he met FORD himspl f ./ * — 


•bo 

:b7C 


He advised that in an efforc to aid I I m paintno — 

entr pics to the United States, he w int to Washl ngtgg^ D?^c. 
With] ^ land met with FORD and FORD offered h1.q 

O O O T 4 ,* .to- I I 

I to come to 


, ■ ■ — * — CXiJ 

assistance in clearing the path forf 
the United States. 


in 


He 


19 ^ 


,^tated that FORD introduced a bill which resulted 
J 6ing allowed to enter legally in approximately 


3 
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b 
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TERRANOVA advised that in i9i7, he and his brother 
started their current cheese business and at tliat Lime were 
buying and selling cheese in Wisconsin. He stated that 
they purchased the Belle Cheese Company in approximately l‘)65 
and began the manufacturing of their own cheese. He stated 
they had difficulty in producing good quality mozzarella 
cheese and conducted a search in Wisconsin for a man who was 
qualified to produce mozzarella cheese. He stated that 


they located | | who was considered an_ 

in the cheese T^ siness and who was then working for[_ 


expert 


He stated they hired him and subsequently 
round out that he had only a temporary visa for entry into 
the United States. He stated that as the time approached when 
I I visa was to expire they began looking for ways to 

have his visa extended as they considered him very necessary 
for the continued operation of their cheese business. He 
stated he recalled that GERALD FORD had given him assistance 
in getting clearance for | | to enter the United States 

so decided to get in touch with FO RD again t o see if he could 
assist them in getting the visa of I ~l extended. He 

stated he called FORD' s office in Washington, D. C. and talked 
to one of ford's secretaries and explained the situation. He 
stated in talking with FORD' s secretary it was deter mined it 
might be possible to have a bill introduced allowing [ 


to remain in the United States if he were given a special 
classification by the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
as an "extremely skilled worker". He stated FORD subsequently 
wrote a letter to him advising him that he would introduce 
such a bill explaining that he could not guarantee that such 
a bill would be passed. He stated he un derstood t hat as a 
result of ford's introducing such a bill I 1 would be 

allowed to remain in the United States until such time as 
the bill could be acted upon. He stated that he was later 
advised by FORD that the bill did not pass and that I I 

would have to return to Italy. He stated that | I 

finally returned to Italy in February two or three years 
ago as he was required to do. 


TERRANOVA advised that he has never contributed to 
any campaign of GERALD FORD's or of anybody in either the 
Republican or Democratic Parties for any election and that 
the only reason for his contacts with FORD on these occasions 
was that FORD was the representative for his home district in 
Michigan and that he understood that these matters are 
customarily handled by your Congressman. 


DE 161-1355 
JSH/eaJ - 2 


, , Some reliable confidential sources, involved 

o**ganized crime within the 

OffiL advised the Detroit 

have received unsubstantiati^ information to ^ 

F^& ANGELqBerrANOTA, Owners of 

F & A Cheese Company of Grand^^ Rapids, Michigan have 

advised the^PBl th?? J®°^i<*e“tial sources have, in addition, 
aavxsed the FBI that there is no Information indicatine 

exists between the TERRANOVA ^ 
brothers and Congressman GERALD R. FORD, nor any suspicion 

past/”^ questionable relationship exists now or in the 

T*on n confidential sources of known 

reliability, who have reported directly to the FBI 

Detroit Office, and who are in a position to know intlraatelv 

La CosI^NLJr^^^h*^ association and activities of 

La Cosa Nostra, have advised the FBI that they have no 

thM ?^rTERRANOTrbro?r’“*’°''f ? “"““Xstantlated rumors 

or ties ?! S®""! ‘'»»® cODuections 

or ties to the La Cosa Nostra. These same reliable frt 

sources have advised that they have no information indicating 

betieertS TERRANwf i** existing currently or in the past 
Detween the TERRANOVA brothers and Congressman GERALD R FORD 
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iir""/ miu a review of 

was obtained by subpoena duces tprfrm — frrrn * 

nex,7spaper article is incluJ^J ^ aPDropr^n^o 

October 18, 1973. United oi 

of the opinion that | Ih^ri at Baltimore was 

Federal Grand Jurv W hi“iself before the 

/ thaf I ^ ■ cnere is no indication in Detroi ^ Fi i « 

I Jthat I j^as ever indicted for perjury! ^ 


appointee ' 


^“j-xuien at/ accounts of 

/irginia, was set out b\ iji 1 ..,.1 i .^-.1 i- I ^i^^^ndria. 

Alexandria, dated 10/19)'73. ^ ceieLype co Director and 


bS 

be 

b7C 


be 

b7C 


i 


“ B - 

COVER PAGE 



be 

b7C 

b7D 


DE 161-1355 


NON-SYMBOL SOURCES 

™Inistrative page 



3 ^ 


as to 


pro viued the information 


3 


I 

I 



PD-2n4 fRev. 3-3-59) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy fo: 


ILL IlFOm-UkTIOl COITIII-IED 
HIKE 11 IS IWCLASSIFIED 

DATE 02-25-2008 BY 60324/TJC/BAl/STP/tils 


Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office File 
Title: 


SA(A) [ 


October 20, 1973 
161-1355 

GERALD RUDOLPH FORD 


Offic. Detroit, Michigan 


Bureau File 


Character: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: 


personal'" backgromd^lnfor- 
jnation^nd detailed financial records coilS^nlng 

i ^ I has performed accountincr 

^ nd inc ome tax work for Hr. FORD since 1949. 
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niade avai lable copies c>fJ ~ 


T _„ . . HrICHAKD ADDISON FORD 

brother of GEPJU,D R. FORD, operates Ford' Pa inl- 
and Varnish Company, Grand Rapids, which is 

Detroit, Hich. GERALD R. FORD owns ' debenture 
received an ^38 tor 59,031.25. Mr. ISm 

TrLt^Coi'' Director, old Kent Bank and 
from the llald orSireSors' 2/2^6^ 

reoeiverSlSc“to“?‘?fte:nS't?i5e? 

from the co rpora Unn , 

reviewed, bank records verifiedrsJcuJitier”'’ 
insurance and automobile valuations obtained. 
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DETAILS : 


expenses forCERALD r! IT 

8/4/70 - 11/7/72 L elections 

HILARY P. SNELL summarized. 

Committee, 1972 ,' and W^TER j!°SsSELL^° 2 h''^®® 

intervieierand°finlncif/?''‘^ Committed, 

RUSSELL Stated that records reviewed, 

of possible wrongdoing in^?!fl ^ question 

during appointee's 

RUSSELL believes tranca^^i- ® campaign, 

had no firsthand t>ut 

the money. RUSSELL said 
person concerning the $11 Snn”"®® informed 
MEYER, AdministJItIvJ Islilt^nTt ■ 

now deceased. GARY MAnuTn-f appointee. 

Republican H 4 adq«?terrS^HA^S?n‘'S“‘^ 

JR., Republican Sta?«^^ HAROLD m. mc CLURE, 

1970. 

knowledge of anv ^ ^ud no 

received by Mr ford an’ ®'^f\us $11,500, being 

listed in ?he kna^iarr^ports^'^nr^rj^X 
funas are collected to b^us^^ A stated that 
political candidate rather thfn^? Republican 
individual. Cooie^ T T ^ one 

concerning expense*; nt Election Laws 

GORDON VANDER^TILT aa ?^^'^^dutes set forth, 
to Mr. pSf s^ed Assistant 

Attorney WALTER RUSSELL th?+-'^M^ given by 
limits expenses of cfndi^^? Michigan Statute 
and not to funds of individually 

DORIS GARRELL recalled committee, 

raised during IlYrcJ^p^a^ question was 

paid by cher/:^ 


- P - 
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Michigan: 


miollowing investigation was conducted bv 
— -1°° 19. 1973, at Gra^d Lplds, 


b 6 
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(CPA), of the 'toEerry Mf Accountax>t, 

BuUdins, Grand Rapids. ?Sm"?^h"ed=^^he^^“ilo«?nf ^nlfrLtlon: 

re\2ESrfo?aSr=ii°f'pf Pfil incoL'”a^“’^ 

POHB on occasion tl' P^O rp°^?sSnIl"|^and. 

VAN NOORD advised that M-r mpn • 4 . • 

^d accurate financial records whiJh “‘^ptains complete 
Me Bain CPA Firm on a monSfv K ^ ^ H ^^^ishes to the 
ford to be of the highS moL^S®* considers 

^gj^^feadily accepts^any sS^^gestions^Sid^H®^^-"'®’^*^^®’^®^ 

CPA firm concerning his finSMii" descisions by the 

of Federal income tax returns. and the preparation 


I 
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Agent [ 


17, 1973: 


_ The following investigation was conducted by Special 
1> at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 


... . . RICHARD ADDISON FORD, 1547 Woodcliff rr-or,^ v 
Michigan, was interviewed at his nlacrof bncT^.Sc 

CompLy"\§3fInLSS"^"’G?U " 

advised he is the brother of CFRAT n 
FORD and is currently running the FoS business at ?b?f 

6Q A '21 'yc u* u ^ uGbenturs in ths snioiint of 

^y,UJl,25, which was received in j ^ 

pSrsHSiif tSItLIfrf 

unfamiliar with GERALD FORD'q ramT^ advised he is 

was never involved in its supDort^^^H^ finances and the companj 
has stayed away from bidl'n^^EE * S® advised that he 

as not to jeopardize his brothpr^«^r»^?^^^™*?’^*' ^°^t^ncts so 

D^®^^f’^3ncial assets are modest and*^are*^i?f^v,^^5f®aV advise 
P. MATHESON, Brokerage Firm o DONALD 

that they a.iou„ted"ti\^"“ie°th^ 

choice for Vice ^esld^t his brother is an excellent 

political life to bl fJee S aS^tvS. “><* 

would cause embarraLment to ^ incident, which 

and his family. Government or to himself 

drinker an2\«ps'htasflfphyScallv°?i? ^"'“f^ate social 

his family^ ^he following information concerning 


b6 
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on January 26^*^1962^ and RUDOLPH FORD, died 

passed away on October 28 1967 FORD, 

THOMAS GERALD FORD of 900 ? stated his brother, 

Michigan, wa“ S on jS?y if Rapids,’ 

JAMES FRANCIS FORD, 1059 Ide^ SE^^GrSd 

was bom on August 11 , 1927 and Rapids, Michigan, 

Woodcliff SE, Grand RADids ’Mf^h,- ^^*" ^®,^esided at 1547 
30, 1924. Kapids, Michigan, and was bom June 

th BETT/BLOOMER^FORD^rbaSg?oSr'^ ^hT J}® . ,«’"£smiliar 

did kiow that she was a danrf«r,^f°^ advised that he 

Dancing Studio? sSsSred bi ?ha^1‘'^®^.^*^ Travis 
Grand Rapids, MichiSJn Women's City Club, 

studio no longer exists Ha that this dancing 

on his knowledge, Mrs. GERALD FORn^’^ stated that based 
parents and both ’ are decea^d T 

she had a brother but he has no idaa nf^h^ believed 

or identity. idea of his whereabouts 

wns fomer?; lmpKye?§J husbond 

Michigan, but he hL sincrmoJeS ^ Rapids, 

advised that all he coild reSf n? He 

first name which was BILL and tha r- first husband was his 
incompatibility. He advised divorce waf 

information concerning RICHARD FORD's f stP?^S?!awf BEm. 

in WashingtonP''hf seel*hl«°S? Sf has been 

back to town for sma^irTT-in- ^ occasion when he comp <5 
been fairirilmrte§"tiicf hJf^fmth""* contacts ha?e 
in Washington, but they do mlintaS^r political office 

when GERALD FORD comes^into ?omf contact on the occasions 
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Special investigation^was conducted by 

Michigan, on October 17, 1973 * Grand Rapids, 

RICKARD GILLETT. Prf^c!iH,:av,4- j t. 
and Trust Company, l Vandenber^SeAtSi , 

Michigan, furnished the following infomation:‘ ' 

over 30 years'^Ld^during^Sat^t^^® 

to be a man of outstandina found Mr. FORD 

honesty. GILLETT also^stlted^thit^h^®®' integrity and 
with Mr. ford's entire famii,, acquainted 

enjoy an excellent reputation 

He also stated that he has no o Grand Rapids area, 

ability to discharge his dutieS'^as^ViSe FORD's 

If it became neceslary as President! or 

v/as appointed'^to^the^BoSd^of^DirS'^?^^ f’ORD 

Bank and Trust Company? GILLST sJa?^^ fu 
Mr. FORD’S appointment the omLts of t^S^^ 

and that thrSugg 

also become more aware of the orobloL^^o 

Rapids, Michigan, area. GILLETT stated Grand 

appointment, both Mr, FORD ?nd f 

this matter to insure thS there San^So officers reviewec 

could not be on the Roar-H o+r reason why he 

United States Congressman. GlLLETT^Jot'^S^iK fs a 

members of Congress currently servo ae believes mai 

Of different binhs thrSJghJi? 
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stories bega“eSj;it?i| stated that 

a E??ect« 0f\hLe1tIrl3'"«7 

FORD pE?chIsS“00^shaJerof Md°LnE *'t^ appointment, 

of 100 shares in that MrporatiSn GIU^ETT^^J'^e^a”^”™” 
that neither he personalirSor ES; bS^lSt TOR? th 

S‘«?L?grpl3oSIil^ 

ever lent money to FORD for any Reason whaE“ev«! 

to ford’s cSpfignrin'^the'’pLt*’^he has'’^^ contributed 
forfC^aign contributions by FORD or an^membefEf'Ms^""'' 
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, The foXlQwing investigation was conducted by 

Mic higan • October 16, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

_ Honorable JOHN T. LETTS, Judge, 17th Judicial 
Circuit Court of Michigan, Second Floor, Hall of Justice 
Building, Grand Rapids, advised that he first met Appointee 

and has maintained a close personal relationshio 
with him since that time. cti-xousnip 

^ ® Appointee has backed him during his 

career in Gr^d Rapids and recently suggested that he, LETTS, 
file an application for position as Chairman of the Federal 
Communi ca 1 1 on s Commi s s i on » 

.-u LETTS advised that he considers Appointee to be one 
of the most honest individuals hekiows, explaining that 
approximately five years ago Appointee was appointed a member 
of the Board of the Old Kent Bank in Grand RapiSrhoSevI? 
he shortly thereafter removed himself from that position due 
'I’^fstion of conflict of interest was raised 
^d rather than be connected with any question of his integrity 
he removed himself from this position. ° ^ 

j • .. LETTS stated that being a Negro he felt that Aonointee 

many years in Congress had been extremely fair with 
fiL minorltres and had never heard myoSe 

from this area mention him as being prejudiced in any manner. 

personally felt that Appointee had been as 

minority ® concerning the blacks and other 

LETTS further advised that he knows Appointee's 
rothers and in fact his brother JAMES is his personal optometrist 
adding that both he and JAMES FORD are members of the Gr^d * 

Rapids Michigan Lions Club. ^J:ana 

residents: ?n complaint he has heard from 

residents in this area is that Appointee has not made very manv 

appointments from this area during his many years in^ 
the Congrep and some individuals believe that he shbuld have 
jobs*^^^^^ niany more Michigan residents in government 
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FINANCES 


On October 17, 1973, ROBERT J, MG BAIN, Sr., 
C.P.A., 435 Old Kent Building, Grand Rapids, Mich igan, 
Telephone Num ber 459-8257. advised Special Agents I 1 

I I and I I that his firm was 

prepared to provide any and all financial data regarding 
GERALD R. FORD which was in their possession. 

Mr, MG BAIN explained that he had received a 
telephone call from Mr, FORD on October 16, 1973, at 
which time Mr, FORD had requested the McBain C,P,A, 

Firm's cooperation in assisting the FBI in its 
investigation, 

Mr, MG BAIN made availabl e copies of the 
following records to Special Agents I I and I I ; 


1 

1 


are summarized as follows: 
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The following information was obtaine d from a re view 
records mad e available by Mr. MC BAIN to SAs I 

I and I I on October 17-19, 1973: 


Congressman FORD maintains a checking account with the 
Sergeant At Arms, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

He has the only authorized signature on this account. Copies 
of all deposit slips along with explanations of the deposits, 
monthly bank statements and all cancelled checks are maintained 
by MC BAIN for the past years. 

In the bank book, Mr. FORD states the purpose of each 
check deposit in this account consist primarily of sdary and 
honorarixams . 


He also maintains a joint checking account with his 
wife at Central Bank, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Deposits in this 
account are generally rental income and other minor income. 
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MC BAIN prepares detailed cash receipts and disbursement 
books on both of these accounts. At the end of each year the totals 
are posted to the tax work papers and after minor adjusting, 
entire balance sheets and profit and loss statements are prepared. 
From the tax work papers figures are transferred to the tax 
returns . 
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FORD are 

The average cash balances 
as follows: 

for the account of GE’ 

Y^R 

.SERGEAKT_ AT A.RMS 

CENTRAL BANK 

1973 

$3,551.07 

$530.17 

1972 

1,505?. 56 

445.28 

1971 

1,609.03 

353.23 

1970 

2,922.35 

474.82 
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The following comments are made regarding the 
review of the financial records of Mr. FORD as prepared 
by Mr. MC BAIN and made available to SA | 
on October 19, 1973: 


1973 RECEIPTS 


All 1973 receipts were reviewed and no unusual items 
were noted. Receipts of 1973 were not broken down by class 
until Mr. FORD provides more information to his accountants. 
The review disclosed the normal sources of Income. 

ADJUSTING ENTRIES 


All adjusting entries were reviewed from 1970 to 
1973 and nothing unusual was noted. 

STATEMENT OF NET WORTH 

SEPTEMBER 30, 1973 

Under assets, MC BAIN advised that the cash in 
payments was estimated at $2,000.00. The amount listed as 
Mr. FORD s contributed cost to the retirement fund was obtained 
from Mr. FORD's office in Washington. The real estate values 
for the property in Alexandria, Virginia; Vail, Colorado; 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, and South Branch Toi^mship, Michigan, 
were obtained from Mr. FORD's office in Washington. The value 
of the furnishings for his rental and personal residences 
were obtained from Mr. FORD's office also. General bills 
outstanding were estimated at $1,500.00. The notes payable 
to the National Bank of Washington v/ere traced to the cash 
receipts and cash disbursement book. 

FIXED ASSETS 

The 1968 Chrysler is the only vehicle shown on the 
tax work papers. The 50% cost was traced to the cash disburse- 
ment book in 1968, the other 50% is considered personal use 
and therefore, not included in the tax work papers. 

The Grand Rapids Sherman home account has had no 
change since 1962. MC BAIN advised that he does not have any 
cost records prior to 1962. 
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Furniture and fixtures for the Sherman home account 
were traced to the cash disbursement book. The only change 
to the Sherman improvement account is an expenditure of 
$1,891.90 which was traced to the cash disbursement book. 

Vail, Colorado, property cost, which included land, 
building and furnishings, were traced to the cash disbursement 
books for 1970 through 1972. 

Depreciation schedules were reviewed for the business 
and rental property and appeared to be proper. 

Investments as of 1972 on the tax work papers consists 
of $250.00 for the Spring Valley Hunt and Country Club and 
$1,600.00 as a one-fourth interest in the Cabrefae Cabin. 

Both of these items were traced to the original books of entry. 

Liabilities as of December 31, 1972, were verified 
to the cash receipts and cash disbursement books. 

Comparative balance sheets were prepared on Mr. FORD 
from 1962 through 1972, from the tax work papers. These 
balance sheets do not include all of Mr. FORD' s assets. Those 
assets which have been omitted are stocks owned or debenture 
bonds owned, a savings account, household goods of his 
Washington home and those automobiles which are used exclusively 
for personal use. 

It would not be proper to compare these tax v^rth 
sheet balance sheets to his statement of net worth dated 
December 31, 1972, as the September 30, 1973, statement of 
net worth included current valuation as compared to historical 
costs. 
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The fo llowing investigatio n was conducted 
by Special Agent I I at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan, on October 17, 1973: 

DOROTHY PYMAN, Deputy Clerk, Register of 
Deeds, Kent County Administration Building, 300 
Monroe Avenue, Northwest, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
advised that on July 5, 1950, GERALD R. FORD, Jr., 
and ELIZABETH B, FORD, husband and wife, purchased 
real estate located at 1624 Shermai^,Str£gtj_Sou^^ast , 
£raa±^pids, Michigan, from I I 

I U husband and wife. She advised this property 

was purchased for approximately$22,000. She advised 
that FORD and his wife obtained a mortgage on this 
property with Grand Rapids Mutual Federal Savings and 
Loan Association, 201 Monroe Avenue, Northwest, 

Grand Rapids, Michigan. She advised that the amount 
of this mortgage was $18,000 with interest at the rate 
of four per cent per anntjra on the unpaid balance 
until paid. She advised that mortgage payments on this 
property were payable on monthly installments of 
$109.08 commencing on August 1, 1950, and terminating 
on July 1, 1970, She advised that this mortgage was 
discharged on May 25, 1966. 

W.J, HOEKSTRA, Clerk, Kent County Treasury's 
Office, 300 Rfonroe Avenue, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
advised that a review of the records of his office 
indicated that taxes on the above mentioned property 
are currently paid. He stated that his records 
indicated that FORD has never been delinquent on the 
payments of these taxes. 
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JAMES D, SORG, City Income Tax Administrator, 
City Building, Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised that 
under current tax laws, FORD is currently exempt from 
paying city taxes in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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The xol Iov;inr; investigation 
I on October 18, 1B73, 


was c On dvic t ed by 
at Grand Rapids, 


Mich i- 


The National Market Reports, Incorporated, Official 
Used Cars Valuat ions -Region A, October 1 through November 1 
1973, also known as the "Red Book", reflects the xollo'ving 
information: 


1968 Chx’ysler 
1972 Jeep 

1969 Mustang 
1971 Mustang 


$ 975.00 
;?2, 530.00 
$1,300.00 
$ 2 , 000.00 


Total 36,803.00 

The foll o\yir!g investigation was conducted by Zk 

I I On October 19, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: 

JfJHN J. MdllArtTY, Vice-President, George A. Miller, 
Incorporated, 1407 Robinson Road, Southeast, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, advised that the FORD residence, Sherman Drive, 
would be currently appraised between $18,900.00 and :321, 500.00. 


A. ‘ft 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription_ 10/18/73 


^ ^ Records of the Union Bank and Trust Comnanv m a 

GERALD r^FORr^JR Rapids, Mchi^an, iSicaUd'thit 

K . f Cherry, Grand Rapids, maintained a 

check i ng am ount with that bank. The account number is 

balance 1. SlQHn°£g??h ?" The current 

^xauce is ?iU6,10 which is the high balaice for the ve^r 

mu® baloice for the last three quartere was §?3.00. 

''*'y 1T«1® actlvify and appeari ti ^4 


interviewed on_ 


U. Michigan F;ie» Detroit 161-1355 


by*. 


SAl 


(^dmsL 


. Date dictated_ 10/18/73 


Thi= d<: 

d and 


ament contains neither re c q nn m e nda t i ons (Vor :'onr 
its contents ore not to be distributed outside you 


( i o n s c 
agency 


r*' 

the FBI. property of the FB! and 


loaned to yo 


agency; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of tronscr ipfion_ 10/18/73 


Records of the Union Bank and Trust Company, il.A. , 
200 Ottawa Avenue, NW, Gr^d Rapid s, Michigan, indicated a 

checking account nuniber| |in the naae of GERALD R. 

FORD, Fifth District Account, House Office Building, 
Washington, D. G. This account was opened on November 1, 
1960, and there is a current balance of $1,290.02 as of 
October 17, 1973. The average balance for the past year was 
$1,446.00. Review of the statements for this account since 
it was opened revealed no unusual activity or unusu^ly 
large de^Sits or withdrawals. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription^ 


IQ/19/73 


^ Records of the Union Bank and Trust Goaroany, N.A. . 

Rapids, Michigan, indicated thit 
CcHiffittittee, 1435 Ganesee, Graiid 
Rapids, dxd maintajQ a checking acccrunt with that bank. The 

account number was | | and was opened in February, 

■ 19^4i a nd .closed on February 27, 1973. A review of account 

I 1 revealed an average taonthly balmce of $2,257.00. 

There were no unusual transactions noted during the review 
of the accoimt. 
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SAT 


Michigan: 


jlie — rollowing investigation was conducted by 
Ion October 19, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 


noa -1 4 --^ review or the Detailed Statement of Nomination 

and election expenses for the 5th District Republican 
revealed the majority of the disbursements 
v.ere for salary payments to employees and the receipts 

Sittee'"" Republican Finance 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Dato ol transcriplion 


10/3.9/73 


Pvccordr. of Central Bank, 65 Monroe Street, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, show GERALD R. FORD, JR. Ims three savings 
accounts. 


The first account, number 05504-261-4, is currently 
closed. Tliis account v.as opened on October 4, 1967, and 
closed November 15, 1963. The account V7as opened in the 
amount of $87.44 in connection viith a court order. The 
average baiance was $85.00 and no unusual activity^ was 
noted.’ This was an esteite account and vzas o pened in the 
name of THOMAS G. FORD, GERAiD R. FORD,: JR., I ~l 

I and J/'IiKS F. FORD, co-executors, Estate of DOROTHY 
FORD, Deceased, 601 Crosby, Northwest, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
49504. 

The second account was opened in tliei name of 
GERALD R. FORD . JR., on April 25, 1941, under account number 
I This a ccount v.-as subs equently changed . to 
a joint account v/ith I I The average monthly 

baiance V 7 as $475.00 and there was no unusual activity 
on this account. 

The third savings account was in the name of ! 

THOMAS G. F ORD and GERALD R. FORD under account -number 
I I This account listed an address of 1043 

Lake Grove, Soutlieast, Grand Rapids, Michigan. This is 
a joint accoun.t opened in the amount of $5/4.88 and has 
maintained an average balance of $55.00 with the present 
balance being $3.95. There has not been any activity 
on this account since September 7, 1966. 

The Central Bank records reflect that there has 
never been any personal loans or mortgages made to 
GER>\LD R. FORD, JR. and there is no record of any checking 
accounts. 


The Central Bank records also indicate that there 
has never been any problems with aiiy of Mr. F0RD‘s accounts. 


Interviev/ed on -10/t7/-7-3- 

sa F 


iy. — 


- ° Gr and-Rap-id s-,— Mi cli ig£ 

ZZl'srf 
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Date dicloted^ 


This document contains neither recemmendaiions nor 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed cutsid 


conclusions o 


the bSl. 


It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to yo: 


o.^ency ; 




. fe your c g f ; n c y , 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole of Irnn.ffiplion 10 /20/73 


Rocoi-ds of the Grand Rapids Mutual Federal 
Savings and Loan Association, Monroe at Lyons, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, reflected that Mr, GERALD R, FORD, JR, 
had taken out a Veteran's Administration insured loan on 
July 5, 1950, for $18,000.00 on a dual family dvielling 
at 1624 Shei’man Street, Grand Rapids, which was valued 
at $21,000.00. This loan was for a 20 year term, and was 
paid off iiay 25, 1966, with a final payment of $1,259.01, 
There were three other large lump sura payments, which were 
on November 29, 1965 for $1,500.00, December 20, 1965 for 
$1,000.00 and February 25, 1966 for $1,000.00. There were 
never any problems with this account, and the record 
indicates Mr. FORD always stayed ahead on his payments. 

Mr, FORD also maintained a savings account at 
Grand Rapids Mutual, which was opened on February 9, 1967, 
shortly after Mr. FORD's mortgage on 1624 Sher man Street 
was paid off. The account number is I l and was 

opened with an initial deposit of $2,800,00. This is a 
joint account in the names of GERALD R, FORD, JR, and 
I I . The maximum balance for this account 

was $7,759.37, on April 1, 1970, and the current balance, 
as of October 17, 1973, is $281.57. There were three 
large deposits on November 24, 1967 for $1,000.00, July 5, 
1968 for $2,600.00 and November 18, 1968 for $2,600.00. 

The largest withdrawal was on April 8, 1968 for $5,200,00. 
The majority of the deposits were in approximately $100.00 
increments . 


I 


tnlerviewed on 


10/17/73 


Grand Rapids, Michigan fuc ^ Detroit 161-1355 


by- 


SA 


emp^ 


_0afe d icioted _ 


10/20/73 


This document contains neither recornmendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. 
(I ond its content: ore not to be distributed outside your ogency. 


tf is the properly of the FB! ond is looned to your agency; 
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BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA I I. on October 17, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: 

Mr. DAVID M, HOOGERHYDE, President, Mutual 
Home Federal Savings and Loan Association, 88 Market NW , 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised that he did not recall 
Congressman GERALD R. FC®D, JR., ever having any type of 
account at that institution. A search of records revealed 
no account in Mr. FORD’s name or his wife's name, ELIZABETH 
B, FORD. Mr. HOOGERHYDE felt it was possible Mr. FORD may 
have an account at the Grand Rapids tkitual Federal Savings 
and Loan Association, because Mr. FORD'S father had been 
a member of the Board of Directors of that institution several 
years ago. 


Mr. GECaiGE L. YOUNG, President, Grand Rapids Mutual 
Federal Savings and Loan Association, Monroe at Lyons, Grand 
Rapids, advised that he had known Congressman GERALD R. FORD, JR. 
since the late 1940s. Mr. YOUNG stated that Mr. F<»D's 
financial transactions at that institution had been totally 
satisfactory. Mr. YOUNG has been acquainted with the FORD 
family since 1938, when GERALD R. FORD, SR. became a member 
of the Board of Directors of Grand Rapids Mutual. Mr. YOUNG 
felt that GERALD, JR. was a carbon copy of his father, who was 
a man of the highest integrity, character, reputation and 
morals. The Senior Mr. FORD was a highly respected member 
of the community until his death in January, 1962. Mr. 

YOUNG felt that Mr. FORD, JR. was a loyal American, and 
associated only with the highest caliber of people. Mr. 

YOUNG felt that Mr. FCaiD was very open-minded on civil 
rights issues. He could think of nothing derogatory 
regarding any member of Mr. FC®D's family, and felt that 
Mr. FORD was an excellent choice as a Vice Presidential 
appointee . 
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SECURITIES 

The following investigation v;as conducted by SA | | 

~|» at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 18, 1973; 

GEORGE Ro HOLLISTER, Partner, Hudson, Lliite and 
Gonipatiy, 101 F Maters Building, Grand Rapids, Michigan, v/as ^ 
interviewed concerning stock purchases in Rospatch Corporation 
by GERALD Ro FORD. HOLLISTER indicated the only transaction 
handled by Hudson, Mliite and Company for Hr, FORD was on be 

May 4, 1973. HOLLISTER advised that on that date Hro FORD ;b7c 

purchased the following stock in the Rospatch Corporation 
which is sold "Over-The-Counter" : 


Date 


5/4/73 

5/4/73 

5/4/73 


5/4/73 


Number Amount 

Of Shares Per Share Total 


Stockholder 


GERALD FORD, 
Custodian for 


GERALD FORD, 
Custodian for 


HOLLISTER indicated that the above stock was delivered 
on May 25, 1973 to either GERALD FORD's home at 514 Cro^m View 
Drive, Alexandria, Virginia, or his office in the Federal 
Building, Grand Rapids, Michigan. HOLLISTER advised that the 
above stock may loave been previously owned by Marquerite 
Company before Mr. FORD's purchase but was unable to tell from 
his records. 


HOLLISTER v;as unable to furnish any information on 
the stock held by Hr. FORD in the Central Telephone and Utilities 
Company or the Stein, Roe, Famum Balance Fund Inc. HOLLISTER 
indicated he believed the stock in the above two coapanies was 
purchased on the Eastern Market. HOLLISTER provided a value 
of $22.05 per share from the Wall Street Journal of October 18, 
1973, concerning the stock in Stein, Roe, Famum Balance Fund 
Inc.’, and $23.50 value per share for Central Telephone and 
Utilities. 
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OLD KENT BMK STOCK 

On October 18, 1973, ROBERT J. MC BAIN made 
available copies of two confirmation forms from 
MacNaughton-Greenawalt and Company, Investment Bankers, 

350 Old Kent Building, One Vandenberg Center, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, to GERALD R. FORD, 514 Crown View 
Drive, Alexandria, Virginia. 

One reflects the purchase by FORD of 100 
shares of Old Kent Bank and Trust Company, Common at 
32 5/8 per share for a total price of $3,262.50, The 
trade date is reflected as January 2, 1968, and the 
settlement date as January 8, 1968^ FORD's cash 
disbursements book, maintained by MC BAIN, reflects the 
amount due was paid by check number 395 on his 
Sergeant- at -Arms account, which check was dated January 9, 
1968, in the amount of $3,262.50 payable to MacNaughton-- 
Greenawalt. ^ 


The second reflects the sale by FORD of 105 
shares of common stock of Old Kent Bank and Trust 
Company (five shares received as stock dividend) at 
34% per share for a total price of $3,622.50. The 
trade date is reflected as September 13, 1968, and the 
settlement date as September 20, 1968. FORD's cash 
pceipts book, maintained by MC BAIN, reflects the 
$3,622.50 was deposited in the Sergeant-at-Arms account 
on September 17, 1968. 

A review of the tax worksheets prepared by 
FORD s accountant, ROBERT J, MC BAIN, for the years 1963 
through 1972 reflect the following amnnnrs nf 

inrome 
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The follow ing investigation was conducted by Special 

Agent I I at Grand Ranids, Michigan, on October 18, 

1973: 


BOB DURHAM, Broker, Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner, 
and Smith, Incorporated, 126 Ottawa, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
provided the following information concerning the market value 
of Rospatch Corporation on this date: 


Bid Price: 
Asking Price; 
Buying Price: 


$15.50 per share 
$16.50 per share 
$16.00 per share 
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The following investigation was conducted by 

SA I I on October 19, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: 


ROBERT J. MG BAIN, Certified Public Accountant, 


435 Old Ke nt Building, Grand Ranids. nrnviHpH I 

I _ * I —111 


details concerning f 


hb 

hlC 


h3 

bo 

b7C 


MG BAIN advised the September 30, 1973, market value 
as being $21.60 per share as obtained from Grand Rapids 
Brokerage Firm Paine, Weber, Jackson and Curtis. Total 
market value $1,299.00 is listed on the September 30, 1973 
balance sheet. 

MG BAIN stated FORD's records do not disclose a 
date or dates of purchase. All dividends have been re- 
invested in additional shares. 
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ROSPATGH CORPORATION 


On October 17. 1973, the follo wing items 
were furnished to SA I I from Mr. 

RICHARD F. BRUSH, President and Chief Executive, 

Rospatch Corporation, 609 Myrtle, Northwest, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, telephone number 451-3007; 

1. Copies of Travel Vouchers submitted by 
GERALD FORD since September, 1965, regarding 
his travel expenses to and from Board of 
Director meetings. 

2. Copies of I 


3. One copy of the Rospatch Corporation Annual 
Report, dated 1972. 

4. Copies from Stockholders Ledger indicating 
stockholdings of GERALD FORD in Rospatch 
Corporation and Beneficiaries. 

5. One copy of the minutes of a meeting of the 
Board of Directors, Rose Patch and Label Company, 
dated June 16, 1964. The copy contains a 
statement as to GERALD FORD's election to the 
Board of Directors. 


The above records were reviewed by SA(A) I I 

Jon October 17, 1973, and are included in the following: 
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Rospatch Corporation 

June, 1964 - October 10, 1973 

GERALD R. FORD, JR., 

Member of the Board of Directors 


FORD was elected to the Board of Directors of 
Rose Patch and Label Company on June 16, 1964. Rose Patch 
and Label Company name changed to Rospatch during the 
of 1968. FORD received the below fees for being a member 
on the Board of Directors: 


Director Fees 


Year 


Amount 


1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 


$ 600.00 

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

1.300.00 

1.400.00 

1.700.00 

1.700.00 

1.600.00 


The below travel expenses were paid to FORD for 
attending Board of Director meetings for Rospatch Corporation. 

The primary expenses were for air transportation from Washington, 
D.C., to Grand Rapids, and returned. 


Year 

Amount 

1964 

$ - 0 

1965 

245.34 

1966 

62.45 

1967 

277.63 

1968 

46.75 

1969 

175.48 

1970 

710.04 

1971 

457.40 

1972 

512.00 

Oct., 1973 

486.54 


" ■ ‘-f 

tj / 
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GEBALD R. FORD, JR. family ovms the following 
stock in Rospatch Corporation: 

Outstanding Stock 

Owner Shares as of ZH/IS 

GERALD R. FORD. Custodian 65 

fori I 


GERALD R. FORD. Custodian 
for I I 


According to the 1972 aimml report, Rospatch 
Corporation is engaged in manufacturing labels and tapes 
and packaging, has machinery and equipment companies and a 
film extrusion subsidiary. 



DE 161-1355 
TFS/vlra-1 



The following 


SA 

Michigan: 


invGStigatD.on was 
on October 17 > 1973 


conducted by 
, at Grand Rapids, 


Mr. VJILLIAM J. CHAILLEj I 

East Grand Rapids, Michigan, telephone nurnberj I 

Chairman of the Board of Directors, Rospatch Corporation, 
Exhibitors Building, Grand Rapids, telephone number 458-1464, 
advised that he has kno\TO GERALD FORD since 1954. He stated 
that he has knovm Mr. FORD well since 1964 when Mr, FORD came 
on as a member of the Board of Directors. Mr. FORD became 
a member of the Board of Directors at Rospatch Corporation 
on June 16, 1964, and is presently a member of the board, 

Mr. CHAILLE stated that he understands Mr. FORD will resign 
from the Board of Directors if he is confirmed for the 
Vice-Presidency. Mr. CHAILLE stated that Mr. FORD receives 
a directors fee, of $1,200.00 a year. All board members 
receive this fee per year v;hcther they attend board meetings’ 
or not. Mr. CHAILLE continued by stating that a board 
member receives an additional $100,00 for each meeting 
attended. There are six board meetings per year. In addition 
all out of town travel expenses with regard to board meetings 
are paid for. 

When questioned concerning reputation as to sobriety, 
honesty, trustworthiness, reliability and discretion, Mr. 

CHAILLE advised that GERALD FORD is the epitome of these 
qualities, Mr. CHAILLE maintained that Mr. FORD never received 
any favors and was treated as any other board member. As far 
as Mr. CHAILLE is concerned there areno activities on the part 
of GERALD FORD vjhich would reveal a lack of the above qualities. 
Mr, CHAILLE maintained that Mr. FORD is a dedicated American 
citizen. The Board of Directors asked Mr. FORD to become a 
member of the board in order that Mr. FORD could learn the 
problems of a small corporation. According to Mr. CHAILLE, 

Mr, FORD felt it was important to be exposed to this. Mr. 
CHAILLE stated that Mr. FORD has a small amount of stock -in 
the Rospatch Corporation, and that the beneficiaries are his 
family members. Mr. CHAILLE stated "we have no special 
connections with Mr. FORD". Mr. CHAILLE further maintained 
that President NIXON did a tremendous thing in choosing GERALD 
FORD for the Vice-Presidency. Mr. CHAILLE stated that as far 
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The following investigation was conducted by 

SA I [ on October 17, 1973, at Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: 

A review of the estate of GRACE T. GODWIN of 
Grand Rapids at the Kent County Probate Court revealed the 
follovjing information: 

On March 17, 1962, GODWIN exe cuted a last will and 
testament and among other requests left I 1 


On October 14, 1965, GODWIN died and this will was 
brought for probate action on October 15, 1965. 

On February 3, 1967, Mrs. ELIZABETH FORD, wife of 
Appointee, was appointed guardi an of this trust inasmuch as 
her four children were minors. | 
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Michigan 


LIFE INSURiM-IGE 


The following 
I on 


investigation was conducted by 3A 
October 19, 1S73, at Grand Rapids, 


R<S3EHT J. MC BAIN, Cert if led Publ ic Accountant, 
Kent Duilding, Grand Rapids , 


435 Old 

SA I 

life insurance i 
Insurance Ccxnpany . 


1 inforraatioa conccnin;, 
poi rexe s with the New England Mutual Lxxe 


Policy number 2558899 carries a $15,000.00 .i.ace 
amount for GERALD FCeD, annual premium $583.50, cash value 
$4,883.80. 


Policy number 3019587 carries a $10,000.00 face 
amount for GERAID FORD, annual premivjn $433.10, cash value 
^,101.30. 


Policy Diimber [ 

amount for 

cash value 


] ca rries a 
annual 


I face 

premium I ~| » 


MC BAIN sta ted the insuran ce agent in charge of 

the above accounts is I \ ember 

The cash valxies of the policies were traced xnto the .September, 

30, 1873, balance sheet of GERALD FCulD, 
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LIABILITY INSUHANCE 


The following investigation was conducted by 

SA I L at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 

October 18, 1973; 

DANIEL HEINES, Heines-Gobel Insurance Company, 

308 Waters Building, Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised that 
he has been acquainted with GERALD R, FORD for about 25 
years. He would not consider himself a close personal 
friend but more of a business associate. He advised that 
his insurance agency has written six separate policies 
for Mr. FORD and his family. 

HEINES stated Mr. FORD is a man of outstanding 
character and moral background. He did not know of anything 
derogatory about Mr. FORD or any members of his family. 

Mr. FORD and his entire family enjoy an outstanding reputation 
in the Grand Rapids area. He highly recommended Mr. FORD 
to serve as Vice President of the United States. 

HEINES provided the following information concerning 
Mr, ford’s insurance policies: 

St. Paul Fire and Marine Insurance Company 

St. Paul, Mi n neso ta 

1, Personal Umbrel la Liability 

Policy Number: I I 

Annual Premium: $101.00 

Coverage: ^000,000 personal liability 

2 . Homeowners PoliCT 

Policy Number: I I 

Annual Premium: $471,00 

Coverage: 514 Crown View Drive, 

Alexandria, Virginia 
House; $65,000 

Private Structures: $6,500 
♦Personal Property: $40,000 (See. attached sheet) 


be 

:b7C 
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Additional Living Expenses: $13,000 
Per s onalLi ability: $50,000 

Medical Payments: $500.00 

Policy Endorsement : 

1624 Sherman Drive, Southeast, Grand Rapids 


Personal Property: 
Credit Card Forgery: 


$2,400 

$10,000 


Automobile Policy 

Policy Number : I I 

Semi-Annual Premium: $372.40 
Coverage: 1969 - Mustang 
1971 - Mustang 

Bodily Injury: $100,000 - $300,000 
Property Damage: $10,000 
ttedical: $1,000 

Comprehensive 

Collision: $50 Deductible 

Uninsured Motorist: $20,000 - $40,000 
No Fault Endorsement 


Automobile Poll 
Policy Number: 
Annual Premium; 
Coverage : 



1968 Chrysler 
1972 Jeep 


(Limits are the same as policy number 3) 

General Liabilitx 

Policy Number: I 
Annual Premium: $67.00 

Coverage: Congressional Office - 720 Federal 
Building, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Bodily Injury: $300,000 
Property : $50 , 000 

Personal Injury.: $100,000 - $300,000 
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Formost Insurance Company 
Grand Rapids , Mic higan 

6. Motorcycle Policy^^^^_^^^^_^ 

Policy Number : | [ 

Annual Premium: $112.00 
Coverage: 1972 Yamaha - John G. Ford 
Bodily Injury: $100,000 - $300,000 
Property Damage: $10,000 
Collision: $30 deductible 

HEINES advised that all of the above policies 
are in force and claim information could be made available 
if necessary. 
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SAT 


October 17, 1973: 


The following investigation was conducted by 
j at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 


GARY SNIDER, Claims Manager, St. Paul Mercury 
Insurance Company, 1324 Lake Drive, Grand Rapids, 
advised that any checks from Mr. GERALD R. FORD written 
to this firm would, in all probability, be for premiums 
on insurance policies written and handled through the Heines- 
nS^bli 454-8257® Company, 308 Waters Building, telephone 


T I I Secretary, Heines-Goebel 

insurance company, aavised that her office records reflect 
that Mr. GER^D R. FORD has two automobile insurances; 
a home owner s policy on his Grand Rapids, Michigan, residence 
and an insurance policy covering his Grand Rapidf ConS?IssiSSI] 
office, which he has had with tKis firm for the past leveml 
inS?anr?nof^^^®'^ that the premiums on the two Ltoraobile 

... . advised that in addition. Mr. FORD in 1972 

obtained an insurance policy on I * * — | 

and a personal liability insuranci policy tor himself. 

. She_ stated that DAN HEINES, President of this asencv 
was the individual who handles Mr. FORD's insurance policies 
She stated that DAN HEINES was out of town on thirdate hn^ 
could be contacted on the following day? ’ 


be 

:b7C 


VJ 



INFORMi\TION REG.^DING 
GAMt>AlGN XONTR IljUTiMS 



be 

:b7C 


U£ 161-1355 
JHC/clc:psn - I 

Copies of GERALD R, FORD's detailed statements of 
Nomination and Election Expenses for the year of 1972, were 
provided by wILLIAM H. FITZSIld-lONS , Chief Deputy Clerk of 
Court . Ke nt County, Grand Rapids, Michigan, to SA | | 

~| on October 17, 1973: 

These are official records and only kept on file in 
Kent County for one year. Records for previous years can be 
obtained through the Secretary of State' s Office, Election 
Division, Lansing, Michigan. 


These reports are as follows: 


DATE OF 
ELECTION 

TYPE OF 
ELECTION 

DISBURSEMENTS 

RECEIPTS 

CCMMIfTEE 


Primary 

$4, lOb • 76 

$8,135.00 

GERALD R. FORD, 

Congressman, 

Republican 


Primary 



Not designated 

11/7/72 

General 

$14,392.57 

$20,087.01 Friends of Jerry 
Ford Committee 

iinni 

General 

$31,798.18 

$20,752.08 

GERALD R. FORD 

Congressman 

Republican 

11/7/72 

General 

$535.28 

$627.07 

Latvians for Ford 

11/7/72 

General 



Not designated 




) 
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h 

h 


Lte of 
ection 


1/4/70 

1/4/70 

73/70 

73/70 

73/70 

73/70 

73/70 

1/8/72 

78/72 

77/72 

77/72 

77/72 

77/72 

77/72 


The fnllnMinp- tyahi nr. v?as conducted by 

Special Agent H at Lansing, Michigan, 

on October 17, 1973: 

Mr. BERNARD J. APOL, Director, Elections Division, 
Department of State, Treasury Building, Lansing, Michigan, 
provided xerox copies of fourteen "Detailed Statements of 
Nomination and Election Expenses" pertaining to GERALD R. 
FORD, United States Representative, Fifth District of 
Michigan. Of these copies, two are dated August, 1972, 
five are dated November, 1970, two are dated August, 1970 
and five are dated November, 1972. Also provided are 
two handwritten pages spelling out FORD's relative 
standing in the election conducted since he first ran 
for office in 1948. The Detailed Statements are 
stammarized as follows: 


Type of 
Election 

Primary 

Primary 

General 

General 

General 

General 

General 

Primary 

Primary 

General 

General 

General 

General 

General 

Committees 


Obligations 

$1,560.37 

2,500.00 


Disbursements 

$ 6,079.00 

7,830.23 

7,191.69 

10,500.00 

1,215.00 

4,106.76 

14,392.57 

6,253.58 

31,798.18 

535.28 


Receipts Committee 
$ 6,079.00 

9,706.13 

9.950.00 

10.500.00 

1.215.00 

6.135.00 

20.087.01 

5.300.00 
20,752.08 

627.07 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


Ford for Congress Committee 
Veterans for Ford 
Latvians for Ford 
Greek-American Committee for Ford 
Friends of Jerry Ford Committee 
5th District Republican Committee 
Not Designated 

Gerald R. Ford, Congressman, Republican 


A review of the above statements by SA KEEHAN did 
reveal any irregular receipts or disbursfements. 




not 





be 
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Tbe followina investigation was conducted ^ 

I at^Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October io, 

1973: 


GPITTON L. GORDON, Vice President, Dover Company, 

T"?7 Beltline SE, telephone number 942-9720, advised 

hf arirlSsurer the 'GERALD R. .FORD for Congress- 

mkn Conunittee“, when the committee was in existence. As 
treasurer of the committee, he was required to submit for 
entitled, "Detailed Statements of Nomination and Election 
Expenses" to the County Clerk of Kent County, Michigan, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Michigan Election Law. 
-^hese reports set forth detailed receipts, disbursements, 
and unp3d debts or obligations incurred at the 
-Tfaneral elections held in the 5th Congressional District o 
Michigan, on August 8, 1972, and November 7, 1972, respectively. 

He was also required to submit a detailed report 
setting forth campaign expenses for GERALD FORD's campaign 
to the^Clerk of the House of Representatives. He noted tnat 
the provisions of the Michigan Election Law regaraing the 
Sporting of election expenses differed from requir^ents 
of^the United States House of 

procedures and this is why the figures on both ^P®"^ 

Submitted do not agree. He further noted 

Election Law required the reporting of election jxpens s .or 
a specific period of time covering the election only and does 
not require reporting of all the campaign expenses. 


I 
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POLITICAL ASSOCIATES 

The followi ng investigation was conducted by SA 

I I on October 17 , 1973 , at Grand Rapids , 

Michigan: 


HILARY F, SjNELL, 1065 Plymouth Road, SE, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, Attorney and Chairman of Ford For Congress 
Committee, provided the following information: 

SNELL stated he has known appointee for 19 to 20 
years almost entirely in a political nature although there 
have been many social contacts. During the early part of 
1972, SNELL and BRITT GORDON established the Ford For 
Congress Committee which uses SNELL's law office at 620 
Old Kent Building, Grand Rapids, as its mailing address. 

This conmittee collected funds for appointee's congressional 
campaign during 1972 and 1973. Records of the committee's 
transactions are kept at SNELL's office and with BRITT 
GORDON as well as being filed in Washington, D. C., with 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives . 

Prior to and during the 1970 campaign, appointee 
served as treasurer of his own campaign mainly because he 
felt the most effective way to stay abreast of the campaign 
was to be active and do the job himself. It was for this 
reason appointee handled campaign expenditures in 1970 that 
created some question regarding $11,500.00 in contributions 
that were transferred to the National Republican Committee 
in Washington, D. C. SNELL stated there was nothing irregular 
to his knowledge in this matter; however, he did not know 
the specifics of the transaction. 

SNELL stated appointee's financial holdings and 
interests were limited to his family business in Grand Rapids 
and being on the Board of Directors of Ros patch Label Corpora- 
tion for which he received a small yearly salary. In the 
past, appointee served on the Board of Directors for the 
Old Kent Bank but has since resigned this post, iiside from 
the appointee's home in Grand Rapids, SNELL was unaware of 
any other financial interest appointee maintained. 

SNELL could recall no derc^atory information regard- 
ing appointee and stated he was above reproach in all areas 
of morals, integrity, honesty, and character. Appointee was 
described as being in complete control at all times and he 
had never been seen to lose control of any situation. His 


5 ■?# 
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associates were described of the highest caliber and the only 
question ever to surface regarding any of them was concerning 
JOHN STILES, former campaign worker and assistant, who had 
some domestic problems unrelated to his association with 
appointee. 


Appointee was characterized as basically conserva- 
tive in his political philosophy but his views were always 
a matter of record. Some segments of the liberal community 
such as the American Civil Liberties Union differed with 
appointee in civil rights issues but appointee was always 
concerned with the interest of all people. Even on the 
bussing issue which created some controversy in the district, 
it appeared appointee was far ahead of his time in his 
thinking. 


SNELL stated appointee is well qualified to fill 
the position of Vice President of the United States and he 
would highly endorse him for that post. 


A review of financial records for the Ford Committee 
For Congress under identification number 013692 showed the 
following contributors making donations over $500.00: 


Committee to reelect 
GERALD FORD, 

Post Office Box 2014 
Washington, D.C. 

Drive Political Fund 
25 Louisiana Avenue 
Room 325 
Washington, D.C, 


$38,216.61 
April 25, 1972 


$ 2 , 000.00 

April 25, 1972 


Railway Clerks Political $500.00 

League, April 25, 1972 

6300 River Road 
Rosemont, Illinois 60018 


b6 
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15230 


$2, 500.00 
April 26, 1972 
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Chicago, Illiaois 60604 


Fairfax, Virginia 

Bankpac General Fund 
(political ccxamittee) 
1611 North Kent Street 
Suite 804 

Arlington, Virginia 
22209 


(businessman) 

Bryn Mavir, Pennsylvania 
19010 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
(bus inesswoman) 


Carpenters Legislative 
Improvement Committee, 
101 Constitution Avenue, 
Northwest , 

Washington, D. C. 20001 
(political committee) 

National Republican 
Congressional Committee 
(political committee) 

412 Congressional Hotel 
Washington, D. C. 

Restauranteurs Political 
Action Committee 
(political committee) 
2219 Builders Building 
228 North LaSalle Street 
Chicago, Illiaois 60601 


(businessman) 


Lansing, Michigan 


$ 2 , 000.00 

April 26, 1972 


$ 1 , 000.00 

May 11, 1972 


$2,500.00 
September 1, 1972 


$500.00 

September 11 , 1972 


$500.00 

September 11, 1972 


$750.00 

September 11 , 1972 


$ 1 , 000.00 

October 5, 1973 


$ 1 , 000.00 

October 5, 1972 


$500.00 

October 11, 1972 
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O.S.P.A.C. 

211 East Chicago Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
(P.A.C.) 


Effective Citizenship 
Fund, 

(political committee) 
Dayton, Ohio 

Committee For Action 
(political committee) 
Post Office Box 519 
Bellevue, Washington 


(businessman) 

Cbicago, Illinois 60604 


(businessman) 

New York, New York 


(businessman) 

United Airlines 

O'Hare International Airport 

Chicago, Illinois 60666 


(businessman) 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502 

National Republican 
Congressional Committee 
(political committee) 
Congressional Hotel 
Washington, D. C. 




$ 1 , 000.00 

October 11, 1972 


$525.00 

October 16 , 1972 


$500.00 

October 16, 1972 


$1,500.00 
July 25, 1972 


$3,000.00 
August 3, 1972 


$500.00 

August 3 , 1972 


$2,000.00 

August 15, 1972 


$ 1 , 000.00 
August 21, 1972 
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I ;500.oo 

(bus inessjaan ) 


Lee;^burg, TITiinia 22''.)i5 

District 2 25,000.00 

Keba-,Amo AFL-CIO August 21, 1972 

(political committee) ’ 

voluntary Political 
Act ion Fund , 

650 Fourth Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11232 
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liicliigan: 


— I Q Investigation vjas conducted by 

Ion October 16 , 1973, at Grand Rapids, 




WALTER J. RUSSELL, ,144 Iro-m' c. ow ^ ^ 

Fo?d CornStftf ^oJiSSd SrSuoSLf infonStioSf 

.sEi., ^ i” s"s„;l- £srsj',s.S"r.i?-» 

a Gr-rnH R 1972, RUSSELL and JOEL V. SOULE 

political oxTon“f to”972 .Sd 197?"‘--“SJ??fd°" ^PP°i"'^oe's 
chai^ of this coranittoo Sd SOu£e teS;fd^L 

aa/f i:S! 

F" ■“ 

of the contrlbutions^t“be’'noo^m showed the majorif 

individual con?rSSto« i^ °"?-h?” ' 

of GerSI Fo^d'^Co^Stte^r''"'*"'' $500,00- or more to the Friend: 


Name 

JOHN BENTIA, President 

Alliance Manufacturing Company 
Alliance, Ohio 



Businessman 


^ount Date 

$500.00 October 20, 1972 

$1,000.00 October 2, 1972 



■ 
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Name 

>- y 

i » 

Amount 

Date 

r 

Lav;yer 

$1,000.00 

October 6v '1^72 

New York, Nev/ York 10022 


JOSEPH M, SEGAL, President 

$2,546.01 

October 6, 1972 




Merion , Pennsylvania 19066 



^BA Political Action Fund 

17 Batteiry Place 

New York, New York 10004 

$2,500.00 

October 11, 1972 

Congressional Hotel 

Washington, D. G. 2003 

$900.00 

October 11, 1972 

Committee 

620 Old Kent Buildinp- 
Grand Rapids, Michig^ 49502 

$6,046.64 

March 12, 1973 


n Homemaker 
"L ^ 

$500.00 

November 3, 1972 1 

Washington, D. Cr 



1 

Boile^kers- Blacksmiths 
Legislative 

Program (LEAP) (CAF) 

400 First Street, IW ^ 

Washington, D. C. 20001 

$500.00 

October 11, 1972 | 


question of have raised the 

contribution^during Appointee^s“l97 n^r®^^^ ^ $11,500.00 
Icnowledge, the entire t^^Ss^chfn;^^ campaign. To RUSSELL's 
he admitted his information^regSdin^ the 

from newspaper accounts and he^had So f 5 obtained 

or laiowledge v/ith respect to the money RljqSrf? involvement 
perhaps the most informed person cSSSSmiSf tS^SeS 
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^ taom to I Interest were not - 

axo\m CO KUooj^LL buL nc felt that outside the f aipa Iv n^ii-nt- 

and varnish business in Grand Rapids, Anpointee had no rote- 

finaiicial involvements. RUSSELL stated 
that he was unaware of any conflict of interest charges that 
leveled against Appointee £ind to the contraly ^ 
RUSouLL recalled tuat Appointee v/ent out of his v;av to avoid 
my conflict. RUSSELL stated on one occasion a coLt?tSent 
contacted him for information rer^ardinp- a contact vn th 
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) end asked f or a“i stmL 

Rhsen? Appointee set up an aSpoiAtoei^U 

RUSoEy stated that Appointee did not wish to become Involved 
in this matter even in such a small way as settinrSn the ^ 
appointment or making the contact viith IRS and rcflrct^- 

his attitude in efforts to avoid any confllrt of InterSt^ 

stated there were few peonle in t-ho i-inr-iri 
who could not have derogatory information rhated about them 

select fevr. RUSSELL stated even 

ab^Stelv J'lighly of Appointee and there was 

aboolutely no question about his loyalty, moralitv or 

integrity. Appointee was described as a first rat4 leader 
ho se^?ed‘‘"'‘R£?sSMst‘^f o°n£iSnce“Sf"tAose 

tSoSIhourthriJiit?^.''^''^^®^ stations of society 

-d he had"pgS^tg^1r&ggrpo“g?b1f 

flnw t-hnt niciv ho inconsi tt*? * *- f ^ cintc 

as Vice President of the Unitgd 

ggrinf ?gg;?irtrgg “’esi iifi 

«ho had questioned Appointee?g''LSg53wg"wi'gg''jS\gll°ji|s^r 
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a former carapaicvn manager and assiaCant to Mr. FORD who once'"^ 

STHPqT^^^K VT-riting a book, RUSSELL stated 

STILES had been divorced and had married a woman he chose to 

STISs^^o? sP^trire and in connection x^ith that marriage 
STILES had a run in with tlie police department folloxrLn- a 
domestic disturbance. It is RUSSELL 's knox. 7 ledse this is the 
only association of appointee* s that has even had a hint of 
controversy surrounding him. • 

bi-n related that appointee is never one to conceal 

political issues and he is alv/ays VTillincr to 
^ate his views He advised the appointee is a'^con^erned ^n 
decisions carefully and the views he expresses 
thA? views he held in private. RUSSELL stated 

the many elements of the liberal community 
question his stand in regard to Civil Rights there is never 

the appointee's concern for minority groups 
or his i.aa-j.nGss in his relationship to them. 

, knGx>7 of no one in this countrv 

iSf? u° position of Vice President of the ^ 

United States than appointee. 
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republican Party officials 

The f ol' nwlnp- i nvesti v/iti p n \,^as conducted by 
special Agent I at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan, on October 17, 1973: 

GARY ['itURINA, Executive Secretary, Kent County 
Republican headquarters, advised that he had read the 
recent newspaper story in v/’rfch allegations had been made 
that during the 1970 Congressional Campaign, GERALD R. 

FORD had been invdved in a questionable transaction con- 
cerning campaign funds. He said that the story alluded 
to the fact that Mr. FORD had made contributions to the 
Republican National Committee in order to circumvent a 
Michigan Election Statute, which limited candidates to 
spend not more than $10,000.00 on their personal expenses 
during a campaign. He stated that the story then made 
reference to the fact that Mr. FORD or his committee had 
turned over some $11,000.00 to Republican National Commit- 
tee and at a later date had received $12,000.00 from the 
Republican National Committee which may have appeared to 
have been an avoidance of the above Michigan law. 

MAURINA stated that he had no personal knowledge 
of this transaction, but that he felt that he could give a 
logical explanation of the circumstances which occurred 
daring this period. He stated that during the 1970 Con- 
gressional Campaign, Mr. FORD would have been making numerous 
personal appearances on behalf of Republican candidates. He 
stated that during these appearances, Mr. FORD would receive 
many donations to his own political campaign. He advised 
that it was common practice for Mr. FORD to turn over these 
donations (normally a check) to the Republican National 
Committee because as House Minority Leader, he V 7 as repre- 
senting the Repub-Licctn Party at these functions. lie said 
that these checks v;ere normally made payable to the 
■*GEi(ALD R. FORD Election Committee," and that Mr. FORD 
v7ould endorse them over to the Republican National Com- 
mittee. He said that apparently the newspaper account 
was reporting about funds which Mr. FORD had turned over 
to the Republica.n ilational Committee (RNC) due to the above 
reasons. He advised that there w’as nothing illegal or even 
uncommon about this procedure. 
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MAURINA stated that it is one of the functions of 
the Republican Mationa,! Conunittee to allocate funds to 
candidates running for office. He stated that it is his 
belief that in 1970, a short tj.me period after Mr. FORD 
had turned over approximately $11,000.00 to the RNC, Mr 
FORD had received approximately $12,000.00 from the RKC, 
which is not an excessive amount considering Mr. FORD is 
the House Minority Leader. tlAURINA further added that part 
or all of this amount could be in compensation for travel 
and other necessary expenses incurred by Mr. FORD while 
he was representing the Republican National Committee 
in these appearances as House Minority Leader. These 
expenses normally are covered by the RNC. 

MAURINA said even if Mr. FORD had kept the 
$ll,00p.00 in contributions, it would Iwe been legal 
under Michigan Election laws, which limit the candidate 
from spending more than $10,000,00 on personal expenses, but 
do not limit what an election committee can spend for a 
candidate. He said that it is common and accepted practice 
for all donations to political campaigns, which are made by 
check to be made payable to the candidate's election 
committee rather than the candidate personally. He cited 
Michigan State A.nnotated (MSA) 6. 1902 as the legal 
reference to this fact. He said this made this a legitimate 
transaction. 

MAURINA advised that all the records of the 
above transactions should be maintained by the RNC, 
Washington, D.C. 


’O 


■> 

* 
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received were designated specifically to Mr. FORD, but 
would have been received in behalf of all the Republican 
candidates. He stated contributions not needed for Hr. 
FORD and other candidates ' election campaigns would 
accordingly be diverted to the Republican National 
Committee. Mr, MC CLURE stated if a contributor asked 
that his contribution be designated to a specific 
candidate's campaign fund it would be asked of the 
contributor if the contribution could be used for other 
candidates. He stated to his knowledge it was almost 
always the case that the contributor agreed to this 
procedure. 


Mr. MC CLURE said he had no recollection of a 
lump sum amount of $11,500.00 being sent to the Republican 
National Committee or any lump sum being later returned 
from the Committee. He said at any rate this definitely 
would not have been done in an effort to conceal the 
names of any individual contributors. 
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The following is a portion of a 
newspaper article which cvppeared in the 
September 4, 1969, issue of the ‘'Saginav; 

Eev;s , a daily newspaper in Saginaw, Michigan 
entitled ''Jury Quiz Dissolves Me Clure's 
Story — Me Clure Summoned to Testify": 

■‘A federal grand jury probing alleged 
bribery in high places has questioned 
a Michigan Republican official about his 
$2,000 contribution to a Democrat in last 
year s llaryland Senate race. 

"Harold M, McClure Jr. of Alma, 

GOP national committeeman from Michigan, 
told reporters he appeared under 
subpoena in early July to answer 
questions about his donation to former 
Sen. Daniel B. Brewster, D-Md. 

"McClure, president of McClure 
Oil Co. and prominent in the oil 
Industry's current fight to preserve its 
tax status, said he spent 'less than an 
hour or two' before the federal panel 
in Baltimore. 

’The grand jury is reportedly 
investigating charges that Brewster and 
Sen. Russell B. Long, D-La. , the 
Senate's powerful fomer assistant majority 
leader, took money from sources seeking 
to influence legislation and a huge 
government construction contract. 

McClure, under questioning by 
reporters, also acknowledged tnat tne 
FBI earlier this year inspected his 
records in Alma. 





' He said an agent \ms interested in 
the $2,000 check made out to cash and 
dated Sept. 18, 1968. It v-^as this check, 
drawn on Me Clure's personal account, 
that ended up in Brewster's campaign 
kitty in October of 1968. 

"At the time, McClure said the check 
was intended for a Texas oil man and was 
in part payment to acquire land for a 
joint oil venture. He claimed the 
Texan sent the check to Brewster. 

"That story dissolved yesterday 
when Sen. Long's administrative aide 
Robert E. Hunter, disclosed that McClure 
gave the check to Sen. Long to help 
a pro-oil industry candidate for the 
Senate. 

"In September of 1968, Hunter 
related, McClure called on the phone 
'to tell me he had a $2,000 check 
made out to "cash" and that he would 
leave it for me at the desk of the 
Mayflower Hotel ' . 

"Hunter later picked up the check 
and it subsequently was turned over to 
Brewster, v^ho at the time was Maryland's 
senior senator. 

"Uhen confronted with Hunter's 
account McClure said it was substantially 
accurate, with one exception. McClure 
said he had presumed the money vi70uld 
go to a Republican, possibly Sen. Uilliam 
B. Saxbe, R-Ohio. McClure charged off 
the entire situation as due to a mix-up. 
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(An aide to Saxbe said last night 
he had never heard of McClure and that a 
$2,000 donation V7ould be 'rather unusual'. 
Saxbe v;as vacationing in northern 
Michigan and couldn't be reached for 
comment. )” 


On July 23. 1969. at Alma 
HAROLD MC CLURE, JR.,' 


Mi r-bi o-an 


Michigan, was contacted at the Cratiot Countv 
Airport near Alma, Michigan, by SAT — 


] 


of the FBI, and was advised that he v/as being 
contacted regarding a $2,000.00 check issued 
by aim in 1969 to tlie Democratic Committee 
of Maryland. He stated he remembers a check issuec 
by nim which apparently ended up as a 
contribution to the Democratic Committee of 
Maryland. He stated sometime last fall he issued 
a personal checkfor $2,000 payable to cash, which 

issued on his personal account at 
the Bank of Alma,^ Alma, Michigan. The check 
was issued to cash and the payee was not left 
blank. He regularly issues checks to cash or 
even pays in currency wlien making advances on oil 
ana gas aeals. lie said this particular check 
was issued by him to "clean up an oil and <^as 
deal . mien asked to explain what 'clean up an 
oil and gas deal meant, he stated this check 
was issued to a certain person as an advance 
pa 3 mient to this person as this person \ms acting 
as a broker in setting up an oil and gas lease 
acquisition for him in Texas. 


He said that sometime after the check 
was^ issued, lie received telephone calls from 
•vasnington, D. C., correspondents of tivo Michic^an 
newspapers. These correspondents asked him if"^ 
lie had made a contribution to a Maryland 
Democratic^ Senatorial candidate. He does not 
remember the candidate's name, but the candidate 
was tne opponent _ v;ho^ ran against MATHIAS in 
Maryland. ^ Me said the correspondents advised 
iiim tiiat the records of the Secretary of State 
snowed MG ^CLURE as making a contribution to either 
tne c^^nalciate or to the Democratic Central 
Committee. 


be 

:b7C 
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DE 161-1355 
SPA/pjv7 -4 


He said he then searched his records 
and determined that the cibove-mentioned tv;o 
thousand dollar clieck was endorsed by the 
Democratic Committee of Maryland. He said 
he then contacted the person to vdnom he 
had issued this check and this person said 
the check had been used as a political 
contribution and V7as spent for paying dinner 
tickets or something like that. MG CLURE 
said the matter has been straightened out and 
there was no v/rongdoing involved. 

MC CLURE said he made no other such 
contributions and that this matter w’as 
embarrassing to him as he vjas a member of 
the Republican Central Committee. 

In accordance with a subpoena issued 

t- *-! him. I 

furnished 

intormatio n on July ivby . regarding an 
account at I 1 in the name of 

I . Account Number 
I . for the period June 1, 1968 
through December 31, 1968. The following tv/o 
checks of interest were noted: 

Check Number 4497, dated September 18, 
1968, payable to Cash; in the amount 
of $2,000.00. This check bears the 
first endorsement of WILLIAM WILSON, 
Treasurer, for deposit only. Democratic 
State Central Committee. This check 
bears a second endorsement of Pay any 
bank, tlie Equitable Trust Company, 
Baltimore, Maryland. On the face of 
this check, above the date, is other 
writing V7hich is not legible on the 
microfilm or the photocopy of the check. 
There appears to be other stamped 
endorsements on the reverse side of this 
check but these are not legible. 


be 

hi 
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Check number 4345, dated October 25, 
196S, payable to Democratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee, in the amount of $500.00. This 
check bears the first endorsement of For 
Deposit Demo, Sen. Campaign Committee and under 
this are other words which are not legible. 

Also on this check are other endorsements which 
are not legible, except the v7ords Fed. Res. 

Bk. Detroit appear. 
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Michigan: 


_Ihn_£nl lowing investigation was conducted by SA 
on October 17, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 


Mr. PHILIP BUCHEN, Attorney, 740 Old Kent Bank 
Building, Grand Rapids, vjas contacted and advised that he 
has knovm appointee, GEPvi\LD FORD, for over 30 years and 
for a brief time following Mr. FORD* s graduation frora Yale 
University, they v/orked as law partners in Grand Rapids. 
Appointee subsequently v.^ent to the United States Congress. 

Mr. BUCHEN advised that he considers appointee to 
be eminently qualified for any position of trust" and confidence 
with the United States Government. He knows of no information 
in Mr. F0RD*s background of a derogatory nature, tie considers 
appointee's character, loyalty and^reputation "to be beyond 
reproach". 


He advised that appointee is well thought of by his 
colleagues in the field of law and his business ethics are 
considered impeccable. 

Appointee is considered to be a political moderate 
and he is known to favor strict enforcement of all civil 
rights laws , 

Mr, BUCHEN is aware of no problem in connection with 
appointee's financial background and he considers Mr, FORD to 
be completely competent and mature in his financial dealings, 

Mr, BUCHEN advised that he is appointee's personal 
attorney and that he handles Mr. FORD's personal matters. 

He knows nothing about campaign irregularities or any charges 
relatiiTg thereto outside of what ha has read in the newspaper. 
Mr. BUCHEN recalls reading an article about an $11,500.00 
carapaign irregularity; hov;Gver, he has no information to 
substantiate the charge, nor has Mr. FORD ever discussed this 
problem with him. Mr. BUCHEN stated that the statute cited 
in the nev/spaper to v;hich this alleged irregularity pertained 
is not clear and he is not sure whether or not $10,000.00 
would have been Mr, FO.lD's cairpaign expenditure iirait. 
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Mr. BUCHEN advised that he does not know vdio the 
major contributors v;erG to any of Mr, FORD' s campaigns. He 
does not knov; whether or not Mr, FORD has a campaign 
attorney; hov;ever, he stated that Mr. FORD is a lavjyer and 
would probably handle any problems arising out of campaign 
finances himself. 


Mr. BUCHEN is not familiar with 


or 


with any $38,000.00 campaign irregularity and he reiterated 
that he Icnows very little about Mr, FORD's campaign finances. 


Mr. BUCHEN is not familiar with the law or policies 
relating to the Republican National Committee or Republican 
Congressional Campaign Committee; nor is he acquainted with 
any of Mr. FORD's contacts on those committees. .He advised 
that all questions relating to the Republican committees 
would be handled in Washington, D.C, by Mr, FORD's contacts 
and associates in that city. 


PHILIP BUCHEN, Attorney, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
furnished the following copy of the Michiga n Election Law, 
pertaining to expenses of candidates, to SA I I 

on October 18, 1973: 
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Michigan Election Law 


§ 6,1903 


Thin WR9 true even with respect to ballot boxes were produced and ex- 
the fee paid for precincts wherein bal- aminod as petitioned. Op Atty Gen, 
lots were not actually retallied, if tho April 10, 1935. 


CHATTER XXXIV 


CAMPAIGN EXPENSES 


§ 6.1901 Definitions,] Seo. 901. Terras used in this chapter 
ehall be used as folloTvs, unless other meaning is clearly apparent from 
the language or context, or unless such construction is inconsistent 
with the inanifcst intent of the law; 

1. ‘‘Candidate’" shall apply to any person whose name is printed 
on an official ballot for public office or whose name lias been presented 
for public office, with his consent, for nomination or election; 

2. “Political committee” or “committee” shall apply to every com- 
bination of 2 or more persons wlio shall aid or promote the success or 
defeat of a candidate, or a political party or principle or measure; 
and 

3. “Public office” shall apply to any national, state, county or city 
ward, village or township office which is filled by the voters of this 
state, as well as to the office of presidential elector and United States 
senator. 

(CL "48, § 168.901.) 


History. 

This section is derived from Pub 
Acts 1925, No, 351, Part V, c 2, § 19 
(former § 6.639). 

1-10. [Reserved for use in future 
supplementation,] 

11. Candidate, 

^ The term “candidate” in an elec- 
tion law or city charter provision, 
when not defined therein, is jreneraily 
used in its ordinary and customary 
sense to mean one who is selected by 
others as a contestant for an office 
as well as one who seeks an office, 
and hence includes a participant in 
a primary election as well as one who 
runs in a regular election. City of 
Grand Rapids v. Harper, 32 Mich App 
324. 

Delegate to county convention is 
not a “candidate.” Op Atty Gen, 
1933-1934, p 198, 


12. Political committee. 

Established agency or organization, 
which is unincorporated and consists 
of two or more persons, and which 
combination aids and promotes tho 
success or defeat of a state proposal, 
constitutes political committee as de- 
fined in this section. Op Atty Gen, 
November 8, 1901, No. 3610. 

Committees formed to support or 
oppose propositions submitted in lo- 
cal elections arc political committees 
within meaning of corrupt practices 
act. Op Atty Gen, August 6, 1968, 
No. 4622. 

Legal periodicals. 

Union political involvement and re- 
form of campaign financing regula- 
tion, Prospectus, Vol 2, No. 2, p 347. 

AXR note. 

Constitutionality of statute relat- 
ing to power of committee or officials 
of political party, 62 ALR 924. 


§ 0.1902 Expenses of candidates, limit.] Sec. 902. No sums 
ot money shall be paid and no expcnse.s auUiorizod or incurred bv or 
on behalf of any candidate to be paid iiv him in order to .secure or aid 
m securing his nomination to any puhlie office or his position in this 
1 onV” amount computed at the rate of C$40.00] for each 

1,000 votes cast at the general Novcmlier election in the last preceding 
presidential year for the office of governor in tne state or political 
subdivision thereof in which he is a candidate for nomination: Pro- 
vided, That no candidate shall be restricted to less than 25% of 1 
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Title 6— Elections and Vacancies 
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vnnr’s compensation, nor in any case to less than $100.00 m his 
campaign for such nomination. No sums of money shall be paid and 
no expenses authorized or incurred by or on behalf of any candidate 
■who lias received the nomination to any public office or position m 
this state in excess of the amount to which expenditures for his 
nomination to such office or position are limited under the provisions 
of this sect ion, No sum of money shnll be paid and no expenses 
authorized or incurred by or on behalf of any candidate contrary to 
the provisions of this act. 

(CL '48, § 168.902.) 


History. 

As amended by Pub Acts 1958, No. 
28, imd eff April 3. 

This section, as originally enacted, 
was derived from Pub Acts 1925, No. 
351, Part V, c 2, § 1, as amended 
(former § 6.621). 

1-10. [Reserved for use in future 
supplementation.] 

11. Title of prior act. 

Public Acts 1913, No. 109, entitled 
**An act to regulate and limit nomi- 
nation expenses; to define and pre- 
vent corrupt and illegal practices in 
nominations and elcction.s; to secure 
and protect the purity of the ballot, 
and to require accounts of nomina- 
tion and election expenses to bo filed, 
and providing penalties for the viola- 
tion of this act” was not invalid un- 
der Const 1908, art V, § 21, as contain- 
ing more than one object which was 
not expressed in its title, because it 
prohibited the making of contribu- 
tions for campaign purposes by cor- 
porations. People V. Gansley, 191 Mich 
357. 

12, Constitutionality. 

Public Acts 1913, No. 109, regulat- 
ing and limiting nomination and elec- 
tion expenses and forbidding contri- 
butions for election expenses by cor- 
porations was not unconstitutional as 
unduly and unreasonably restraining 
the political activities of the people. 
People V. Gansley, 191 Mich 357, 


13, Constniclion in general. 

Public Acts 1913, No. 109, regulat- 
ing nomination and election expenses 
and requiring accounts thereof was a 
remedial statute and must bo con- 
strued to carry out the legislative in- 
tent, People V. Gansley, 191 Mich 
357. , . . 

Depending upon which act limits 
campaign expenditures of congres- 
sional candidate to smaller amount, 
this section or the Federal Corrupt 
Practices Act governs as to limita- 
tions on such expenditures. Op Atty 
Gen, October 14, 1958, No. 3351. 

14. Congressional primaries. 

Expen<liturcs of congressional can- 
didates in primary election are limit- 
ed by this section, and the maximum 
allowable expenditures of such candi- 
dates in general election are limited 
by the Federal Corrupt Practices Act. 
Op Atty Gen, January 16, 1957, No. 
2829. 

ADR notes. 

Constitutionality of Corrupt Prac- 
tico.s Acts, 69 ATjR 377. 

Construction and application of 
statute regarding statement by candi- 
date as to bis expenses, or his inter- 
est in, or the financial value of pub- 
licity through, newspapers or other 
publicity sources, 103 ALR 1424, 

Digest reference. 

See (Callaghan’s Mich Dig, Elec- 
tions, § 54, 


§6.1003 Treasurer of political committee; appointment, du- 
ties,] Skc. 903. Every political committee sli.all appoint a treasurer 
•who shall receive, keep .and disburse all sums of money which may be 
collected or received by sucli committee or any of its members for 
election expenses; and unless sneh treasurer is first appointed it .shall 
be unlawful for a political committee or any of its members to collect, 
receive or disburse money for any such purpose. 

(CL ’48, § 168.903.) 

Htstory. 

This section is derived from Pub 
Acts 1925, No. 351, Part V, c 2, 5 2 
(former § 6.622). 


7 '^ 



f EDh^A 


I auSEAlJ OF INVESTSGAI'ON 


lQ/l?/73_ 


GORDON VANDER TILL, Administrative Assistant 
to Congressman GERALD R. FORD, 110 Michigan Avenue, 

Northwest, advised that he became Administrative 
Assistant to Mr. FORD following the death of FRANK 
MEYER in August, 1972. Mr. MEYER had been the 
Administrative Assistant to Mr. FORD for 18 years. 

Mr. VANDER TILL said that while he was generally 
familiar with the Congressman’s campaign of 1970, 
he was not aware of any issue that was raised concerning 
the rental of campaign space in Grand Rapids in 1970. 

Space was obtained from Junior Achievement, Inc., on 
the ground floor at Division and Fulton Streets 
through JIM DIELEHA, Executive Director of Junior 
Achievement. He said if any problem had occurred 
concerning this rental space, Mr. DIELEHA would 
undoubtedly be aware of it. 

Mr. VANDER TILL said he was aware of an issue 
that was raised concerning the transfer of $11,500 from 
the Congressman's campaign to the Republican National 
Coinnittee, Washington, D.C., in 1970. Mr. VANDER TILL 
stated that the Congressman and the cmnpalgn committee 
made every effort to follow the law in connection with 
caq>aign expenses and the State of Michigan law 
pertaining to the limitations on campaign expenses was 
discussed with Attorney WALTER RUSSELL, Grand Rapids. 

the Michigan law limited expenses to an amount 
coiiq>uted at the rate of $40 for every 1,000 votes cast 
for the office of governor at the general November election 
in the last preceding presidential year. This comutation 
generally worked out to a limitation between $10,000-$! 2, 000, 
The statute used the words "by him" when referring to 
expenses to be paid and the opinion was rendered that the 
words "by him" referred to the candidates* ftinds and not 
to any funds of a caoipaign committee. This opinion was 
given by Mr, RUSSELL after a review of the Michigan 
statute and the State Attorney General's opinions. 


Ire .wed on 10/17/73^ e Grand Rapids, Michig an « Detro it 161-135 5 

by SA -CA). ROBERT- E^ KEEHAN / f I n oo,. d c. . 10/19/73 


d o c t-f e 1 1 1 contains neither fecon-j me :ido ■, no'" lo nc I uslon s cf the hSi, ;he property rhe yc.r o:jent.y, 

it ond its contents are no! to be distmtu’ed rctstde ,'our ajero./. 


/ O 



DE 161-1355 
CDM/srd - 1 


SA [ 


Tlie following investigation was conuuctea by 
^on October 17, 1973, at Lansing, 


Micnigan; 

DORIS GARRELL advised she is the Executive Assistant 
to the Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Michigan. She advised 
that she formerly was a staff reporter for the Herald ires s , 
a defunct newspaper previously published in Grand uapids, _ 
Michigan. She advised that she also was the Bureau Chief in 
Grand Rapids for the "Free Press" covering Western Michigan, 
and employed as a reporter for WOOD-TV, Grand Rapids. 


DORIS GARRELL stated she has personally known 
GERALD R. FORD since his first campaign in 1948. She said 
she could remember no derogatory information regarding 
Mr. FORD, except for two events: 


(1) Mr. FORD was a Director of the Old Kent 
Bank in Grand Rapids and subsequently resigned because 
of a conflict of interest. 


(2) VJhile she was employed at WOOD-TV, Grand 
Rapids, and during the 1970 campaign, she and other 
reporters attempted to resolve the question as to who 
was paying rental for the campaign office space used by 
Mr. FORD. She stated to the best of her knowledge, this 
issue has never been satisfactorily resolved and she 
stated she had no further personal knowledge regarding 
this incident. 


.b6 

hlC 



■b 

.b 


I/vB : c;;;p -I, 
Ji:; 16i-L355 


c 


Tnr i:ollov:ia: 


; investigation \7as conducted 
'on October 18 , 


1973, at Grand 


an id 3 


Hicnigan: 


■ icnij 


m , 


Junior 
Cidvised t 


Ac'n :)..evern.ent 
lat he 


(JA) 12 Division, Grana hopias, . _ 

’Vas not employed by J'A in 19/0, nowever, a reviey; or ^ 

finaiicial records for that year indicates tnat tne ru.vJ .•ol_ 
ciSgress Gonraittee paid $900.00^to JA as rentar tor orrxce 

soace located at t he cor ner of rulton and^ Di vision, ^i.a na 

Rapids, Michigan. I _ I f urtner advised tnatj^ 1 

actually handled this transaction. 

I I Junior Achieveraent , 

12 Division, Grand Rapids, Hicnigan, advised that she v/as 
emnloyed by JA in 1970 and a reviev/ by ner ot ryecoras 

indicates that on August 11, 1970, sne^ receiveu 
from the FORD For Congress Committee vaiicn v/as paia^a3_ _ _ 

rental for the office space located at the corner ot Division 
and Fulton, Grand Rapids, Idchigan. I |turtner^ adyisea 

that she could not reraember anything unusual aoout ^cne trans- 
action and she recalls of no publicity incluoing aavCi-SG 


publicity surrounding this rental. 


r 


employed by JA. 


2 advised that £ 


lis no longer 
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I-EADS : 

WASHINGTON FIELD - 

(1) Will iiiterview 
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(2) Will obtain comments from Rep. ANDERSON when 
available. 


(3) Will interview FRANK E. FITZSIMMONS, International 
Union of Teamsters, when available. 

(4) V7ill report results of checks of records of Clerk, 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

^5) Will review records pertaining to private bills 
introduced by FORD. 


(6) Will re-interview 
comments. 


for additional 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ALL IlFOmmTIOl COITAIKED 

HERE 11 IS OTCLASSIFIED 

DATE 02-25-2008 BY 60324/UC/BA¥/3TP/bls 


Copy tO: 


Report of; 

October 20, 1973 
Field Office File #: 161-9324 

GERALD raJDOLPH FORD 


Office; Washing ton, D.C. 

Bureau File #: 161-9896 


Charocter: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: 


Appointee re- interviewed, providing additional personal 
information as set forth. Interviews of Congressman 

I set forth. 


KEr-^^Era J. GR^Y and 


Nothiiig unfavorable. No record for 
of Interior, Office of Security. 


appointee at Dept. 
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ENCIXISURES ; 


One (1) copy signed release from appointee to Sergeant 
at Arms, House of Representatives, dated October 19, 1973. 

One (1) copy signed release from appointee to Chairman, 
House Republican Congressional Campaign Committee, dated October 19, 
1973. 

One (1) copy signed release from appointee to Executive 
Director, Republican Congressional Committee, dated October 19, 1973. 

One (1) copy signed release from appointee to Chairman, 
Republican National Committee, dated October 19, 1973. 


Tiii;, iloruinrin mrilums iK iliicr k c ininctKlations nor t tnvdusionft of the KIU. It r. the proj orty of tlip FBI and U loaned lo your 
me not. to he disti iljiitid u a (side 


■iiry, it and its coiitents 


jur apciuy. 
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One (1) copy signed release from appointee to 


dated October 19, 1973 . 


regarding account of 


One (1) copy signed releasf> froin appointee to 


account, dated October 19, 1973. 


regarding [ 


One (1) copy si gned release from| | to 

I [ dated October 19, 1973. 

One (1) copy partial su romary of private bill activities 
relating to | |. 


One (1) copy REPORT ON EXAMINATION OF AUDITORS' REPORTS 
AND ACCOUNTS pertaining to HARRY CONOVER. 

One (1) copy STATEMENT OF TENTATIVE COMPUTATIONS per- 
taining C.O paid-in retirement as of October 1, 1973. 
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INTERVIEW OF THE APTOINTEE 

The appointee, Representative GER ALD R . FORD , 
volunteered the following information to SA | 

, on October 19, 1973; 

At the outset Representative FORD executed releases 
for information on file relating to finances in the conduct 
of his office at the Office of the Sergeant at Arms, U.S, 

House of Representatives, the House Republican Congressional 
Campaign Committee, and the Republican National Committee. 

In addition he executed an authorization for review of 
financial data relating to I I and 

J on file at I 

Alexandria, Virginia. These releases 

authorize FBI review of the appointee's finances and those 

of I 1 


Representative FORD advised F 


\, during the past 

I Representative FORD agreed that for 
the purpose of completeness of this b ackground information 
that releases should be obtained from 


Re presentative FORD ad vised he has no personal 
knowledge of I I an Italian cheese 

maker, for whom he introduced private relief bill H.R. 53S1 
on January 29, 1969, in which he petitioned to enable 
I I. an Italian alien, to remain in the United States. 

He acknowledged, hov/ever, that he is acqxaainted with Mr. 

FRANK TERRANOVA, President of the F. and A. Cheese Corporation 
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Grand Rapids, Michigan. His relationship with TERRANOVA 
is casual. Repres entative FORD recal ls Mr. TERRANOVA 
as the employer of I I in 1969 and that Mr. 

TERRANOVA sought the appointee' s aid in a ffording 
permanent residence status for He is not 

certain whether Mr. TERRANOVA ever had appeared in person 
at Mr. ford's Capitol Office in this m atter. He said that 

' I had been handled entirely 

assistant, FRANK MEYER 


behalf of 


the negotiation in 
by the appointee's administrative 
(deceased). E nclosed is a photosta tic copy of the appointee's 
file regarding 


Additional Employments 


William Skougis Restaurant 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


During the period 1928 to 1930, when the appointee 
was a high school student at Grand Rapids, he had part-time 
employment with William Skougis, consisting of waiting on 
tables and kitchen work. This restaurant is no longer in 


existence, however, MARY SKOUGIS resides with •■WILLIAM 
SKOUGIS at 918 Frederick Northwest, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


Ford Paint and Varnish company 

Representative FORD had summer employment during 
the period 1929 to 1934 as an employee of his father's 
paint company . 

Alex Demar, Concessionaire 

Romona Amusement Park 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

During the summer of 1933 the appointee was an 
employee of Alex Demar, a concessionaire, at the former 
Romona Amusement Park. Mr. DE^iAK resides at 23 South 
College Street, Southeast, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


I 
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University Hospital 

Ann Arbor, Michip,an 

Representative FORD had been employed from the 
Fall of 1931 to June, 1932, as a waiter in the Intern 
Dining Hall and Nurses Residence. He is unable to 
recall his immediate supervisor. 

Delta Kappa Epsilon 

Dining Hall 

University of Michigan 

The appointee had been employed as a dining 
hall attendant and house manager of Delta Kappa Epsilon 
Fraternity from September, 1932, to June, 1934; and from 
September, 1935, to June, 1935, when he graduated from 
the University of Michigan. 

Conover Model Agency 

New York City, New York 

While a student at ^^ale University Law School in 
1939 Representative FORD met HARRY C^UOVZR through mutual 
friends in New York City. Mr. CONOVER at that time was 
a male photographic model and sought financial assistance 
in the establishment of a model agency in New York City. 
Representative FORD and HARRY CONOVER established a 
partnership in January, 1940, in which FORD contributed 
$1,000 and HARRY CONOVER (deceased) agreed to furnish male 
and female talent and his expertise in the modeling field. 
There were no other members of this partnership. The 
partnership continued iintil March 31, 1944, when it was 
dissolved by mutual agi'eement between the appointee and 
HARRY CONOVER, at V7hich time an auditor's report was 
compiled and Representative FORD received his original 
investment of $1,000 plus an additional $5,000 which latter 
figure represented an appreciation in the appointee's 
original investment. 


5 
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Representative FORD had no direct participation 
in the partnership business other than his original 
contribution of $1,000. He noted he entered the United 
States Navy in February, 1942, and had no direct contact 
^■Lth HARR\ C0K0/£.R for approximately one and one half 
years. During this tj.ine he received nominal profits 
from the corporation consisting of a total of' no more 
than $400. He expected more of a return on his investment 
and he began to suspect that HARRY CONOVER was not being 
truthful in his partnership financial reports. In late 
1943 Representative FORD contacted DAVID WEINSTEIN, an 
attorney at 9 East 40th Street, New York City, and re- 
(juested an audit of the partnership for the purpose of 
dissolving his relationship with CONOVER. Representative 
FORD had no subsequent contact with CONOVER following the 
partnership dissolution. Attached to this report is the 
final audit of the foregoing partnership dated June 27. 
1944. 
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INTERVIEW OF THE APPOINTEE 

The appointee, Representative GERALD R. FORD, 
furnished the following information to SA RICHARD T. 
TAYLOR, JR., on October 20, 1973: 

The appointee furnished a copy of his paid 
in retirement contribution, the monies for which are 
in the possession of the Sergeant at Arms, U.S. House 
of Representatives. This statement is an attachment 
to this report. 


be 

b? 


Gratuitous Air Transportation 

Representative FORD acknowledged that he has, 
from time to time, received air transportation via various 
executive jet aircraft between Washington, D.C., and his 
district in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He views this as a 
normal - occurrence among congressmen v/ho, because of 
commercial airline limitations, find difficult to obtain 
expeditious transportation to their various districts such as in 
the instai-ces described below. Representative FORD stressed 
that no "quid pro quo" had been offered, received, or 
discussed as a result of the Gratuitous Transportation. 

HP also noted that he does not maintain any file which 
would inaicate the frequency of such travel nor the identity 
of the donors of this travel. 


- 7 - 



WFO 161-9324 

2 


Bissell Corporation 

During the past year Representative FORD has made 
one or two trips between Washington, D.C., and Detroit, 

Michigan, aboard corporate jets of the Bissell Corporation. 

On these occasions Representative FORD had been unable to obtain 
commercial transportation to his district. He noted Bissell 
Corporation is one of the large manfacturing corporations at 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, and employs in excess of 2,500 em- 
ployees. He sees no inconsistency in his acceptance of 
transportation since Bissell Corporation makes numerous 
flights between Washington, D.C., and Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Aim<?ay P r oduc t s 

Within the past year Representative FORD has 
accepted three or four round trip passages to Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, via Detroit, Michigan , ?t the invitation of Mr. 

VAN ANDEL and Mr. DE VOSS, founders and executives of the 
Amway Products Corporation. He said there is an IRS regulation 
which requires certain tax contribution in behalf of persons 
receiving free transportation of a business je^. In instances 
involving the Amway Jet there frequently had been extra 
space aboard the craft for which IkS payments had already been 
made. Representative FORD advised Mr. VAN ANDEL and Mr. 

DE VOSS will have complete details regarding Mr. FORD's 
transportation aboard this aircraft . 

Lear Siegler, Inc. 


Repi'esentative FORD acknowledged he has utilized 
^^tcraft of Lear Siegler on one or two occasions betvreen 
Grand Rapids and Detroit, Michigan to enable him to meet 
commercial flights from Detroit^ lachigan, to Washington, 
D.C., when other transportation wes not available to him. 
*lhis transportation was afforded the appointee by Corporate 
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Vice President RON PAOLUCCI who has details concerning the 
frequency of Representative FORD's travels. 

Northern Air Service 


Representative FORD ha s been a long time personal 

an employee of the Northern 


friend of 

Air Service, an executive aircraft service at Detroit. 

He said she has full information as to the identity of 
executives of Bissell Corporation who lave made their executive 
aircraft available to him. He noted she has also made 
travel arrangements with the Bissell Aircraft in his behalf. 

He also recalled he had personally paid for passage aboard 
a jet of the Northern Air Service on three or four occasions 
for travel between Detroit and Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


1972 Travel to Mainland China 


Representative FORD recalled he had been a member 
of an official U.S. Delegation to Mainland, China, in June 
or July, 1972. Included in his group were Representative 
HALF BOGGS (Louisiana) (deceased); Dr. FREEMAN CARY, 
attending physician ^ U.S. Capitol, ROBERT T. HARTMANN, 
Minority Sergeant at Arms of the House and Legislative 
Assistant to Representative FORD; and BRYCE HARLOW, former 
member of the personal staff of President RICHARD M. NIXON 
and now counsellor to the President. Previous to the time 
of the travel BRYCE HARLOW had returned to civilian life 
and resxmed his former post as Director of Government 
Relations of the Proctor and Gamble Company. Mr. HARLOW 

made the trip as a guest of the appointee and as a private 
citizen. 

The appointee advised he and the foregoing 
remained in daily contact throughout their travel in 
Mainland China. Representative FCRD does not recall 
ever having discussed potential business opportunities 
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by privrate firms during their travel in Mainland China 
a b ough these possibilities have been frequently mentioned 
n the press as a result of the resvimption of diplomatic 
recopition between the United States and Red China. 
Specifically, he does not recall ever discussing with any 
one the possibility that he may enter into any agreement 
with private interests in the establishment of trade with 
Red China . 


TroT>ni 1 point in the interview Representative 

FORD s legislative assistant, ROBERT T. HARTMANN, entered 
Representative FORD's office whereupon he asked Mr. 

HARTMANN whether he had heard any rumors to the effect 
that Representative FORD had any interest or potential 
interest in establishing a business relationship with 
any exporting or importing firm doing business with Red 


China. Mr. HARTMANN recalled that on 


:out July S or 7, 


ly/Zy shortly following their return from China trio 

Mr. HARi mNN receive d a telephone call from I 

in which' ' - - - •- 


5-— ^ »^tLJLX JL L UlU J 1 

Jalleged that he had heard rumors to the 


effect that Mr. HARTMANN had discussed the' establishment 
of a business relatioiship between him, HARTMANN, and unidentified 

business men which would seek exclusive i ,• p 

arrangements with Red China. s£d ^fhld hea?d 

that Mr. HARTMANN had been "talking a great deal about this 
sort of thing." Mr. HARTMANN said he denied having any 
conversation along this line and he instructed P ^ 1 

to determine more particulars concerning this allegation. 

On one or tv 7o days foll owing | I teleohone 

misLkL^Ib (advised him tha t h e h ad been 

mistaken about the foregoing allegations and 

instructed Mr. HARTMANN to "forget about it". Mr. HARTMANN 

said there has been no additional conversation between him 

' Iconcerning the Red China private trade 

M r. HARTMANN adv ised Representative FORD that 

Zltelephon e call with Mr. FORD 


possibiliti es . 
he did not discus^ 


since t he subsequent call by| 
jhad been misinformed. 


[indicated that Mr. 
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Upon he aring Mr. HA RTMA.NN*s account of his 
conversation with P l > Representative FORD reaffirmed 

that this accoxint is the first time he had ever heard of 
the foregoing allegation. Representative FORD views any 
allegation inferring a desire by him or any other members 
of his staff to receive personal gain from official duties 
as being potentially ^^^^^’^^ssing to Representative FORD. He 
also advised Mr, HARTMANN that he exercised questionable 
judgment in not advising him of the telephone calls of 


Former Representative WALTER BARING 

In connection with trade possibilities with Red 
China, Representative FORD advised that former Representative 
BARING (’Nevada) had visited Representative FORD's office 
within tne past month in company with Representative BARING' s 
former administrative assistant, GERALD SCHAFFER. Representative 
BARING and SCHAFFER are la w partners in Reno, Nevada, and 
are presently representing T 

• 

Representative BARING advised his client had been unsuccessful 

in obtaining an entrance visa to Canton, China, where an 
international trade fair is about to get under way. Represen- 
tative BARING asked Representative FORD for his assistance in 
contacting the Chinese Peoples Republic Legation for the 
purpose of obtaining a visa for | | . Representative 

FORD said he believes he had called the Red Chinese Delegation 
in Washington, D.C. , and wrote a letter of introduction in 
Representative BARING 's behalf to the delegation. 

Representative FORD views his courtesy to 
Representative BARING as being customary and he 
attaches no significance between this act and the foregoing 
allegation of | |. 
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Subconimittee on Immigration and 

Naturalization 

U.S. Senate 


DRURY K. BLAIR, Professional Staff Member, 
Subcommittee on Immigration and Naturalization, furnished 
the following information to SA RICHARD T. TAYLOR JR 
on October 19, 1973: 


Mr. BLAIR 's files contain no reference indicating 
the appointee. Representative FORD, had co-sponsored any 
private bills with any member of the U.S. Senate. These 
files indicate, however, that Senator WILLIAJi PROXMIRE 
(Wisconsin) had submitted a private bill in the 91st 
Congress on November 4, 1969, in behalf of ' 

I l (S 3105). No 


action was taken by 


LiiG 


Subcommittee 


on this bill and the bill expired on December 31, 1970 at 
the conclusion of the 91st Congress. On January 26, 1970,- 

Senator PROXMIRE reintroduced a bill in behalf of | ’ | 

at the beginning of the 92nd Congress (S 226). On July 20, 
1971, the Senate Committee on the Judicary ruled that the 


to 


bill contained insufficient equity to enable 
remain in the United States. His trade as a cheese 
maker was not deemed to be one that is in short supply in 
the United States. The existing Italian immigration 
quota at that time provided no visas for permanent residency 
and there would be none in the forseeable future. The file 
indicated ' ' 

1972. 


_ _ - J-XXic: 

J departed the United States on Febr-oary 1'^ 


■bo 

:b7C 


I 


i 


ofi: 

from 


Particulars relating to Senate activity in behalf 

1 are contained in the enclosed attachment received 

Representative FORD. 
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On October 18, 1973, Representet ive KENNETH J. 

GRAY (Illinois), edvised S RICII.'RD T. TAITOR, JR., he 
hns knovrn the eppointee, Representet ive GER'LD R. FORD, 
since November, 1954, on e politicel be sis. He hes hed 
occesionel differences in politicel philosophy vith the 
eppointee, but never hes hed eny auestion or doubt con- . 
cerning his politicel, personel , or professionel integrity. 

As a result of his contacts vith tlie appointee end his 
observation of him. Representative Gray is prepared to 
vote for the rsppointee's confirmation v’-hen the nomination 
is presented to the House of Representatives. 

Representrativo GR\Y recalled he had ■(■written a 
letter to the Department of Justice and to the United States 
Attorney in East St. Louis, Illinois, in 1970, in 
connection uith an FBI investigation being conducted at 
that time concerning Representative GR'.Y and other Persons 
in Carbondale, Illinois. Included in this letter ’^ere 
references to Representative FORD vhich inferred Represen- 
tative FORD had been instrumental in obtaining funds for 
the purchase of land for the construction of a Federal 
building in Grand Ranids, Michigan. Representative GR\Y 
had been under investigation for similar activity in 
obtaining Federal funds for construction in his district at 
Carbondale, Illinois. He had been disturbed that Representative 
FORD'S activity restilted in the allocation of funds for the 
Grcsnd Rapids project in cs short time amounting to a fev vf^eks 
while the C'irbondale project dragged on for a number of ye^rs. 
Representet^' ve GR'.Y deemed the disparity in time bet^’een the 
two projects as being unfair to him. 

Representative GR'Y is aijere that Representatives 
fregviently make cnll.s in behalf of constituents to various 
Governmentcl agencie.s for the pumo-^e of expediting, projects, 

/■-t the tin.^ of Repre.sentati vo FORD's activity in behalf of the 
Grand Rnpid.s project, Repre.sentati'^e GR'Y h^d been Chairman of 
the Sub-Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, which sub- 
committee has overview responsibilities of projects such as the 
Grand Rapids and Carbondale projects, and no official notic'^ of 
Representative FORD's activities ua.s taken b-y the Sub-Committee 
as to Representative FORD's conduct in behalf of his con.stitupnt 
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VJFO 161-9324 
RTT:je5 
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Hp has had no subspquont corrospondpncp v^ith thp Df^partripnt 
of Justicp concerning Reprcsentativo FORD's activity, and 
he does not consider it as having been illegal. 

Representative GRty knovs of nc- unfavorable 
infomntion concerning the nppoint>~e's character, associatv's, 
reputation, or loyalty. He knova of nofhing in his background 
vhich nay be considered as a bar to his confirnation. 
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WFO lfil-932^1 
JSRilkb 

1 




followinp-, .Investigation vms 
at V/ashin.vton , D,C. 


conducted by 


RA □ 


On October 19» ld^73, I ~1 i.'tashinrton P.ureau 

Reporter for ’The New York Tines" v/as interviev.'ed at his 
office, 1920 L Street, N.W., Suite ROO, V'ashinnton , D.C. 

V'ALSR furnished the follov.’inr information concef’nlnr' GrPAp^r 
R. FORD: 


I I ^ stated that he had received information from 

I a hifph rankinn off icial in the state’s insurance 

office, concerning EDV/ARD FREY J I atateH that this infor- 

mation pertained to charninn excessive interest rates by the 
Union Rank i n Grand Rapids, Yic hiran, FREY is President oFthe 

Union ^^;a.nk, | | had .informed that there nay be some 

connection between this excessive interest rate and 
since FREY and FORD were close friends. 

I lladvlsed that he ]ooked into this matter, and the 

connection that v/as found tecv/een FORD and Union I'ank is 
the fact t hat FOR D and FREY are friends and old .fraternity 
brothers. | | stated, that he uncovered no information whicn 

led to a conclusion that exorbitant interest rates were belnr' • 
charmed by the Union Rank in Grand ’^aoids 


Ke said that to his knowledge, there was only one 
allegation and that v/as that Union Rank v/as obtainlnm insurance 
for mobile home ov/ners on their m.obile hom.es, a,nd that in some 
way, this generated e xcessiv e interest rates. ""his allepation 
was never proven, and | 1 drooped his inquiry due to the fact 

that there was no truth in the allematlon , and that had 

absolutely no knowledge or interest in the Union Rank. 

I I d i d advise that he did have information that 

ofinterest to the FP.I in its innuirv concerninm 

I I stated that FORD and GARL ALPRG^' had visited 

ina durin.q 1979. Upon returninm from Red China, apnarent." 
a.d contacted tv/o individuals on the Test Coast. ' s 

f with these individuals v/as apparently for the reason 
up an Imoorts a nd dist ribution companv that v/ould market 
from. Red China. 


could 
FORD . 
Red Ch 
FORD h 
meetin 
to sot 
Item.s 
were Q 


advised that the two individual 


of San Diemo, California, office telephone 
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wpo I6i-q3?ij 
JSRrlkb 
2 


number 
and 


number 


home telephone number 
Loo Anmeles, California, office telenhnn 'p 
I home telephone number I 


FORD. 


[ 

advised that he had interviev.'ed 


both 


but they furnished very 'little ” informatlon''T^cernin 


] is a C 


a food processing: company and a division of I 

Comnany. L 


Apparently FORD had met with both T 


H and I I 


^roL'tr'nameir'?o"a''"i^^ exclusive difstributorshins'^ 
products, namely, foods. | | stated that aonarentlv rnpn - 

Interest would be well hidden in this matter. ' 


I I had contacted f 


butorshlp last February in Hawaii. 


HI cojTcerninr this distri- 
3oth I I and | | 


were sa.d to hav. thoufht'lhe ' of an i d^st.ihu 

heard any ‘HPabourjh‘lfvenU.%. 


I I advised that | | and[ 


with 


]are 


]• 


Isecured the a bove i nform.ation from a contact 
I stated that I had contacted him and 

1 f i . 


_ I 1' I I ujirpiu iiaa < 

voluntarily furnished this inf’oFiit j on . 


16 - 



« 




WFO 161-9324 
JE/eml 
1 


On October 19, 1973, | Secretary 

to CYRIL BRICKFIELD, Legislative Council, American Association 
for Retired Persons, Washington, D. C., advised that JOHM B. 
MARTI:^ is a consultant with the Association and that he is 
presently on vacation on a Mediterranean CTniise and not 
due to return to the Washington, D.C. , area until November 1, 
1973. 


be 

:b7C 


Investigation on October 19, 1973, at the offices 
of the Detroit News, National Press Building, Washington 
D.C. , revealed that BLAIR MOODY, formerly Washington 
Oor respondent for the Detroit News, is deceased. 
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WFO 161-9324 
RST/eml 
1 


Department of the Interior/ Of flee of Security 

On October 19, 1973, SA | | , 

caused a search to be made of the files of the Department 
of the Interior, National Parks Service, Office of Security, 
and was advised that no record was found identifiable with 
the appointee. 
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Gli;i<ALD n. f'ORD 

FIFTH iJl'iTRrCT, MICHIOAf* 


ILL FBI IIFORLUTIOl COITTAIlilED 

HEPEIN IS OTCLESSIFIED 

DATE 02 - 26-2008 BY 60324 /lTC./BA¥/STP/bls 


Coitsress o{ tfje (Uititcb jSfiitcss 

(Office of tijc iHinon'ty Xeaber 
of Keprejientatibes! 
JinB'Ijiuston, JD.C. 20515 

OGto.';)er 19 , 1973 


Michigan of-rici:; 
720 rrorRAL NwiLrjiN-* 
110 MiCHir.AM NW 
GfV.ND Rapids 40502 


Hr, Ke.rmotii ilaroing 
at Ama 

houae of Ivapre&or>t?xiv'Gs 
Dili Led S tates Capitol 
v^ashiagton, D. c, 20515 


Hear iir, Harding: 


I^hyreoy ciuthori;:-3 Special .-Vf-nt Carl Srcxica oa Federal duxoau 
o Ij)'-" rftiyutiou to have acce.ss to etiid exainii.c 

to ;,:Y uccc'jlux, f an-a sc/ 

1 , 1503 , Tliis aocd.or'Xi'ja'cion iacludoa 

rocor\*.a relating to the above which nay be on file vrith the dationai 
Bank of Washington. 


- •‘■y 

L‘i-j OOCOOiiL ..'-L,. ;C.e 

iiiy transactions on 


bincereiy , 


Gerald R, Ford, M.C. 


fd 



ALL FBI IIFOPI-IATIOl COHTAIlffiD 
HEREDI IS IWCLISSIFIED 

EiiALu n.roHu DATE 02-26^2008 BY 60324/UC/BA¥/3TP/Lil3 

FTH D, :th(CT, Mir;||iuAN 


Cottgrcsj; of tijc llnitE& nutates 

(iDffice of ti)t iilmoi'ttj) Xcnbcr 
of iUprefieiitatitiesf 

ZtefjutQton, B.C. 20515 

October 13, 1973 


Honorable Robert H. ‘lichel 
Chairman, House Republican 

Congresaional Ca^npaign Conuaitteo 
lioort 2112 Rayburn HuilHing 
Washington, D. C* 2051b 

Dear rir. Chairiaaa; 

Please author i-:e r le 
of InviM.s tigation , to ex-^T,ino 
file \7ith the Con' ut tee 6 hit 

Sincerely, 


a .'jpecidl Agent of t* 


tny one 

relate 


all recot 


lo recieral It 

wiiicn nuiy be 


Gerald R. Ford, K.c. 


GRF;fd 


MlCMtUAN on Jf T: 
7?0 F rr^r «AiU litm [jinq 
I Ii> MtCKIOAN N W 
CSffANDnAHIDS 49502 


ureau 

cn 


CCJ John T. Calkins 



ALL FBI IlFOroiATIOl COHTAIKED 
HEPZIl IS OTCL1S3IFIED 

.DR. FORD 02-26™2008 BY 60324/UC/BAW/STP/B13 

THICT, M'CWIOAN 


Cougccs^si of tfje lllnitr.b States; 

(!t>f{icc of tfje iHinon'tp Xeabcr 
%}ou^t of B^epresientatibesi 
Sangfjington, JD.C. 20515 


MICHIGAN OVFIcri 
720 FrPERAL Buildinq 
110 Michigan NW 
Gr.' NO Rapids 49502 


October 19^ 1973 


Mr, John T. Calkins 
Executive Director 
Ropixljlrcan Congressional Coraaittee 
VMshington, D, C. 

Dear Jack: 

Dnclosed you v;ill find a copy of a letter addressed to 3ob Michel. 
Will you please acconuaodatc the Special Agent. 

Sincerely, 


Gerald R. Ford, lA.C. 


GRF:fd 


End 



:rald ford 

m OltiTnjCT, MICHIOAM 


ALL FBI IHFOm-aTIOH COMTAIIIED 

HEPlIl IS U1ICL1S3IFIED 

DATE 02™26™2008 BY 60324/UC/BlW/STP/Bis 


Cottgre^sS of tl)e SIntteb g»tatciJ 
(Dfftce of tlje i!llinor(t|> Xeaber 
?)ou£(e of icleprcsientatibefi; 
©Uafifji'nstou, JD.C. 20515 


MICHIGAN OfTICK: 
720 FmERAL DtJtLOINa 
110 Micmioan NW 
GfiAfiORArMOa 49502 


October 19, 1973 


Mr, George Bush 
Chairman 

Republican National Commit toe 
V7ashington, D. C- 

Dear George: 


Please authorize the bearer, a Special Agent of tlic Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, to examine any and al^ records which may be on 
file with the Coii>T*ittee. that relate to 


Sincerely , 


Gerald R, Ford, M.C, 


GRBhfd 



GRiRALD R. rORD 

I 'FIH l^iaTRICT, MICHIGAN 


ALL FBI IlFOmmTIOH COIITikllJED 

HERE II 15 IWCLISSIFIED 

DATE 02-26-2008 BY 60324/TJC/BAW/STP/Iils 


Congress; of Hjc Um'teb States 

Office of tfjc iHinon'tp lenber 
^<)oiiJJe of i\cprescntnt(t)esi 
Silagfjinston, Q.C. 20515 


MICHIGAN OfTlcrr 
7^0 FroERAL tiuii oiNr^ 
1 10 Michigan N\v 
Grand RAPiDa 49502 


October 19, 1973 


^aersaiidria, Virginia 
To Whom It May Concern: 

The bearer, a Special Agent or Agents of the Federal gur-an 
of Investigation, is authorisol to exaruine tha account of ' 
Gerald R, Ford in the 


Sincerely, 


Gerald R. Ford, M.C, 


GRPrfd 



« 


GERALD R. rORD 

rn TM DISTRICT, MICfllOAN 


ALL FBI IlFOroiATIOl COIJTAIHED 
HEFlIl 15 UIICLA33IFIED 

DATE 02-26-2008 BY 60324/UC/BAW/BTP/B13 


Congves^si of tfje 

©fftCE of tl)£ illinoriti> Heabec 
il?ou£fE of IXcpceScutatiijEiS 
ens'fjinston, 20515 


MICHtGAN orncr.: 
7 Z 0 FtDFRAL DuILDINO 
1 10 Michigan NW 
Grand Rapids 49502 


October 19, 1973 


AlexaiiJr ia , Virginia 
To V/hoia It May Concern: 

The bearer, a Special Agent or Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigatio n, is authorisied to exarAine the account of 
^"7 Coraid F. Ford in uhel 

I 

Sincerely, 


b6 

b7C 


I 


Gerald R, Ford, H.C. 
GRF : f d 



GLRALD R. FORD 

FIFTH Ul STRICT, MICHIGAN 


ALL FBI IlFOPICATION COIITAIIED 

HEEEIl IS UIJCLASSIFIED 

DATE 02-26-2008 BY 60324/TJC/EA¥/STP/Lils 


Congres^^^ of tlje tlni'tcb 
(JDffice of tfjc i^Iiuorttp ICcabcr 
%)ou^t of I\Epre53!e.ntnnbcs 
SJIasfjington, D.C. 20515 


MICHIGAN OFF ICfC: 
V20 FLornAU DiJiunN^i 
. 1 to MiCHtOAN NW 
Grand Rapids 49502 


October 19, 1J73 


Dear 


Will you kindly periuit the bearer, a Special Agent of t:io Tederal 
Bureau of xuvorjuigatioii, uo receive froAU von n Ot- oii of 


Sincerely , 



ALL IlFOEHATIOl COI-rTAIlIlD 
HEEEIl IS TOICLAS3IFIED 

DATE 02-26-2008 BY 60324/UC/EA¥/STP/Dl3 


Private Bill li.R. L,:3f;i introduce, by Mr. Ford on Janunry 29, 1969, for the 
re i lei of Dor.ii nico Piemonte, ItaLia-) cheofu-ni.-iker . 


October .BO, i9Cd:, Frank f'eycr roce'vcd a teJeplion:' call from Mr. Frank 
Precj.cient of i;ha F . A. ChccKe Corporation, of Ornad Rapids 
uno a], so owns a cheese factory in Amery, V.'isconsin, to ask for hclp,“T 
follow.^: 

Mr. Torranova stated tiiat he employed ^ people in Anierv, and only 2 or 3 
cheoseutJ kcr f-; mrong the latter lie Iiarl fn hi s "fa c tor' 7 - 


; — “ " “ ' " an Italian native, 

I'lr, Dciianic Piemonte, <in excellent cheeoemaker, who entered U.S. several 
vears earlier, and would have to return to Italy by February 1, unless approval 

cc/mc.s tnroue.h i j; extension of his visa -- or adiustment of status to regular 
immigrant visa. 

Hank advised Mr. Terranova to send all infornation concerning Mr. Piemonte 
to our ofticc and ,h g_. yaiuj d consult Immigration .and Naturalization Service 
pr oh lein i s and what can be done. ~ — — — 


January 24, 1969, upon receiving letter anu attachments from Mr. Terranova 
Mr. lord advised Mr. Terranova he wo. -id introdi.co a nrivnte bill in behalf 
of Fiemont.a, in on'er to cover b.is stay here temporarily -- to provide time 
tor a decision by Tmaigration Service on Piemonte's status as a sixth-preference 
applicant, basou on employer Terranova 's request for such preference. 

In the information sent Mr. Ford by Terranova, ic was indicated that Congressman 
Brooklyn, ln_1966 introduced private bill H.R. 166S5 in behalf 
ot Piemonte. Turough that action Piemonte was permitted to remain in~the U.S. 
until February 1, icjpo^ it was stated. Since Congr .os.sman Multer was elected a 
New York State supreme Court justice on November 7, 1967, he could not intro- 
duce a new bill in behalf of Piemonte , 


Mr. Ford introduced a private hill identical 


lo Mr. Multer 's on Jan. 29, 1969. 


On January 30, 1969, Mr. Foi-d advi .sed Mr. Terranova in Grand Rapids of this 
action, hut aavising him it covered liis status for the "time being" and that 
Pieniontf' h’9All9XlailLil_to jKyJui_j_ji_nsi_U_on_ t^^^ status witiiin two years ' 

(Moaning, ..f cours'e' tiXt the petition "fX~' 

Y 'h'.lkk-rlo' v.’ould have to be approved by ] rimigrat ion Service 


THAT NUiiBFilS NoULD BiiCOMii AVAILAiii.ii for ^Izth 


jf or once, ) 


On November 17, 19^, Chairman Ccllcr sent Mr. Ford a copy of a notification 

to tne Chaiiman that sjxtli iirefercnce classification was apuroved for Mr 
Pienionlo. 

January 27, 19_7j_: Hr. Fo'd advised Hr. Terranova of Information he had received 
about sixth preterc-nce approval, but that vi_sa juui'bers_were ji.pt then available 

•_ hOTiiiNM FuIriHvR h’kXi' from 

rOI. T ]‘J<iT'iNC)V.A, aiu) Ii lo clor-iofi Juric d, ^ T* _ 



October 18, lb73 


Chec.k wi (.h Sene.te .■jvib-Coirirr.ittec on iTiimlgrntion (Judiciary Committee) reveals: 

On November 4, -- Sen ator Pro xmlre of Wisconsin introduced S. 3105, 

for ::1 h; relief of Domenico Piemonte. * 

On January 26, 197_1 -- Senator Proxmire rc-introdiiced bill -- becoming S. 226 
tor the relief of Domenico Piemonte. ' 


On July 20, im 


Indefinitely oostponed by action of the Full Judiciary 
Cornraittce, because "approval of tlie measure appeared 
unwarranted . " 


‘i'rk'k'k 


(In check with Senator Proxmirc's office today it was 
indicated that the Con:aiitteo had asked for some c vioVmcc 
of h a r d sh j to be ext7-'epTe in sunport of the 

naa iriod ana i'^^cd to obtain 


c:asC: and that rhe dcu-'ior 


any sucii inforraation rrom the Wisconsin factory's Manager, 
but no response was ever receiv^Gd. Therefore, there 
appeared to be no reason to hold over the measure. The 


Sen" tor 


hen dr op pc 






A copy of the Senator's bill and letter from the Judiciary 
Committee is being sent ho-'e from Senator Proxrnire's office. 


Until a chock was made with the Senate Committee today, and with 
.^onator Pro.^j,*! re s ofj.ico as v;g 1I, lOr. Ford had ho ^'iriov/lcdgje that 
any bill had been Introduced mi the Serriie side for Mr. Piemonte. 


A check th tfie Suf:»cc 

Kit :: 

re- ] n t r o d n c d 1 1 1 


. . Mi^nttce T mmigra tl en , honse Judiciary Committee, today, 

indicates tnnt fr. kvlter intmcUiced H.R. 16635 in 1 96 6. nnd on Jaivaar' 

ll.il. 1/04. (Conbp'essmnn liulter left the \] , 


o 1 


uar y IQ, 19 67, 
Congress 


after ho v^ais eleetca e N.Y. Stale Supreme (.onrt jusilce on November 7 , 1967?) 



ALL IHFOKHATION COKTAIEED 

■HERE II IS TJHCLASSIFIED 

DATE 02-26-2008 ET 60324/TJC/EAW/STP/El: 


V 


IlAPjrf CONOVER 


REPORT ON EXAP'x-.’ATIOlJ OP 
AODITORE* R.'PORT::: A .P ACCOUNTS 

F OR TE E_?ERiqp PRO?,! 

J ANUARY 2, 1040 TC rARCE 01, 1044 


vJACOBSON.ORrCNrF-LD S CO 



ILL IlFOm-UkTIOl COITIII-IED 

HEEEDI IS IWCLASSIFIED 

DATE 02-2fc-2008 BY 60324/TJC/BAB/3TP/tils 


JACOBSOM, ^ CO- 

CERTIFIED PUHEIC ACCOUNTANTS 
285 MADISON AVDKUD 
NEW \'omc 


JC L J. JACOU'^ON, C P A 
fv G CRrrNf Ein, c pa, 

lAY H- LE VY, c f-' A. 
kH WElNDCRGf.R, C.P- A. 


TETLCPMONE 
CALEDO NtA 
5-3870 


Jun .0 37, 1944 


9 Jv'i.'it 40 til btreot, 

How Yoi’k, ii. Y. 

Dear Sir; 

Pursuant to your request, ive I’eviewed the reports hero- 
tofore ronderod quarterly by \,. A. Hansen Co., accountants aiid 
auditors, to Harry Conover (a partnershlii) for the four years and 
three months ended Harch 31, 1944. 'de also exarainod tiie available 
roo'JX'os of liiirry llonovo’"' for tno period roiv-irrod. to. 


The examination was nade for tl.o purpose of determining 
whether tP'.e records ivoro in agroomont wltli tlie rfjooi’ts and for the 
further purpose of ascertaining whether thic records and reports 
correctly prosontod the income of the fim for tt.e periods stated, 
and its financial condition as at tiio dates indicated in the several 
rc!porto. 


assets 


X t x. a S 
r fi c t s 


Our examination did not includo a vorification 
or liabilities nor did it include a ciicck of the 
confined to a, review of the records said an aiial/s 
r c s cn t c d tho r e i ]:i , 


of ciehier 
transactions . 
is of tlio 



Attention is directed to t’ao fact tha'o poi* ituorMation 


(';iven us 


ty [ 


no foraal books of account v;ero kept prior 
advised us f uit prior records vere 


to Jijnuary 1, lb43, 
kept by his ftiin on analyalB papei’ and that all statenents and 

tax returns for such earlier periods were prepared from tb.o analysis 
sheets thus maintained. V;e did not ex^unlno tnese analysis shoets. 

The records submitted to and examined by us included-. 

1) General journal and ledeer for tho period January 1, 

1943 to Ivaroa 31, 1944* 

2) Cash books for the period Aua^st 3,, 1^42 to April oO, 

1944. 

o) Bank statements and cancelled checks for tho pertoa 
Januory 3-, .LG43 to Decemoer ol, lo4b. 

4) Payroll book for the period January 1, 194 1 tc 
December 31, 1043. 

5) Exchnnee Account Ledger. 

6) Payroll tax retur-na, Federal and hew York State, for 
tho throe years 1041, 1042 and l'J4o. 

7) Forms ’J-4 filed with b.ari’y Conover uy employoea for 
tiio yeai* 1943* 

8) Letter addressed to tho firm on September 3, 1042 by 
C o luTnb i a P i c tu res Cor p o r a t i o n ^ 

An analysis of tic opor-ations by quarters for tb.o period 
revio^^ed follows : 



(Quarter ’~;nd5.n;- 


Jiarch 

; y 3, J 

1940 

June 

6o ^ 

1940 

i.> e p t # 

5., 

1940 

Dec. 

61, 

1940 

Total 



Mo.rch 

31, 

1941 

June 


1941 

uP C p w 

60 o 

1941 

De c • 

61, 

1941 

Total 



iiai'ch 

61, 

1942 

Jtnao 

V>I*0 J 

1942 

iiept. 

50 , 

1042 

c • 

51, 

1942 

Total 



March 

31, 

1943 

V 


10-1-3 

Dept • 

30, 

1'943 

Dec. 

31 , 

1943 

Total 



March 

51, 

1941 


Attention ic directed t 
t;i5.i'd quarter of Iddl, expeasos i 
prorite previously earriod into io 
tendency couelnued until the thir 


In the tiiirvl and fourt]) 
brolco even. In tho firrt cnart'.:r 
vbt.V.BO and in tho eccoiKl que.rtei'’ 




Incretises in ciLjU-;nsos in tlio thi.ru quni’tt.r oi' oriLot 

onliir,;;;eoi incono and loaaea v»ero tVi&n incurred in tie no-it three 
quarters. 

It is to be noted that both in Ih-ll arid j.ri lt4h ti:0 In- 
ci'easi's in ejipenuos folio'ved orilaroe.ueuts o.t' income vox"/ proi:3,otly 
thus cancelling any benorits that Ilowod fro-n t’lo grenter Income , 

Tiio increases in expenses Tor the tiiird qnai’ters ol ltd! 
and 1945 over t..e second quarters i'or eacii of tho tuo years in ap- 
pro odnt.' ted amounts i'ollowaj 


1941 


1943 


Advertioirq; and Publicity 
balarios 
I’e io piionn 
S t-rtlcnor’^’ 

Rent and LlgVJt 
i'l scellanoous 
I'axos 

ijOgai Liuu A (; counting 

Depreciiation 

ifarry Conover, Salary 

Sundry 

Total 


- •"'n 

‘.y * r ov 

A* r; i-; r^ ;^, 

y V.^ *. / k ) t- J 

O « 

1, 700 .00 

140 . 00 

140,00 

/d# Ot,/ • 0 

' i" *■. > \ 

.. - * ' J m -x 


1/ Ox/ « 0 0 

Gvj • 00 

h ; * 0 -') 


50.00 

45.00 

- y ■ ;■ 


140,00 

675.00 

14 > .00 

, < .) i5 * 0 0 

.■ 4 , 000.00 


/Lfter ea.ch of tho third quarters referred to, expenses 
incrcasou further and wore tlioreartor r.aintaiucd at a ivlyhor level 
as Indicated by the following; 


Tiiird >,uarter 
I’OVU'tU ■( U. cl A* tor 

Incroaao 


1941 

07 , 144,30 
. 4:79.71 

t . 1 . ‘ .L 


1943 

11,910.G1 

.1 ^ i « cj 'J o « ■ \ J 


Ad: j 1 0 * cO^i 



To soi.iQ extent the Incroasos in cxpensos for t’-o fourth 
quarters of l'J4l and If 43 were offset by increased incor:io, as per 


the iOllcwiiip;, HChodule; 


Third ipiarter 
Fourth Qaarter 


Inoroaoe 


lt41 

t?7,2uG.54 
3 739.11 


1245 

h 9,G'J6,84 
14, 

. 2 .^. I, . 

G 4,347,27 


The increases In Payrolls have been compared v/ith the 
F;i.','roll records and the Pryi'oll tax returns filed and appear to 
reprcaetit pi'opor expojiditures, 

■f ii7;lla.i'ly, increased telGpiiono chiU’fea, statloxiery and 
rent payaent’’ appear to he ^^ropor- 


Wo are not, however, passing on tlio wladoai of Uie policy 
as a result of vhiich those expenses wei’o increased to tlio extent 
of converting px'ofits ixito losses. 


For the seventeen quarters reviev.'ed, the expenses covered 
by the four foregoing catogories were as follows* 







hent 

.pa art 

151' 

)vy rolls 

Telephone 

St:-..ti oncry 

and J0.' ;xt 

1st, 

1240 

^ 605.00 

Wj 4: 1 ♦ OX 

3 00. oa 

0 243.03 

2nd, 

1240 

1 50 ,00 

470.40 

. w 4 

245, 13 

oi’d. 

19 4 J 

l,5iv..yo 

500 « H6 

070.06 

401.15 

4th,, 

1 d 0 

1, 570.50 

ryi' A 

/ w ■ - * t.0 

COh.iO 

245.49 

1st, 

1941 

i,7jy).4a 

0 k) O • gO 

Gh;G.57 

497 . IG 

fud, 


2,090.00 

r / r; ' \-rf 
kJ-X 1 r -r / 

951.05 

r-f » < nz-v 

Ok> I * r J 

or-d, 

4 th, 

Ihil 

1..41 

2,412.00 
2, C 4 0.00 

GOO . 35 

J - s. . - , 

1 ' i h^ 

1, :i04. 10 
1,445.79 

Iq'i C? 1 O 

\J m 


(bontiiiuod) 





fvuarter 


(Coatinuod) 


Rent; 

■ayi^ollB 'I'clGp-'Onfj £tatl one?-/ end ..J.,; }),t 


1st, 

1'j42 

^2,332,50 g 

713.34 9 

;l,9l3.7i: 

j 310.14 


dnd. 

1942 

2,352. 59) 

772 . 27 

*3 ^ j 

35’7 . CO 


3rd, 

1942 

i f , 3\.} 

i ) ‘,.7 9 . • L.' 

1,110.04 

Ovil; , 40 


dtli. 

1942 

2 , u / 0 , 0 0 

3^ Ji -L * V 

C'.nyrj -p 

to i ^ 

4'iO , 72 


1st, 

1943 

2, 333.00 

o6C« 04 

r. 1 '3 ff'X 

C92, 93 

1 

Und, 

1943 

3,400.10 

O.yl * 00 

Gii . 33 

523.02 

f 

3rd, 

1943 

3, 160.00 

*> / O # vj / 

400.03 



4t}i, 

lr43 

3,0 30 . ' j O 1 , 

243 . 41 

6 0 t? . V u j 

1,321.14 

f 

lot, 

1944 

6,091.50 

064.33 

840.01 

773. G8 

t 

r 


The 

stationery iten includes 

00 £> C cji, 

printing " 

Oho is S’-io”, 

\ 

i 

i 

i 


Mtli respect to advorticing and pneliclb/ and rai.scellau- 
Goua thcro are iiicinded In tliece ite:.i.n cash e-xpendituroe unsupooi’tod 
dy croditora* vonc'iers substantial in 'incnuxte, V'q have beon Inforrxod 
that Ruch er.nendlt’irea represent in larne part oxponsos necouaurlly 
lnctn:*red by Mr, Cohoyer for entortaimannt, 

T;:io remaining expense items are not Important in iinount 
Uiid appuur to be reasonable, 

Tho several reports exa?’iined, ;;Ov;Qvr,r, incliido as a lia- 
bility on the Balance S' eet, an itor dosigar.tca as hxchanpes 
Unpaid, 


The anioiiati 


io show;:', aro sot .Jorui in the foi lowing 


lation 



Inarch 51r;fc 50 th 


1940 

41 

1942 

1045 

1944 


V 54 o • oO 
3,055. 05 
7,700.55 
I'O , G51 . I/O 
22,950.03 


793. GO 
4,273.59 
10,219.40 
12, G2G.50 


oepoenooi’ 
50 1 ■ 1. 

554.10 
G, Jfj 5. 60 
12', 003. 29 
14,581.02 


’ocenour 
51 at 


'^'.00,02 


•X jf O 45 4.r 

9,000.51 
10 , 501. 70 

lo, '■} U'J , lOi 


The forogoinc aniouiits havo been arrived at aftei> trana- 
feri-xng from the ’'Exchanges Account" tho amount of 55,175.56 to 
Capital Investment in tlie last quarter of 1942 and after transfer- 
ring to Income sundry auma from tine to time, 

'Ihe fim’s auditors have indicated in thoJ r reports that 
t ../0 account ia a nixod one includes in their opinion, income 

to tho extent of at least 50> of tho total credits refloctod b- 
tlio account. 

The constant increase in tho balances rofloctcd by -^o 
account over the period of years leads us to bolievo that a fur 

larger percentage than 50;^ of tho account should be transferred to 
income. 

Should tho entire amount of the credit to tho '’Exchenges" 
lx. treated as i,nco«o, ther tlie resultant capital ,veuld be as shomi 
by the following eoliedulo; 


hurry 


1— tCnangos Treutud as Inco/iie 
Cap! tal Invea triiant 
Total 

boss- Debits in Drawing Accounts 15 


4 

-CJL.; 


ijct Ci-pltal-i'r r c h 5 1 , 3, 4, 4 


Gerald 


ror 

ford 


To t: a 1 

^6 .GO 

G7, CCZ * 

o'i 

v22,i;5j.a5 

'0 • 5 7 

r 1 " 

.. ' 9 • 

.32 

*06 

ft ♦ j 

V 0 e 

. - :3 

\ i ^ t. ' - ) * : } j 

10 * (31 

^ k) . i « 


__l8n •'7 . '35 

V., . 4 

'] h.'l 

* f 

:ii 




a 


Should any part of the "hJ'.chan^es” bo treated as 
liability, then tho credits to capital account "EAchunecs" ns 

f o^ih j.n the foregoing tabulation will iiuvo to bo correspond** 
Ingly reduced. 

Attention is directed to the fact, }iow6vor, t:iat tho 
forogoirif' figures do not take into considor-atl on any olor,;ent of 
Good will and it ia apparent that substantial suss are being 
opont in building **Good aill**, 'i'}iese expend], turos include develop— 
mont of staff, entertainment, publication of "gho is die” and 
like itCii^o, Tli.ere s.'iould also be considered in this con/icctioio 
publicity resulting from release of ”Covsr Girl” uni i''ro;.a tho use 
of the publicised name "Harry Conover”* 

The "Cover Girl", produced by Coluiiipja pictures Corpora- 
tion only resulted in the receipt of a cash Incone of :;3, 854.47. 

It seems probable that tho value of tho publicity given the firm 
on the showing of the picture will exceed by far the cash income 
realized. Copy oj. letter addressed to Harry Conover by Columbia 
Pictures Corporation is attached iicreto in this connection. 

Respectfully submitted. 


CKRTIFIILD ?Ul;LIC bCCObIJi APTS 
(Mew York) 
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V.OLUMBI A PICTBHI ;S COBPORAT .. A\ 
Coiunbia Scniaro 
iiollyv 00 ( 1 , C ii’omio. 

J lolly wood 3181 


ALL IKFOEHATIOH COMTAIffiD 
HERE in IS UIJCLA33IFIED 

DATE 02-26-2003 BY 60324/TJC/BAW3TP/bl3 Septonboi’ Ol’d, 1942 


Hr, Harry Conover, 

52 Vanderbilt Avenue, 

New York, H. Y. 

Dear Harry* 

I have jua t had the opportunity of f-oinrj over your situation with [ 


talks in Hew Yox-k. 


] i ir ^ j V-/ Kf j. Lxe* u XW lA \ji i | 

^^f-;nd wanted to clai jfy Colunbiti’s position with I'Cfjard to cur 


] 


if 

croon 


t the t Irio 
crodi t to 
t for you 


First of all, it should be definitely understood that 
the picture ia released wo are still allowed to /'ivo 
individuals, that v.’q will at th.at tine include screen cred 
as teclmical advisor or soraething slnilar thereto. 

Secondly, you must realize that this whole "Cover Girl" idea was brought 
to you by Coiunbia for the purpose of cooporatl on, v'ith tl:e thoui^ht in " 
mind^ that ^t Vi/ould oo of mutual, benefl.t sivicc you and your ayency \.(ould 
receive in’oriendous pTiblicity; and Coli-'obi a, by coopGrat.inrj \aith an 
agency lxV>.e yours, would be able to obtain the ri';ht persons, iiO'.tevor 
in trying to .voi-k out everything for our nutu il boncfht, v.-e esnivot iuivo 
this picture kriov.-:i as "Iho Ccr.over Cover Girl" n;v: th or-, .lore wo cannot 
mane you u part of our regi.ilar publicity releases. We can, however, 
uiid it is our xntentj.on to plirn special publicity both i/i nev/spaoers 
and magazinos tliroughout tin country, in vdiicli yo-.ir n^ne will be ubui en- 
tenslvoly in connoctiou with the "Cover Girl" plan as a vdiole. You are 
fully a\;dre of hov/, tnrough I ~L v/o havo tried to cooperate with 

you, and you should realize that if any magazine ignores t'ne Conover 
^■bedit, 3. t is not oui^ dOa.n/- but is diie solely to the (vli.im of the oarti** 

m 1 T r 1 T* rs ^ ^ r\P 4* V> A r « ^ ^ i ^ ^ rt I I . * 


culur editor of the magazine, -Vo have told f 
and we know that she has done so, ^ 


to cooperate 


Ihirdly, you are well awaro of the fact that it is 
issue a brochure of fui elaborate nature which v;ill 


nowapapers all over tho count I’y, es 
eodribitors, 
you which we 


and wo Intend 
feel certain 


well as 

to includo in that brochure a 
will be Eutis.iactory to you. 


our intention to 
bo di .etrlbutod to 


pproximatcly fifteen thousa 
story ro[:ardinr 


Fourthly, with respect to your letter to vno, it is inoosslbio for us to 
malce arrangements with you at this tine wlxeroby you vdll actually act as 
techrhcal director or ad-visor on tho '’Coven- Girl" plct.n'c, due to ti:o 
fact teat the script Jiao not as yet been finiciiod and -we do not 
trie exact cturtln^ date nor do ;ve kaexv adotaicr oi' not v/'ll act^'ally 
be td)ly to use your services. If v;o find that wo will rr'-Xro -/our 
services, you can rest assured that v;o will enter into v'-j rifar> to-^*T 
arx-ungemonts with you. however, if v;o find that .vo cen-iot :u:tunll- n-o 


your services as technical director or 


be neco: 
you acreon credit. 


advi aor, ta.cn 


ry to r’ihcG any agreomont with you but vio \iill 


' p 


:n< ' 
Lve 


J A CO t*SO N , G r< r-l t: *■.’ r t" L 
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Soptember C5i’d 1942 


Pixr.u 2 . 


yoi' ““ ^-Wicit.; 

airl" plcturol nnd joG the "Covor 

Cover Girls tliat has boon .•oX»ctG(l bv' tl'o' v‘ °f *"'''’ 
oovor elrl, is prevlne to bo ofvalu? to v™ 

in a rinoncial benefit to you. ^ -^nxcii natui’ally i^eeults 

I ilopo til tit tho iibovc rivo 3 vom bVift ±.^ 

can oiily assure you once arain tl J- If desire and I 

vve stand in connection v;ith this nicturo hnovv exactly how 

out to our rautual benerit, ^ tnj.n£s will probably wop.' 

rmfyou/“ fi-tit you ...ont, ploaso lot n.o hour 

Ivith kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


LSP/s- 


(Slcried) 


i 




I 

i 

■■ ‘ I 


J A c o r- 6 o N , G (-<■ t: r n r ■ i : La k 


CO. 
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STATEMENT OF TENTATIVE CORIPUTATIONS 

(Under Public Paw 854 ra amended) 


He r.nhe 


r 17, 1973 


lONORABLE J!> 


Retirement deductions as Member of Conjrress, effectiv 
-ctirement deductions as an employee, effective 


/e . 


ervice credit deposit account, paid, as Member of Conf^ress 

Period of service 


ervice credit deposit account, paid, as an employee 
Period of service 


ervice credit deposit account, not paid, as Member of Congress 

Period of service 

n vice credit deposit account, not paid, as an employee 
Period of service 


dnnnorv 3, 194^^ 

3'onc 

? lai.-aa.,,- 

$ TY 




pproxiinate amount of deposit as of 
(As Member of Congress) 

pproximate amount of deposit as of . 

(As an employee) 


; as of , $ 

: as of , 5 .. 


le following computations are based on 


‘i.. years ■' months as Member of Congress. 13 'Irvs 


- - months as an emp.oy'ee. i' 

. yeais moritlis of active inir^tary service. 


■ I < : n V s 


Lte of separation, , 19 


I’TJLL DEPOSIT MADE 


FULL DEPOSIT NOT MADE 


inuity, 10 or more years of service, age 60 or older: 


l^ffective: Octo] 




Per A«num i Per Month 


Pee Annum 


Per Month 




0^7 , Of) i 


Survivor benefits: 

Rate to annuitant 

32,316.00 1 2,693.<'iq| 

i 1 i: 

t i ■- 

Rate to survivor (widow or widower) 

I i3..>S'!.(i') ■ j , 632 . 'ii-i 1 


-ximum annuity after 5 or more years of service, age 
>2 or older: Effective: 

Single life annnitv.. 


1 

! 


1 i 

i ; 

Survivor benefits: 

Rate to annuitant. . 

i 

! 


j 


Rate to survivor (widow or widower) 

1 


marks : „„ 

The nht.vc con,-.„tatinn i.n ha.seh nn v,M;r service as Lender. ' 
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REFERENCES: 


Detroit tele type to Bureau. 10/19/73. 
Report of SA | 10/9/73, 


at Alexandria. 


- RUG - 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED [Tj NONE 

ACQUIT- 

TALS 

CASE HAS BEEN: 

PF.NDING OVER ONE YEAR YES N O 

PENDING PROSECUTION 
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FUG. 
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RECOVER! ES 
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(4) Appointee to be re- inter viev/’ed for additiona.1 
corriments about unidentified Staff member. 
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CO VSR page 



KP K’rv, 


Copy lo: 

Rcporf of: 
Dale: 

Field Offic 
Tifle: 

Characfcr: 

Synopsis: 


This th;ruii.- n! 
art mU u* hi- < 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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HEKEIH IS TOICLASSIFIED 

DATE 02-26-2008 BY 60324/UC/BA¥/STP/l3ls 


October 23, 1S73 
161-9324 

GERAID RUDOLPH FORD 


Office: Washington, U. C. 


Buicau File #: 161-9896 


SPECI/iL INQUIRY 


Appointee re-intervieved; provided additional personal in- 
formation. Appointee's staff members interviewed- a]l 
favorable, however, appointee's Adminisrrative Assistant 
revealed there is one staff member who could be potential 
embarrassment for appointee. Would not give identity or ' 
circumstances until re-interview with appointee. Conpress- 
men HUhLR and RIEGLE interviewed with favorable comments, 
however, RliLGLE mentioned unsubstantiated rumor (source 
unrecalled) about past "funny money transactions" of 
appointee. Congressman COMERS withholding all comment 
concerning appointee pending submission of his nomination 
to Committee on the Judici^y. of whirh he. -i .s a member for 

confirmation proceedings. * 

interviewed £ 


„ . *' irecontacted con- 

erning proposed Chinese business deal; provided no sub- 
stantial additional information. CALKINS, Executiire 
irector. Republican National Committee furnished informa - 
Congressional account as set forth. Resort^ 
mend'^ ^ leamster President FITZSIl-LiONS favorably re-o: 
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I 
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DETAILS : • A T WASHINGTON, D. C . 


L'sjijijns Mcillirr 1 < n v:n im til 1,1 1 
l^^tl ihuU li tMiiMih- ,> nr nut-iu' 


•on. lunornH of ihr Fiil. F 


)■i(<pcr^y of till- ITM 


is Invnitnl 


your H' rno : it ear 


ro.'Ve: -> 



V/FO 161-932^1 
RTT : nsw 
1 


INTERVIEW OF APPOII'PEE 


Representative GERALD R. FORD voluntpr^r^d tb- follov'inr 
Information to SA RICHARD T. TAYLOR, JR. on October 2^ 1973: 

NAT received a telephone call from 

executive of the Lear Siep-ler Corporation, 

Detroit, rllchipan, on the evening of October 2? 1973. at 

the Repre.sentatlve’s residence. Nr. 'WALTON advised he had 
been contacted by representatives of the Federal Pureau of 
Investigation (FBI) who questioned him concerning the freouencv 
Of Representative PORD's use of corporate aircraft ovred bf 
vear cle^^ler. Hr. HALTOH referred to a trip riade aboard the 
Lear h.iep;ler aircraft approximately one year a mo which f ] e'-' 
from Detroit, Michigan, to Washington, D. C., in which he 'and 
Representative FORD v/ere passengers. Representative FORD 
wished to make clear the circumstances surrounding this" trip. 

p ^ D _.2-^P^f,f®^tatlve FORD recalled he had been visiting 
rand ..apids, .iichigan, on the above occasion and had received 
notice from the White House that his presence would 'oe needed 
at a customary leadership luncheon with President NIXON and 


other Conp;re s s lons.1 les-ders. lie 
detained in Grand Rapids until 9: 
preceding the Tuesday luncheon, 
commercial travel available from 
have insured his presence at the 
FORD determined the Lear aircraft 


flight to V^ashington, D. C 
make use of the Jet flight 


recalled he liau been 
30 p.m. on Monday immediately 
He found there was no direct 
Grand Rapids which would 
luncheon. Representative 
would be making a direct 


. and he accepted an 
in company w'ith Mr. 


invitation 
i.'ALTON . 


to 


Representative FORD referred to his conversation 
With his Adininistratlve Assistant, ROP.^FT T -^1 * 

presence of .SA TAYLOR on August 20. 1973. He" wisherA to^' ' 
re-emphasixe that he had not been aware of the nrevlmif; 
conversation between Mr. HARTM.amn and | Tun^MI 

last Saturday v;hen Mr. HART' -ANN des'’rjp " '' 

the conversation. 


Mr. HART' -ANN des-rl'bed the particulars of 


be 

b7C 
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Interviews of Representative Ford's Staff 

The following invest igation was conducted by 
SA RICHARD T. TAYLOR, JR. , on October 23, 1973 t 

Miss DOROTHY HESSLER, Secretary, advised she 
has been a member of Representative TORD ' s personal staff 
for approximately 6% years. During this time she also 
has visited his residence in Alexandria, Virginia, and 
has joined with the appointee's family in various social 
functions at the residence and at the U. S. Capitol. She 
described the appointee and his family as a close-knit 
and devoted family, and she has no question concerning 
their reputation in the community. 

Miss HESSLER describes the appointee as a sincere, 
warm, and com.passionate person. She has never observed 
3.ny excesses ox* questionable activity on his psirt. She knows 
of no information which could be considered as reflecting 
unfavorably unon his personal habits, integrity, reputation, 
or loyalty to the United States. She recoinraends him without 
hesitation to any position involving trust and responsibility 
in the United States Government. 

ROBERT T. HARTMANN, Minority Sergeant at Arms of 

the House of Representatives and Legislative Assistant to 
Representative FORD, advised he first met the appointee 
approximately 8^ years ago, when Mr. HARTMANN was Chief of 
the Washington Bureau of the L-.s Angeles Times. He has been 
a member of Representat ive FORD's personal staff since the 
late 19'^0's. He describes hma as a "hard charging, dedicated 
member of the Republican Party", and he is a person of 
unquestionable personal, professional, and political integrity. 
He has traveled extensively with him, both in the United 
States, and overseas. He has observed him under conditions 
of considerable stress at which time the appointee has 
always functioned at the top of his ability and in a forthright 
considerate fashion. He describes him as moderate in his 
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personal habits. He knows of no unfavorable Information 
concerning the appointee's character, associates, reputation, 
or loyalty. He recommends him to any position of trust 
or responsibility in the United States Government for which 
President NIXON may care to appoint him, particularly to the 
Office of Vice President of the United States. 

Concerning the operation of Representative FORD's 
Staff, Mr. HARTMANN advised that he, "for the most part, 
knows of no situation existing among the staff members V7hich 
could be considered as having any potential for embarrassment 
to Representative FORD. However, he has some question concern- 
ing one of the staff who nay present a "problem" and some ' 
embarrassment to Representative FORD. He declined to 
identify this individual, and said Mr. FORD is aware of 
the individual and that Mr. FORD would disclose this 
individual’s problem when the Representative becomes available 
for interview. 

MILDRED LEONARD, Personal Secretary to Representative 
FORD, advised she has been a member of his staff for more 
than ten years. During this time, she never had any reason 
to question his integrity, reputation, or loyalty to the 
United States. She recommends him without hesitation to 
a position of trust and responsibility in the United States 
Government and particularly to the post to which he has been 
nominated. 
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Michip-fjn Conp-resslonal Del errcttior) 

The follov;lng investination was conducted bv 
PA RICHARD T. TAYLOR, JR. on October 23, 1973: 

Representative ROEERT J. HUBRR advised he has had 
close political association with the anpointee since 
November 7, 1972, when Representative HUBER vras first elected 
to the House of Representatives as a Representative of the 
Eighteenth Michlran District. B:eorosentat ive HU^F^R , a 
former member of the Hichip:an State Legislature, had casual 
political contact vnith the appointee from approximately 
1965 until November, 197?. He does not consider him a' close 
personal friend. His previous casual contact with him as 
vjell as his close recent association v.'ith him provides 
Representative FfUBER with no unfavorable inforr'!a.tion 
concerning the appointee's character, associates, reputation 
or loyalty. He described him as holnm moderate in liis 
personal habits ajid as a dedicated public servant. He 
recommends him to any position invoivlna trust and resoonslbilit v 
in the United States Government for which President NIXON 
may care to select him and, particularly, for the post of 
Vice President of the United States. 

Representative DONALD N. RIEGLR, JR., advised he 
has known the appointee since 1966 as a colleague in the 
Michigan Delegation and as a close personal friend. IJe 
recalls no instances wherein he has had any reason to ouestlon 
the appointee's personal integrity noting, from his experience 
(Representative RIEGLE's), the appointee has never violated 
any confidence between him and the appointee. He has observed 
him in attendance at social functions and has noted he partakes 
of alcoholic beverages in a moderate fashion and he has alwavs 
observed the appointee on these occasions to be in complete 
control of his faculties. 

Representative RIEGLE advised he had heard rumors 
to the effect that in the late 1960 's there had been so-called 
funny money transactions" concerning campaign donations which 
had been contributed to Representative FORD's organisation but 
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which also had been disbursed among various Congressional 
candidates in Michigan and in other parts of the United 
States. He stressed he has no first-hand knovdedge of these 
transactions and he a.lso emphasized he is certain Representative 
FORD had nothing to do vrith them and also had no knov.'ledge 
of these tranactions. Representative RIFGLU is unable to 
suggest V7hen ha first heard of these occurrences and is unable 
to give any indication as to who may have any knowledge of 
them. 


With the exception of the foregoing, Representative 
RIEGLR has heard of no information concerning the appointee 
nor has he observed any conduct on his part which v/ould cause 
him to question the appointee's personal or professional 
integrity. He considers him a loyal /\merican of pood character, 
reputation and associates. Representative RIEGLE witholds further comments 
'^^bil such time as the appointee's nomination is presented to 
the House of Representatives for confirmation. 



ip 
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Representative JOHN CONYERS, JR., advised he has 
known the appointee on a political basis as a colleague and 
member of the Michigan House delegation during the past eight 
years. During this time they have had some philosophical 
differences with regard to legislation and other political 
matters. Representative CONYERS, a member of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, is withholding all comment concerning the 
appointee pending submission of his nomination to his Committee 
for confirmation proceedings. 


f 
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On O ctober 23, 1973, I 

I , was relntervlev.'ed by Special Agent GEORGE E. 

SAUNDjERS. 


I I advised he vaguely recalls a story being cir- 

calated concerning EOi^ l;ART.'-iAH (phonetic). Aide to Congressr.an 
FORD , alleging hARli'-AI,' vras setting uo an irnoort business 
for the distribution of marketable items from Red China, 
recalls the date of this story as taking place during 

'rom Red China v;hen 


r.e 


the 

he 


story as 

Summer of 1572, after his return from Red China v;hen 1 
accompanied FORD and a delegation from the House of Represen 
tatives to Red China, V.’hen he heard the above story, he 
Inxiedlately cfvllea liARTMAN to determine if there v;as any 
substance or truth to the matter. He recalls HARTHAiJ 
denying having any part of such a business venture. | | 

does n ot recal l the source of the story. It vjas pointed 
out to I I that he reportedly called HAFlTHAli subseouent 

to the above phone call, in v.’hlch he told FIARTMAN to forget 
the story and v;o rds to the effect that thor 
for it. I ^ l advlsed that this rumor 
and did not Involve Congressman FORD. [ 


has 


197 


never heard of the individuals 
advised this is the first time 


vms no fcunda 

involv ed HARTMA^? 

advised he 


on 


be 

hlC 


Jor[ 


2, that he has hear: 


since the Summe: 


HARTMAN. 


’ytning of the I’urior invol'ving 


contact I 
to Red Chine 


ina 


I suggest ed the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
l> who accompanied the delegation 
5 anu v;as the economic advisor to the group, 
at that time v/as a representative of the Joint Hconomlc 
Committee. He also suggested an Intervlev: vith I 
(phonetic), vdic is presently on the staff of Senator! 

He recalls that I I ar - - - . -L 

Senator if A iJ S F I F, LD 
possible buGijiGss 
the United States. 


iccomr anieu 'Ser 


itor S( 
av;are 


to Red Chii^a ana v.-ould be 
ventures contracted by any Individuals in 


urn i ana 
of any 


^advised he v.'ould contlnvic 


o mull over the 
h.e^ could recall the person v.’ho originally 
this alleged busir;es3 venture, he v.-ould 
gent SAlJj-. DHR lS . he also -.■.-ould attempt to 

on he contacted after 
his m.attcr, and 


matter, and if 
Infori.ved h.im oi 
notify Special Ag 
determine fro:n recollection the r 
his origin.al call to flARTMAfi rerordirn 


the subsequent notifying HARTi’AM that’ there- 
to it . 


V7as no substance 
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On October 23, 1973, ANN WANAI-IAKER, Clerk, U.S. 
House of Representatives, Office of Finance advised CHARLES 
G. DRAGO had been employed as Administrat5.ve Assistant to 
Representative STANFORD E. PARRIS from January 3, 1972 to 
September 30, 1973. He is not presently an employee of 
the U.S. House of Representatives. Miss WANAI-IAKER advised 
her files contained no record identifiable v7ith DRAGO as 
ever having been a member of the staff of the appointee, 
Representative GERALD R. FORD. Inquiry of Representative 
PARRIS office determined DRAGO is presently residing at 
Annapolis, l-laryland. 
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The followlnf" inv estigation vras r-.nn fhjnhpri by Special 
Ayents [ \ and at 'v/ashin.rton , D.C 

On October 23, 1073, ?ir. JOHN T. 0ALKI7S , Executive 
Directoi’, Penublican ’lational Comciittee, was intervi ev.'ed in 
his office. Room 520 , Dv/l^ht D. Eisenhower Buildiny, concerninp: 
a OROO per quarter nayment to GEPALD R. FORD. 

CALKINS advised that every Reoublican incumbent 
receives a S500 or .^750 ner ouarter amount to be annlied for 
tlie purpose of public relations. He stated that non— !na.rp'ina 1 
Incumbents received .7500, while marginal incumbents' received 
•';;750. The difference between a marginal and a non-marminal 
incumbent is that a non-n';arc;-inal incumbent receives HP per cent 
or more of the nopular vote in his election. 


CALKINS advised that the Senator cr Congressman does 
not receive this money directly 5 rather, he receives a credit 
to his Pifolic Relations Account. This m.oney is authorized by 
the Executive Committee. The money is used for newsletters, 
questionnaires, and radio, television tapes. The money is to 
be used si.rlctly for public relations v.'ork. An example v.fas 
cited as follows: "If a Congressman had printed a bumoer 
sticker 'I Visited Congressman Jones', this v;ould be paid for, 
but if the Congressman had a sticker which read 'Vote for * 
Congressman Jones', this would not be approved." 

Nr. EDV/ARD TERRAR, Finance Director, Republican 
National Committee, was called into CALKINS' office and reveal e.. 
GERALD FORD'S Public Relations Account Sheet. As of October 2 V' 
1973, FORD had a credit of .7^67.09. ' ’ 



CALKINS 
treatment and his 
repeated the fact 


stated that FORD received no oreferential 
account was in satisfactory condition. He 
that every incumbent received the same amount. 
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Un October 23, 1973, 


o/i L 




contacted 

Detroit flews 511 Itotloual Press Buildh.p, U,shlnston, 
.c. hi,. pl^cG of Gmploynent, v/herc he advf.sed that he 
has tao«, the appointee on „ professlof.sl as veU as 
soolal^basis_sl^l946. He_ noted thatji^t, 1946 to 


wss GinployGd c\ V 


Michigan. Ha advised that he became 

acquainted xnth the appointee's professional 

* found him to be a person of high intelliponce who 
knowledge of domestic affairs. He 
ot^ted diet, the appointee maintained an excellent reix^ta- 
tion amongst a large percentage of Michigan votlts Id ths 
he IS of the opinion that the appointee has performed an 
exemplary job as a Congressman from the Statl of Mich^-^'' 

He furtlier advised that he has socia]dved with 
1946^2 " <^“tln.,al bas1f since 

i.-c.-4ponSible individuals. He deti.-r i* Uari 

being a man o£ high moral character, inteeriiy and honLf 

which cTlI f IppolutTe ’ 
which could bring discredit to himself and asserted that 

e has no reason to question appointee's loyaltfto thf 

Goveriiinent . ^ Lixe 


He further advised that he, V 


residing and workhg IndhddrM .grtfh ^^d 
1957 and during the subsequent' yrtrs hb ;!;!; S^d""" 

commexit;: regarding the appointee from both frie- 
and professional acquaintances. 


L 


n 71 —I^^JVised that the appointee possesses 

the qualifications af,d native .ability to serve h?rhf h 
Government position and hr- ^ 

wuh“:h:T;!s? ----- 
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Rroth 1 ^ President, International 

Bro^erhood of .eamsters, 25 Louisiana Avenue, LW. , advised 

p * ^_| on October 23, 1973, tiiat he does not know 

Congressman FORD intimately, having only met him on a few 
occasions, although he has followed Mr. FORD's piiblic career 
in politics for the past 15 or 20 years. Nothing adverse 

ora^rocifte^h^^^^^^''' loyalty, integrity, repvitatiou, 

ever come to Mr. FTTZSm^IONS' attention. Mr. 
FirZ^lMONS feels the selection of Mr. FORD as the Vice- 
Presidential designate is a fine choice for this position, 

f^r Mr, FORD merits, by his public life, consideration 

for this high office. 


- 14 * - 



< 10-29*71) 





s ! 


i 


•-■§ -A 




imm sts.CAu yf :‘-rtK??CAn:,'?i 
C()MM';^;iCAfiO.%'S 51'v. : !cri 

Trsnsmir sttschad by Ftoilmll* - PLA(tlT£X1^ ^ ,y ,, , ^ ■ 

Ub ! ^-il'JJ.} 


n:iaity. 


UTvGEST 


f«>: DIRECTOR, FSI (161-9SD6) 

SAC, LOS ^MnGELES (161-2471) 

/ ' _■' 

GERALD RUDOLPH 'FORD, C'r:a 
Gerald Rudolph Ford, Jr, 

Leslie King, Jr, 

SPI 

□ PScSo 0 RJStJpfiat RtcCid O r:^? 


Djse; IG/23/73 


□ Kw5rc;» 



HEREIN 13 TOICEA33IFIED 

DATE 02-26-2008 BY 60324/UC/BA¥/STPybls 






;/'1 



A V W 


be 

bee 


iT* illi, W « * 4 bmjimJ <r\ ^ 4 


it 




MCOORTtNQ orrtce 

L0$ ANGELES 

OPFICB OF onioiM 

BUREAU 

OAY£ 

10/23/73 

iHVE»Ti*Ativ^ r>t;AiOP 

10/19/73 - 10/23/73 

mcroF CASE 


RCPORT MAPE aV 

iTVPEO OV 

1 

GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, aka 

Gerald Rudolph Ford, Jr., 

Leslie King, Jr. 

1 1 

LdiTig 

CHARACTER CF CASE 


All IlFOra-LiTIOl COHTAIHED 

HERE 11 IS IWCLiSSIFIED . . 

DATE 02-26-2008 BY 60324/TJC/BA¥/3TP/Iils 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 


REFERENCE; Los Angeles reports 

of saI “ 

. 



dated 10/20/73. 


- RUC - 


AD>aNISTRATIVE 


I 


For itifoxrn^txon of tlis Bur^^u It Is bGlicvcd 
\ vho is retired froni the /H'Jashingtoti Tiir^cs 


I \ VfiO LS reuixeu iLjLwai 

HQT-nld," is th e newspaper e ditor from Washir^gton D.C, 
referred to hv I ■ ^ 2 ^x 1 nio comments \^h^ch *^*.0 

contained in referenced reports. 


ACCO-V.PUSiSMSi'STS O-AJMsiD 'ACOUrM 

\ C Atfc HA» 

couvic. 

i r^UGl. 

FIKE> 

SAVINGS 

RizcovcRtcs 1 \ 

[ PCNDL'^^f^ ovr=T c::-: vcAr? fbjVCs i 

i cu*. ^ 1 

[ ovxrs ■-!?; ■MONTr.'i i 

1 

• J 



i 1 

1 j 

APPROVEZO 


SPKCIAU ACENT \ gg V;.*; 5 Tc Hi '?ACC;; C-UO'J 

IN CHARGE t . _ 


COPIES MAOr-/ > j 

0 - Bureau (161-089o) 

2 - Washington Field Cl 61 '- 9324 ; 

1 - ios Angeles (161-2471) 




1): le Wa, 


^ 

iiow Fwd, r:‘i6' 

Uy 




D;£seminaiic»t> Record of Alio chgd 

j/ 


bbi/J 






□ 3 : 


I 


KotcUos'is 




■ / 



/ 


r^nwictf .0 Kill:, 



LA 161-2471 


LEAP 

WASHINGTON El ELD 

A T WASHINGTON^ P, C. ; Will interview I I 

I I cQncerni'ng his contact VTitlil jand determine 

if th^re is any connection between I land appointee* 
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DETAILS: 

IKTERVIKJS WITH 


I^SISCELLANEOUS 


On October 19, 197 3 » 


sdvised SAF 


t 1X)S Ang^eies, <^aixtor aIat 
1he Is the I I 


[ 


his attorney, L 


1 said tha t epproximately one year aso 

had advised him there “may be 


a vray to get products out of Led China,” He said the 
attorney had obtai ned this i nfox*iaation from one of bis 

cl ients whose rmwe I I could not retail. 


[ 


] stated In connection with the rest : rrant 


business of the “SS Princess Ixjuise" he was partxcuiarly 
interested in obtaining shipments of crab and shrimp '.iiich 
might be imported from China. lie was also interested in 
establishing shops for the marketing of other products that 
valght be imported into the United States. 


[ 


] advised that he met with the af crcr?.entiottc 
set up the irr.portation of the products 


client who v/as to set up 
from Ked China and who furi'iished him with a list of 
rrossible products that could be imported. He said *. 


he v:i 


IS told if he would furn 


) eex i. xcct X on s 


O i 

•'>x'oducts he desired, they coiild cc ‘VJaveioped'* In 
...t a low cost and subs eouently ir.uortcd into t/;e I 

] stated at the above rv;;eting he " 
or prices tl^at he vrou’id Inve to 
] said 


htates. 


[ 


"bids" 






lor 

cx*ab and shrimp. [ 


was X 

Give bids on the seafood prroc.ucts wit. 


}'rfi 


nj an 


th.at lie never heard anythiiig aGtxtxonai concernxr. 


[ 


stated tliat in tl 


r-1’ 


i -iw U I Ci vJ t f C- \ 


;r:.ia or tne appoxntee nac ocen m 
id not recall in vrhat capacity 


It « X X 


rn used. He said in his opinion t'n: 


L-itiO tl 


Oa l.Jk. 


t. i> i. t j . t a V % ... 

« ... ... - . 


\0X. 


p O S G X .X c 


irtcrest which the appointee could have had in th.;; i- - 
of goods from China would have been the interest of t.it, 
that trade was established w’ith Hed China, He stated tl.ai 


w X Cr (■ 
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possibly_ used ouotatU s ou 


roisr»r?o ou 

shrimp and crab tO be importea* 


I IfurCher stated tbat_ subsequent to^ the 

abeve .meeting he ne ^^oned the pos-bxlxty » 

goods from China to I ^ , r i 1 Restaurant 

bad formerly been associat^at | eKperienca as a 

in Los Angeles and that I |b<^f 


I iJici;:> , t _ 

iii jLA/o — - — I ced that he attencea a 

Purchasing Agent t . I — -J? o f^rsnc.-iTTiinp: 

7ithl 


maviseu ^ 

. ~m.T-i I -i>'H j*t3o other individuals concerning i,»sv- 

cstlSistaSHrluAets for goods that 
from Rod China. Bo could "“Itecaa t.io n^c- f ■ 


-om Red Cnina. ne couiu 

rADGtlllS* 1 ^ .r .. i.r 


fumisbed these 

of pos sible iuc..s t^t could bo itnportcc 


’CO 


?;;;\4"ir-at?rS‘-no^;;;rh;;^‘b;ovr.ht vr/>e 
in'^omection with the o-poinleo s possrOjo 
In seeing t hat trade uhs set up oy tr.o e.ntoc. ...ae.e ...... 


hd Chin.' 


[ 


the appoi-ntee ’was to , , , 

;o iepbrt products trcj Chx-na. _ .pa ..c.Jt^o *.. --- 

.pinion there was "Vf»*v3J;!eS:.a:;'‘„“Pnhit fPS'C. 


: 


— ■-. r*! ; r*^ ''.■ O* 

^ ci iL V J. i A O J~ b> 

OC Ml. ^ t-w 


a^are^of 

i uvolv cd vi ti u t a ^ 


; i. 


concaraxng 


[ 


he possible 


xon oj 


oocis rrora 
; above 

and no bxisitiess venture _v:as ever estaoiioaea. 


]said that notM *=3 c.’ 


from 


r'o additional contact with ^ _ 

who vexe. at the meeting witn mm 


©nd 


1 individ\ 


[ 


l aGditionally aavised^hc bas^noyer 
wiet the appointee and he can xurnisn nocOing 
about him. 


Cn Octob er 22 , 1973 , 
-av.l 3 ed SA I I that bejmia^ 

uho iridividxial vrxMii. mC 

c o nc e^rx'iirs g the itTiportatxoQ 
t 


[ 


] 


^XOIJL 

^ .V.XV- - — --ij * '‘I 

;Iiis individual s naxie xsl 


v^C;n tlDlO i-0 

uially 

Q O Ci X' O ul O il Ll 


-.rcl 
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On October 22, 19.73, L 

I - * ^ ^ 


lie recal led^ 


1, Los Anj^eles. Cslifort'.ia, ‘advised SAL 
discuGsad vath him tAe facu 


Tim \ iiaa OlSCUGSeu Wit-H iiA.a» 

-hat he, r^ I lntenaSd to s° ??f ' 

• <» T-rvirril^nrsCr S-tie t50SGj.Di,e itupOXtSi-iOn Oj- 


that ne, I I lateuueu i-w - vr‘ 

e:;porC business iwolvxrig_the_DOSu^.D^e ' 

<;oods from Ked Cl ixna»_ /^ _J s.t,j>.ted he 
into detail with 


into detail wltB \ J ^onc^inS "his TOtter, had not 

• been en<^aged to ,rcpresent\ 1] as an .otttop:icy xn 

ip/^tter and had made no notes concerning ins discussj.on wxtn 
He recalled from his ^^scussion that there seemed 

to^ several important people xn J^rhln-'bSt 

in the possible importation of goods fi.om Chxnta 
could relate nothing specific the appoxnuCe. 

Ke could not recall whether tne a puoxntee s n^ic wg. 
mentioned concerning tne matter. lb__^^tauea ti.^t 
his understanding regaraxng tae possxole . 

products from China is that tuep ..as a Jot ox 

conversation concerning tnxs but tnat 

hajl ever been cctoapxxsnea fo>* importing 
-loaTzindC I has undertaken no business venture 


Ln this regard. 


[ 


■possibility of goods oein 
client of his. t 


1 advised he had mentioned thi 

J - . * r' /"''‘f ^ J' , ^ ^ 


hQrX'C^^O 


-o 


ni atid tlxat [_ 

iterested in the import<itxon_c£ 


]h 


bOx* 


Ot urio rx:. 

C’Xli, X X ox il bCX m (_ 


UXO J 

d be 


ceded 


w--— J,; 

in connection with the opc--^ 

Louise" •Recitaura nt in San ?e 
;;sid he believed tile. 

I 1 concerning this, I 

noadditional sp ecific info rv 
ijsicter but thatj 

• ;:pccificaliy. \ , ... ^ 

appointee and he is aware ox no.-iij-i.g 

the appointee. 

Oil October 22. 1073, \ _ 

;.tated he has no profcssio'na^ txtic 
in the Credit Department of Da 


S TJ- 

r. 


XUiU 

Lncci 


i W ..V X * X* 

■In -. -e 

^ p'. r* 

t> i t'U'^ iw* 

Seated 


n in contact wxtal 

It'X cot^ic 
7 a 7 c* X a ' *-• K i a 1 1 

■'.'7 - - - 

I'i'hX XiX 

. a ^ d v^o #-. a a X a ^ ' 


X* ,rTi - n 
iiUt> ^ 


iP h. 

hTl ibC'^iXCt-lx t.- 

\_i Jw vtui,jc ^ ^ .. 

Coa^pany, 12510 Culver bonicvarx^ 
biiifoxnia, advised SAl I tnau «^h;>ro/w^a^ 


■XI i.: 
, . ■* 

, 1 1 it 


'nine months ago h e had coi 
Washington. D. C» 1 I 


ict 'ki th C 


1 


~\ v.'AO xs suppoweoj.y 
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LA 161-2471 


contact” for a group l<t\D\ki as Diversified Ir.vestrr.ent, 
Xr.corpora,ted or Directors Financial, Incorporated and Is 
located at XTashington, D. C, He stated he is not sure 
of the corre ct name of this organiaation. He said that, 


accordxng 


to C 


Itha grouD is coTTiposed of 16 sncit in 


Hashington, D. C, %-?ho are protainent in politics 
of th e heads of this group is Congressttin Gi:,RAu) 

I I said he doss not Icnov? tne names of the otner^ riismbe*. 
of this croup but ha believes Mr, FORD to be the Minorit; 


,/ 


ot tnxs group — — , . 

Leader of th e Unite d States Senate.’ I [ stated that, 
according to the purpose of the group Kas to estab,».is 

direct trade routes between the United States and Red 
China,” 


[ 


] stated 


had told him that he 

to investigate products now being ieiported into tne,. prated 
eta t n s i r » v* a n an d r* r# i ; i T -e s p r ♦ ^ ^ *"* 

proincts and that the sarnplcs xvare to bo suoriiittod di-rccei,y 
to Ked China for cornpetitivc oideeng on taerr procucet 


ror x vn^grtatxon itiuo 

I I ras iurnii 


Hi 


atca tee 


, a. X ^ 


imported from China and v;ay ^told 
as much inforrr.ation as he could ccnc 
;:>crcx''s iir.portcd 3-nto the United Stci 
obtain sr-mples of these products ero 
‘.t'o ’.i'ouid in tu rn submit them to 
D,i.ci.,ixn,g, I I sard ne spei;c 00^.'.: 


or p‘ 
spec; 


„ *. X A ^ 
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ha 
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lA 161-2471 


Investment , Incorporated, is composed of politically 
prominent figures it is' able to make contacts and possibly 
has entry into Red China that may not be open to the 
ordinary businessman, Ka said, hovjever, that as far as 
he. knows there is nothin .^; illegal concerning the operation 
o£ this business. | [ added the only way he has ever 
heard the anpointee s name mentioned in connection with the 
importation^ of goods frora China is that he is one of the 
16-man group which composes Diversified Investment 
Incorporated, He stated he personally haS never met 
the appointee and said ht> 15^ unable to comment conce 
him. He said that since I |: 




is supposedly the 

’’direct contact” for Diversified Investment, Incorporated , 
he could fu rnish more specific information concerning this 
operation, I I also mWitioned that he lias discussed 
xmoortci tion of goods fro m Chra^a with an atto rney by th e 
TitnCiQ of eves that »“ias 

hod SQiag ecntaclr wdtK l 1 


I I recal led that he met cn one occasio n with 
], a client of I ~| 


bntiW’ihi JL.. 


:u;n 


concerning th e possibil ity Oi ^ ^ ^ ,, 
nud f urnished I h ?ich a lxst_ o£^ possxDlc^prcaects 

Tvhri.C-n. I llxICl SO.i.cl COai.eQ. DG X-t-OjU Vj,. ^ 


tld L 


ir’.portatxon 
”SS Princess 


I had beexi x'pecifically iatcrcstccl in tea 
of shrimp fox* use in the cp oration g>: tixn 
Louise” Res tvs*'.:ix'.'.','nt in i'cd'o, tai-Xio..., 
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where he was associated with the Business Department for 
approximately 25 years. I 


l ae is got Knowieageabie concerning a tirm Known as 
Diversified In vestmen t, Inc orporated, or Directors Investmen t. 
Incorporated. I I stated f I 

has never been involved in the importation of products from 
Red China and the appointee has never been in any way associated 
with the corporation. | |said he has met the appointee on 

on ly one occasion but that | 1, I I , 

is l I in 

Alexandria. Virginia, and that I I is acquainted with 

the appointee and has a very high regard for him. 


I I stated that he was at one time connected 

with people in Washington, D. C., who were involved in trade 
with Red China. He said he has had no co ntact o r relationship 
with these people in a number of months. I I st ated 
that t he above association was thro ugh a man named I I 

who is I 1 to a membe r of Con gress 


but he cannot recall the Congressman's name. 

stated that his above association was not in any way 
connected with the appointee and he has no first -hand k nowledge that 
the appointee has in any way been connected with | L 

He stated it is strictly rumor but he has heard that I I 

at one tim e had b een an employee o f the a ppointee's in some 
capacity. | | said he considers I I to be very 

honorable and a very fine man. He stated that I I had 
offered him certain items for s ale and these items were 
to be imported from Red China. | | stated he had made 

inquiries in the Los Angeles trade area as to the 
acceptability and prices that c ould be obtained for the 
merchandise offered for sale by I ~l and the m erchand ise 
could not be sold bec ause it was "overpriced." I I did 

not recall how he met I I but said he probably made his 

acquaintance through a third party. 


I I said that many products are offered to 
him for promotion from different sources and that he makes 
inquiries as to their marketab ility a nd if they do not 
check out t hey are "dropped." I I said he believes he 

had written i l a letter advising him his merchandise 
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could not be sold. I I stated that to his knowledge 
the name of the appointee was not involved in connection 
with the inquiries he made concerning the products to be 
imported from China and that he never represented the 
appointee as being involved with these products. 

I I stat ed that he is not acquainted with 

I I although the name sounds fami liar to 

him. He does not know an attorney by the name of | 

~l and he is not acquainted with | 

I stated that he has talked with a number of people 
in connection with inquiries made concerning products 
to be importe d from China and he could not remember all 
their names. I I said he is acquainted with | I 

and has h ad con tact with I I in the last two or three 
days when I I made inquiry to him as to the marketability 
of certain commodities in which I I said he has no interest. 


, , reiterated he has never used the appointee’s 

name in connection with products to be imported from 
Red China and never used the appointee's name in discussions 
with I I concerning importation of t hese p roducts . He 
further added he has lost respect fori f since in order 


to draw unemployment compensation | had" represented 
that he was an employee of Directors Financial Corporation, 
which he has never been. 


I I reiterated that from what he knows of the 
appointee he has a high regard for him as does I 
I I who is better acquainted with the appointee. 


I I stated he does n ot know how I I 

can be con tacted but that I I is | T 

I I to a member of the Congress from Fairfax 

County, Virginia, and has been employed at the Capitol 
for many years and should be well known there. 
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GERALD RUDOLPH FORD 
VICE PRESIDENT DESIGNATE 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Legal Coun. 

Telephone Rm. 

Director Sec’y 



At approximately 5:00 p.m., October 19, 1973, then i 

Deputy Attorney General Ruckelshaus advised Associate^ " 

Director Callahan that he had arranged for a meeting in his 
office on October 23, 1973, with representatives of the two 
Congressional Committees which will be conducting hearings ^ 
concerning Mr. Ford's nomination. The purpose of the meeting 
is to set up guidelines to limit dissemination of the raw 
reports in this case to only one member of each committee 
rather than to all of the committee members. He requested 
he be furnished a list of arguments as to why the dissemination 
of the FBI reports in this case should be strictly limited. 


ACTION: 


There is attached for dissemination to the 
Department a list of reasons for the policy of refusing 
to disclose or provide access to FBI files to persons outside 
the FBI, including members of Congress. 


Enc . 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Franck 
Mr. Cleveland 
Mr . Mintz 
Mr . Bowers 
Mr. Coleman 

\ -/ 
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ALL IlFOEHATION COKTAIKED 
HEREIH IS IIHCLASSIFIED 

DATE 02-26-2008 BT 60324/UC/BA¥/STP/bl3 


BASES FOR POLICY OF REFUSING TO DISCLOSE 
OR PROVIDE ACCESS TO FBI FILES 


1. The historical concern of the FBI to protect 
the innocent from publication of unfounded 
allegations . 

2. The need to protect individual privacy and, 
in some instances to protect the lives of 
persons, where our investigations have required 
confidential interviews. 

3 . The need to prevent disclosure of information 
even though it is true and accurate where it could 
be harmful to innocent persons or impair the 
opportunity of a defendant to enjoy his constitutional 
right to due process. 

4. The absolute need to protect the First Amendment 
rights of citizens of this country to speak to 
Agents of the FBI vzithout fear. The threat of 
disclosure and subsequent retribution V70uld impose 
an intolerable burden on the freedom of 
communication . 

5. Disclosure of FBI files would deny to the FBI 
needed information in possession of persons, who^ 
because of a natural reluctance, would be unwilling 
to assist in an investigation if they have reason 
to believe their inform.ation would not be held 

in confidence. 

6. The need to protect those engaged in FBI operations 
from publication of their recorded comments , 
suggestions, and criticisms which enrich the 
administration of the FBI and afford the Director 
an environment for effective and well-considered 
decisions . 
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Memorandum 

Mr. Clevelandjl 


FROM ; o. E. Coleman 
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DATE: 10-23-7 3 


c. ^ 


Assoc. 

Asst. Di'i 
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Comp. Syst. 

Ext. Affairs 

Files & Com. __ 

Gen. Inv. 
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Inspection . 

Intel!. 

Laboratory . 

Plan. & Evol. 

' •'oirting 


SUBJECT: GERALD RUDOLPH FORD 

VICE PRESIDENT DESIGNATE 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Legal Coun. 

Telephone Rm. _ 
Director Sec'y _ 


L ^ y 

Reference is made to my memorandum dated 10-18-73 
attached to which were letters to General Haig at The White Hous4 
and to the Attorney General transmitting the results of our 
investigation thus far concerning Mr. Ford to them. You were 
advised that a substantial part of the investigation was 
completed and there were other leads outstanding. 


We have now interviewed over 500 additional persons 
concerning Mr. Ford. The interviews are generally favorable 
but some persons expressed opposition to his nomination for 
various reasons, such as he is a "rubber stamp image of 
President Nixon"; the Vice Presidency is "over his head"; he 
does not have the intellectual "horsepower" for the Presidency; 
he is a Republican; he is not capable of assuming the Presidency 
due to lack of perception and judgment; and his voting record 
in Congress. 


We have interviewed the national leaders of the 
Americans for Democratic Action (ADA) . It is noted that 
.immediately upon the announcement of Ford's nomination, Joseph 
/Rauh, Vice Chairman of the ADA, was featured in the press stating 
/ that ADA opposed the nomination. Rauh, upon interview, stated 
’ he and ADA are opposed to the confirmation of Ford only because 
they feel he has a "very poor" voting record. He stated he is 
aware of nothing of a derogatory nature in Ford ' s background . 
Representative Donald M. Fraser of Minnesota, National Chairman 
of the ADA, said he and Ford have differed with regard to _ 
legislative philosophy. He has been professionally acquainted 
with Ford for approximately six years and has no question concerning 
his character or integrity. He is withholding all further comments 
pending his confirmation. 


Encs. -- 


1 0 - ^ -^7 3 


REa-SS 


1 - Mr. Callahan 
1 - Mr. Bowers 
1 - Mr. Franck 


1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr. Coleman 
1 - Mr. Auerswald 


DHY;0JA:dc \ 
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CONTINUED - OVER 



Meinorandiam to Mr. Cleveland 
Re: Gerald Rudolph Ford 


The previous memorandum indicated that Robert 
Winter-Berger , a former Washington lobbyist, wrote a book 
entitled "The Washington Pay-Off" published in 1972 in which 
he made statements concerning many Washington political figures , 
including Ford. One statement was to the effect that he paid 
one Alice Schowalter, also known as Alice Weston, $1000 for an 
introduction to Ford. Schowalter is a personal friend of the Ford 
family. Mrs. Schowalter, upon interview, has advised that 
Winter-Berger ' s allegation is absolutely untrue and she had 
considered taking legal action against him. We have been 
trying to locate Winter-Berger for interview since this investi- 
gation began but his present location is unknown. He will be 
interviewed when located. 

Investigation has indicated that in 1940 Ford went 
into partnership with Harry Conover in the formation of the 
Conover Model Agency in New York City, Ford contributing $1000. 

Mr. Ford advised us that he was a silent partner and had no 
direct participation in the business. He stated that he went 
in the service during World War II and in 1944, by mutual 
agreement, he and Conover dissolved their relationship and 
Conover paid him his original investment plus $5000. He said 
he had begun to suspect that Conover was not being truthful 
with regards to the financial reports of the agency. 

In the summer of 1972 Ford was a member of an official 
United States delegation which visited Red China. An allegation 
was developed that a group of west coast businessmen circulated 
a rumor to the effect that Ford allegedly, while in China, made 
arrangements for the exclusive rights to certain Red Chinese 
products for sale in the United States. It was inferred that a 
firm to sell these items would be set up with no mention being 
made of Ford's name. Investigation into this matter has 
developed that such a business deal was discussed by a group 
of west coast businessmen but no one thus far can connect Ford 
with the matter in any way, except that his name was mentioned, 
along with other prominent individuals, because of his recent 
trip to Red China. We are still running out this nebulous 
allegation. Ford advised us that he knows nothing of any such 
arrangement . 
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MemorandTom to Mr. Cleveland 
Re: Gerald Rudolph Ford 


, is I ^ I 

I I who is in deep trouble with the 

Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and has been convicted of income 

tax evasion. He has been furnishing IRS with all sorts of 

information on other people in efforts to obtain immunity for 

some of his derelictions. In May, 1973, he allegedly told IRS 

that he had given Ford $500 for "contacts in the highway 

commission," not further explain ed. IRS furnished this inf or- i 

mation after Ford's nomination. I ~| refused to be interviewed 

by us but consented to an interview with the IRS Agent who has 

been dealing with him. When interviewed he said he purchased 

five tickets at $100 each for a Republican Party fund-raising 

dinner in Washington some years in the past, the original 

arrangements for the purchase of tickets having been made 

through one of Ford's administrative assistants whose name he 

does not recall. He met Ford at this dinner for the first time. 

He said he never received any favors from Ford. 

In 1969 Ford introduced a private bill on b ehalf of 
an Italia n alien illegally in the United States named I I 

|. Several other Congressmen entered similar bills on 
behalf of I I which would have permitted him to legally 

remain in the United States. None of the bills were acted upon I 

favorably. At that time Piemonte was employed by a cheese 
company in Wisconsin which was owned by an Itali an family in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, the / / There are 

unsubstantiated rumors in Michigan that the / I have | 

some connection with organized crime but our sources there 
say this cannot be substantiated. 

Our accountants have conducted substantial investigation 
concerning Ford's finances, including his income, net worth, real 
estate holdings , campaign contributions , etc . Nothing improper 
has been thus far developed with regard to his financial 
background. We still have leads in this area which will be 
completed as quickly as possible. 

We have just received a release to Mrs. Ford's 
psychiatrist and he will be promptly interviewed. We also 
have other interviews outstanding with individuals who have not 
been available or whose names have just come up recently. 
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Memorandiom to Mr. Cleveland 
Re: Gerald Rudolph Ford 


As a matter of interest , we have interviewed Mr . Ford 
on several occasions during the investigation and he has been 
entirely cooperative and cordial. He has made available 
everything we have asked him for and has been very generous 
in making himself available to us for these interviews. 

ACTION : 


Attached are letters to General Haig at The White House 
and to the Acting Attorney General transmitting the results of 
our additional investigation to them. Again, two extra copies 
are being furnished to the Acting Attorney General. Our 
investigation is continuing. 
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DA'FE: October 23, 1973 




A. A. STAFFELD, JR*, ^ 


GERALD RUDOLPH FORD Time of Call: 11:25 am 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 



Admin. 

Comp. Syst. 

Ext. Affairs . .. . 
Files & Com . __ 
Gen. Inv, ^ ^ 

Ident. 

inspection 

intell. 

Laboratory 

Plan. & Eval. y' 
Spi^. (nv, . 

Training 

Legal Coun. 

Telephone Rm. 

Director Sec'y 


Director Kelley called to advise of an inquiry received - 

from General Haig at the White House. The General desired assurances 
that we in the Bureau had not disseminated copies of the FBI reports in , . / 
captioned matter to the Coi^ress. ^ G 

It is to be noted that the Bureau, of course, has not 
disseminated copies of the report to the Congress and further that this 
question was one which was to be considered by former Deputy Attorney 
General Ruckelshaus with the Congress this morning in view of the fact 
extra copies of the FBI reports had been made available to the Department 
of Justice for whatever action was contemplated by the Department. 

In view of Ruckelshaus* s resignation, we do not have at the present time, 
the status of the plans announced by the Department prior to Ruckelshaus* s 
resignation. 


ACTION: 


This is for record purposes. 


1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr. Coleman 
1 - Mr. B rugg emftft 
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DATE: 


10-23-73 


Files & Com. ___ 
Gen. Inv. 


Idem. 

Inspection 

Intell. 

Laboratory 


Pla 


. & Ev 
Inv. 


GERALD RUDOLPH FORD 
VICE PRESIDENT DESIGNATE 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


raining 


Legal Coun. 


Telephone Rm. . .. 
Director Sec’y 



On the afternoon of 10-23-73, Legal Counsel John Mintz 
received a call from Pat McSweeney of the Department who advised fy 
that he is taking over for former Deputy Attorney General Ruckelshaus 
and is trying to set up ground rules for the handling of FBI reports in 
connection with the hearings regarding Ford. Mintz advised McSweeney 
that late Friday, 10-19-73, Ruckelshaus had requested Mr. Callahan to 
furnish a list of argmnents as to why the dissemination of the FBI reports 
in this case should be strictly limited. Mintz also advised McSweeney 
that General Haig had called Director KeUey this morning, 10-23, 
wherein the General desired assurances that the Bureau had not 
disseminated copies of the Ford FBI reports to the Congress. Mintz 
asked that the writer call McSweeney to clarify any questions he might 
have in this connection. 


4 , 


McSweeney advised the writer that in talking to Ruckelshaus it 
was his vinderstanding that efforts would be made to restrict FBI reports 
to the chairman and ranking member of the committees, and that the 
reports would have to be reviewed at the Department. McSweeney stated 
that this is the same rule that is followed with the Senate Judiciary 
Committee at the present time. No simimaries are to be furnished to 
members of Congress. The files wiU not be taken to the HiU or left at 
the Hill for review by staff members. 


McSweeney advised the writer that Mr. Fielding at the White 
House called him this morning, 10-23, and wanted to be certain that the 
summary of information, which was prepared in the form of a letter to 

General Haig, is not given to members of Congress. / 

/ 

1 - Mr. Mintz 
1 - Mr. Franck 
1 - Mr. Bowers 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr, Coleman 

' j 
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CONTINUED - OVER 



Memorandum to Mr. Callahan 
RE: GERALD RUDOLPH FORD 
VICE PRESIDENT DESIGNATE 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


to accorp^t“’'wh‘fn1e 

ground rules! and th^he w®^d p^trZ r 

Legal Counsel’s office rathP^+L^ o " ^ ^ member of our 

contents of our r^“rts o?" <>f tte 

ACTION: 

“-?S; 
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Ueneiitj., 

V J-l-n-i- rtloQV. 


out oolicv for chatmeuiig •--a 
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D. W. Bowers to Mr. Franck Memo 
RE: GERALD R. FORD 

he hoped and expected that the Department’s decision to have all Congressional 
inquiries come through the Attorney General would be forthcoming soon and that the 
appropriate Congressional Committees would agree. 

As it stands, we may still receive direct inquiries from the Senate 
Committee, and possibly the House Committee, but if we do, the Committees' 
staffs are aware that we will first refer the inquiries to the Department and that the 
responses will go through the Department. 

RECOMMENDATION: 






For information. 
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